DATE:

TO:

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

GREG COXN
Faest Pistract

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO

Secox] District

PAM SLATER PRICE

LAND USE AGENDA ITEM o s

May 13, 2009 EDN&D:

Board of Supervisors

SUBJECT: AUTHORIZATION TO ACCEPT $7 MILLION IN FEDERAL GRANTS FOR

HAZARDOUS FUELS REDUCTION ACTIVITIES (District: 1,2, 5)

SUMMARY:

Overview

The County has a deep commitment to safeguarding lives and preperty from wildfires,
On June 16, 2004 (4), the Board established the TFire Safety and Tuels Reduction
Program to resourcefully and effectively implement a comprehensive program to
complete over $47 million in fuels reduction activitics.  The program has been
extremely successful, however, fuel loads in areas ol the unincorporated county still
posc a threat to citizens and property, necessitating continuing actions to remove dead,
dying and discased trees and thin hazardous brush.

This is a request to authorize the Director, Department of Planning and Land Usc to
accept federal grant funds as they beecome available, currently estimated at up o $7
million, for the Fire Safety and Fuels Reduction Program efforts, and to approve actions
to sceure contract services to begin the work on both public and private lands in the
unincorporated area of the county. This grant requires a 10% match, which will bring
the total amount available for fuel reduction to $7.78 million. Matching in-kind
vegetation work will be provided by an existing agreement with San Diego Gas and
Llectric, at no additional cost 1o the County.

Recommendation(s)

CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

I Find that the proposed project is exempt from the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) as specified under Scetion 15269(c) of the State CEQA
Guidelines, for the reasons dertailed in the Notice of Exemption Form dated April
30, 2009 on file with the Department of Planning and Land Use.

b2

Authorize the Director, Department of Planning and Land Use to accept up to $7
million in grant funds from the United States Department of Agriculture, Forest
Service as necessary 1o carry out hazardous fuels reduction activities through Fiscal
Year 20012-2013.
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3. Authorize the Director, Department of Planning and Land Use to conduct all
negotiations and execute and submit all documents that may be necessary for
implementation of the grants including any amendments that do not nwterially
impact or alter the grant program.

4. In accordance with Article XXI, Secction 401, ct seq. of the County
Administrative Code, authorize the Director, Department of Purchasing and
Contracting, to issuc Competitive Solicitations and award contracts, and to amend
the contracts as needed 1o rellect changes (o services and funding, for project
management services and tree and brush removal services,

Fiscal Impact

Funds for this request are not included in the FY 2008-2010 Operational Plan. This
aclion may result in grant revenue of up to $7 million which will be used over muitiple
years lor hazardous fuels reduction activities in the unincorporated area of San Diego
County to help prevent future damage to lives and property from wildfires.  The

funding sowrce is federal grants administered by the United States Department of

Agriculture, United States Forest Service, The work will be accomplished through tree
and brush removal contracts, as well as consultant contracts for the identification of
hazardous vegetation, environmental surveys, inspection activities and administrative
lasks.  These contracts will be administered by existing stalf. A match of 10% is
required (up to $780,000) and will be provided at no additional cost to the County

through in-kind vegetation work performed by San Dicgo Gas and Electric, 17

approved, funds for this request will be included in the FY 2009-2011 CAO Proposed
Opcrational Plan Change Letter.  This request will not require any additional staff
years.

Business Impact Statement

The County is commitled to reducing {ire hazards and supporting economic viability for
utilization of the resulting woody biomass. The County will seek beneficial uses for all
resulting biomass.  Practical uses of biomass, such as onsite ground cover and
transporting to chipping and composting companies, benefit both the environment and
supports locad biomass processors.

Advisory Board Statement
N/A

BACKGROUND:

The San Dicgo region has been devastated by (wo major [irestorms, in October 2003 and again in
October 2007, as well as by many other wildflires. The fires caused widespread damage and the
largest evacuations in the history of California. Driven by Santa Ana winds, the wildfires
scorched a combined 761,538 acres in San Dicgo County (391,876 acres in 2003 and 369,662 in
2007).  Additionally, years of drought in Southern California continue to provide a home to the
opportunistic bark beetle, which has resulted in widespread infestation levels throughout San
Dicgo County, Estimates of conifer and oak tree mortality are as high as 80% with small isolated
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stands experiencing 100%. Catastrophic wildfires continue 1o be a threat (o residents, businesses
and the environment with these dead, dying and diseased trees providing a ready source of fuel,

The County’s Fire Salety and Fuels Reduction (I'SFR) program has already spent nearly $47
million since 2004, including generat fund money, federal grants and match funds provided by
San Dicgo Gas and Electric Company, to aggressively remove dead, dying and discascd trees in
the most impacted areas. Program accomplishments 1o date include:

*  Over 417,000 hazardous trees have been removed on roughly 3,350 parcels.
¢ Work was completed one year ahcad of schedule (three years total)

¢ The turgeted acreage was doubled (over 18,000 acres)

+ Five times the expected road miles have been treated (nearly 250 road miles).

Despite the great success of the program, hazardous fuel toads in areas of the unincorporated
county still posc a threat to citizens and property. Additional trees should be removed and brush
should be thinned to reduce fuel loads that easily ignite during dry and windy weather conditions,
The necessity of fuels mitigation was starkly evident in the wake of the 2007 firestorm.
Communitics were spared and significant damages averted due to aggressive tree removal
coupled with fire lighting eflorts. For example, the Palomar Mountain area, which is home to
hundreds of residents, a youth camp and world famous Palomar Mountain Obscrvatory, was
spared significant damages. The FSFR program removed approximately 96,000 dead trees from
the Palomar area.  As a result, a limited number of wrees fell onto evacualion routes and
suppression actions were able to turn the fire from entering the mountain community. The
Department of Planning and Land Use is aggressively secking additional funding 10 continue the
vital work of the FSFR program.

Specific to this request, the $7 million grant, if received, will be awarded by the United States
Department of Agriculture, Forest Service. These funds will be used as follows:

*  Removal of dead, dying and diseased trees within 500 feet of evacuation corridors and
habitable structures. The identification and removal of these trees will be conducted with
the oversight of a registered forester and will be conducted pursuant (o 14 California
Code of Regulations Section 1038(b) of the California Forest Practice Rules: and,

¢ Suategic vegetation treatments within 100 leet of habitable structures and 30 feet of
evacuation roads. This is nceessary for the defense of structures and the placement of
firefighting activities 10 protect those structures during fires. However, strategic fuels
treatments may also be applied oulside these areas pursuant o National Fire Protection
Association Standard 1144 (which specifics up to 200 feet) when determined neeessary
by a registered forester and wildlire fire authority that it is necessary 1o suppaort the
defensible space in order to prevent impacts to evacuation corridors and structures during
fires.



SUBJECT:  AUTHORIZATION TO ACCEPT §7 MILLION IN FEDERAL GRANTS FOR
HAZARDOUS FUELS REDUCTION ACTIVITIES (District: 1,2, 5)

These strategic fuels treatments involve selective thinning of the vegetation, forest or
shrub species, cither manuoally, utilizing mechanical devices or other means.  Strategic
vegelation treatments will be limited to the thinning of 30 to 50 percent of the native
vegetation, allowing up to 75 percent thinning in isolated situations dependent on
Lopography, {ire history, fucl loading and {ire weather history.

All trcatment arcas (dead, dyving and discased tree removal and vegetation treatment) will
be subject to ficid examination by biological and archacological consultants in
consultation with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and California Department of Fish and
Game to ensure that impacts to rare, threatened and endangered species are avoided.

The grant money is expected to be spent within five years of receipt and the target areas will he
limited to those areas idenltificd by the Forest Arcas Salety Taskloree (FAST).

FAST was formed in the fall of 2002, and formalized in the spring of 2003, to address life and
property safety concerns related 1o declining lorest health and the increasing number ol dead,
dyving and diseased (rees and brush in San Diege County, Formed as a collaborative elfort, FAST
is made up of various governmental agencics, tribal groups, as well as local, State and federal
agencies, community organizations and private citizens such as the Natural Resources
Conservation Service, CAL FIRE, Resource Conservation Distriet, U.S. Fish and Wildhife and
U.S. Forest Service.

Linkage to the County of San Diego Strategic Plan

The development and implementation of strategics to mitigate the risks of wildfires while
protecting as much of the walershed resources as possible contribules (o the County’s
Environment and Safe and Livable Communitics strategic initiatives and especially the objective
to improve cmergency preparedness, response, recovery, and mitigation capabilities for both
natural and man-made disasters. The implementation ol mitigation strategies will help protect
our communitics by reducing future risk of wildfires

Respectfully submitted,

Q_\«M&Q»- N A}« o\ G~

CHANDRA L. WALLAR
Deputy Chief Administrative Officer

ATTACHMENT(S)
Attachment A — Notice of Exemption
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION SHEET

CONCURRENCE(S)

COUNTY COUNSEL REVIEW [X]Yes

Written disclosure per County Charter

§1000.1 required? [1 Yes [XINo

GROUP/AGENCY FINANCE DIRECTOR [X]Yes [1 N/A
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER [X]Yes [l N/A

Requires Four Votes [1 Yes [X]No
GROUP/AGENCY INFORMATION

TECHNOLOGY DIRECTOR [1 Yes [XIN/A
COUNTY TECHNOLOGY OFFICE [] Yes [XIN/A
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES [1 Yes [XIN/A

Other Concurrence(s): Department of Purchasing and Contractingwmav MCC‘..QQV

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: Department of Planning and Land Use

CONTACT PERSON(S):

Jeff Murphy Ken Miller
Name Name
858-694-3765 858-694-2951
Phone Phone
858-694-2555 858-694-2555
Fax Fax

0-650 0-650

Mail Station Mail Station
Jeff. Murphy@sdcounty.ca.gov Kenneth.Miller@sdcounty.ca.gov
E-mail E-mat

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE:

o

el ERIC GIBSON, DIRECTOR
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION SHEET
(continued)

PREVIOUS RELEVANT BOARD ACTIONS:

April 23, 2008 (9), authorized the application for and acceptance of $4.5 million in Federal
grants for hazardous fuels reduction activities; June 16, 2004 (4), established the San Diego
County Fire Safety and Fuels Reduction Program (o maximize federal grant funds and provide
comprehensive fuels treatment in all high-risk areas; May 19 2004 (i4), accepted $39.904
million in grant funds for hazardous fucls treatment activitics; March 24, 2004 (29), adopted
revisions to the Removal of Combustible Vegetation and Other Flammable Materials Ordinance;
January 7, 2004 (2), received a report from the Chief Administrative Officer summarizing the
actions proposed (o be taken in response o Firestorm 2003; December 2, 2003 (2, 3, & 4)
directed the development of actions and recommendations on the County of San Diego’s
response 10 the devastating wildfires that burned through the County in 2003; August 13, 2003
(6) Receive the report entitled Mitigation Strategies for Reducing Wildland Fire Risks and
authorized the Chief Administrative Officer to seek additional State and Federal funding for
wildland fire mitigation projects and to apply for grant opportunities as they arise; March 12,
2003 (17} determined that there is a need to continue the local emergency for damaging
conditions caused by the bark beetle infestation of pine trees in San Diego County; March 5,
2003 (1) Determined need to continue Local Emergency for Damaging Conditions Caused by the
bark beetle Infestation in San Diego County; February 12, 2003 (13) Determined need to
continue Local Emergency for Damaging Conditions Caused by the bark beetle Infestation in San
Diego County; January 28, 2003 (13) Determined need to continue Local Emergency for
Damaging Conditions Caused by the bark beetie Infestation in San Diego County; January 8,
2003 (9) Adopted second resolution proclaiming the existence of a local emergency resulting
from Bark Beetle infestation in San Diego County; December 10, 2002 (32} Determined need to
continue Local Emergency for Damaging Conditions Caused by the Bark Beetle Infestation in
San Diego County; December 3, 2002 (1) Adopted resolution of Continuance for Damaging
Conditions Caused by the Bark Beetle Infestation in San Diego County; November 12, 2002 (19)
Adopted resolution proclaiming the existence of a local emergency resulting from Bark Beetle
infestation in San Diego County

BOARD POLICIES APPLICABLE:
I3-29, Fees, Grants, Revenue Contracts — Department Responsibility for Cost Recovery

BOARD POLICY STATEMENTS:

Board Policy B-29: Fees, Grants, Revenue Contracts — Departiment Responsibility for Cost
Recovery. In accordance with Board Policy B-29, the Department of Planning and Land Use
certifies that the activities 1o be funded by the proposed grant substantially benefit the County of
San Diego and would by worthy of expenditure of County [unds in the absence of external
funding. The program will reduce the threat to citizens and property from fire.

CONTRACT AND/OR REQUISITION NUMBER(S):
The Department will obtain an Oracle Award upon notification that it received the grant award.
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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

TO:! Recorder/County Clerk
Attn: Anthony J. Consut
1600 Pacific Mighway, M.S. A33
San Diego, CA 92101

FROM: County of S8an Diego
Department of Planning and Land Use, M.S. 0650
Attn: Regulatory Planning Division Section Secretary

SUBJECT: FILING OF NOTICE OF EXEMPTION IN COMPLIANCE WITH PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE
SECTION 21108 OR 21152

Project Name: Authorization to Accept $7 Million in Federal Grants for Hazardous Fuels Reduction Activities

Project Location; The project covers all unincorporated portions of the County of San Diego over which the County

has land use jurisdiction.

Project Applicant: County of San Diego, Department of Pianning and Land Use
5201 Ruffin Road, Suite B, San Diego, CA 82123
{858) 694-3684

Description: The project involves the acceptance of grant funds from the United States Department of
Agriculture, Forest Service. If received, these funds will be used as follows:

+ Removal of dead, dying and diseased trees within 500 feet of evacuation corridors and

Agency Approving Project:
County Contact Person,
Telephone:

Date Form Completed:

habitable structures. The identification and removal of these trees will be conducted with the
oversight of a registered forester and will be conducted pursuant to 14 California Code of
Regulations section 1038(b) of the California forest Practice Rules; and,

Strategic vegetation treatments within 100 feet of habitable structures and 30 feet ..
evacualion roads. This is necessary for the defense of sfructures and the placement of
firefighting activities to protect those structures during fires. However, strategic fuels
treatments may aiso be applied outside these areas pursuant to National Fire Protection
Association Standard 1144 (which specifies up to 200 feet) when determined necessary by
a registered forester and wildfire fire authority that it is necessary to support the defensible
space in order to prevent impacts to evacuation corridors and structures during fires.

These strategic fueis treatments involve selective thinning of the vegetation, forest or shrub
species, either manually, utilizing mechanical devices or other means. Strategic vegetation
treatments will be timited to the thinning of 30 to 50 percent of the native vegetation, aliowing
up to 75 percent thinning in isolated situations dependent on topography, fire history, fuel
loading and fire weather history.

County of San Diego

Jeff Murphy, Deputy Director

{858) 694-3765

April 30, 2009

This is to advise that the County of San Diego Board of Supervisors has approved the above described project on May
13, 2009 { ) and found the project to be exempt from the CEQA under the following criteria:

Exempt status and applicable section of the CEQA (“C") and/or State CEQA Guidelines (*G"): {check only one)

[] Declared Emergency [C 21080(b)(3); G 15269(a))]

X4 Emergency Project [C 21080(b)(4); G 15269(c)]

[} Statutory Exemption. C Section:

[ Categorical Exemption. G Section: -8 -



{ ] G 15182 — Residential Projects Pursuant to a Specific Plan

[ Activity is exempt from the CEQA because it is not a project as defined in Section 15378.

(] G 15061(5)(3) - It can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in guestion may have a
ignificant effect on the environment and the activity is not subject to the CEQA.

statement of reasons why project is exempt: The project qualifies for a CEQA Exemption under Section 15269 (c),
Emergency Projects, which allows for projects with specific actions necessary to prevent or mitigate an emergency, when
such projects are not long-term or undertaken for the purpose of preventing or mitigating a situation that has a low
probability of oceurrence in the short term,

The San Diego region has been devastated by two major firestorms, in October 2003 and again in October 2007, as well
as over 50 other smaller wildfires that burned >100 acres each in the past 10 years. Attachment A to this Notice of
Exemption iliustrates a map of the County of San Diego Fire History from 2006 to the present and the Wildfire History in
San Diego County consisting of fires over 100 acres in size. Combined, these fires involved loss of human life,
destroyed animals and livestock consumed hundreds of thousands of acres, destroyed hundreds of homes and
businesses, and forced the evacuation of hundreds of people. These conditions were largely due to imminent fire danger
caused by the extraordinary number of dead, dying and diseased trees resulting from prolonged drought, overstocked
forests and infestation by bark beetles and other decay organisms.

On March 7, 2003, a State of Emergency Proclamation was declared in the State of California declaring extreme peril
from imminent fire danger caused by dead, dyihg and diseased trees and vegetation. A copy of the Proclamation is
attached as Exhibit B hereto.

On May 9, 2007 and May 9, 2008 the Governor issued Executive Orders making reference to the continuing emergency
situation of imminent fire danger due to the exiraordinary number of dead, dying and diseased trees in the State resuiting
from prolonged drought, overstocked forests and infestation by bark beetles and other decay organisms. Copies of
these Executive Orders are attached as Exhibit C hereto.

The County of San Diego continues to be threatened by very high fire risk as evidenced by these recent major fires and
required evacuations. Removal of these dead, dying and diseased trees and vegetation treatments along evacuation

-ridors is required in order to minimize the loss of life and property in the next wildfire event and is necessary to

event or mitigate a wildfire emergency. The removal of dead, dying and diseased trees and vegetation thinning
activities will oceur within the Wildland Urban Interface areas and the Fire Hazard Severity Zones of San Diego County
where the risks of imminent fires are most severe. A map depicting such areas is attached as Exhibit D hereto. Given
the continuing emergency of imminent threat from wildfires, this project satisfies the requirements for a CEQA Exemption
under Section 15269 (¢}, Emergency Projects.

The following is to be filled in only upon format project approval by the appropriate County of San Diego decision-making
body.

Signature: Telephone: (B58) _694-3765

Name (Print): Jeff Murphy Title: Deputy Director

This Notice of Exemption has been signed and filed by the County of San Diego.

This notice must be filed with the Recorder/County Clerk as soon as possible after project approval by the decision-
making body. The Recorder/County Clerk must post this notice within 24 hours of receipt and for a period of not less
than 30 days. At the termination of the posting period, the Recorder/County Clerk must return this notice to the
Department address listed above along with evidence of the posting period. The originating Department must then retain
the returned notice for a period of not less than twelve months, Reference: CEQA Guidelines Section 15062,
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WILDFIRE HISTORY IN SD COUNTY
Wildfires >100 Acres in Size by Year
San Diego County

Year

2007 337,018
2006 17,697
2005 5,661

2004 10,363
2003 398,034
2002 73,931

2001 11,847
2000 14,337

Total 868,888
Per Yr 108,611

Less 03 & 07 133,836

per yr. 22,306

-12 -
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March 7, 2003
State of Emergency
Proclamation

-13 -



Bregs Relense Page | of 3

Ploaws olick Bore fo satura b Hre peead

Press Release

EXECUTIVE CEPARTHENT

STATE OF CALITORNIA

PROCLAMATION
by the
Goverpor of the Slate of Califomis

ety suaendier of deadh dy

5l 1D oD
E 5 arat other dog

e droun it over

WIHEHE AL e Boad of Forestiy amd Fae Protocsinn duauliatead & Zor

e,

Ulefestadion for S beehie cormand we hin Hy

BRI

s othier vy
rosion and olr

tatan huis caastd thae doath of i
Sgat i P cownves and the potont

claEton o innusands of ooy mesuhing
woarvaronmental damage; and

WHEREMS, Riverside
remwvas dnd olhe !

Safely Task F

LS ATRTE Y IR IR

watrof A state

o}

Sar Eoranmdios aod San (D

sl e

AU

i, Oy bR ERDE I M

i
all,

tes wili fn
zapaies atud

o

alarrs e
AT G

At oiher

WHEREAS, nie

AR AN

ps(et by ol

I

rErnr e renwysal work Loy prevale randaernere s ingatheient o

v isl

a Eiale of

WHHEREAS, uadar the auvtharity o

te Deneeney Sarvioe: Aot seclion 8858{) o (e Boveramest Cade §lind thae
Errarmeroy ousts wathan Hiers .

L San Bernardmo, aod San g O

Slate of U

NOW THEREFOEE { GHAY DAVIS, SGavernar of he
; » At ane

mort Gode MDY FROCLAIS A 51

P Procamaton, Dssue those ordors to o cllecinie ammagnley

sy st Fae Frotechon G n
Daparimen: of |

IS ORDERED thatine § 1w ity £

of transporiaton, the O

aerpi Popenmoent of Foms
Cranviconmoerta Moteclion hgency.

o Caevstiegavsiicgov himlprict Jsp?BV SessioniD - qiand

1w w g



Press Nelease

O E3CIICEE and other state and onal

provide adequale svsouation soulas and fire oo

Y nooperaton with othe
vagaiation 1hat inerdern vl

anng of dead, dying and disgasad treas and otha

WY PESGUNTEE AV
wit of i lire, and

Bt of o remoua:

it @rishing resouICas [ AHRIET ENIOWS RS Dy giving 1oras! sowar

%—HH TR CRE =ri« BN :".m alk .\;I,!hv

s ard depanmaean ilitias o i

s corsoltalion veth e Qe

et farel

i Ei FLURTHEH
'l‘v«h% o r“xaimul:\

foar 1w

el ment
htee Dattcding
vy o Pubhic evacualom orriders,
R emergensy,

ik(i‘hh:r, o
IR G e 0]

alale and bead
I TR CUNC ¢

-ui:d;( f’"‘\:( 1553 Oy CE e, ds:ﬂ relies |

: 5t renoving deas
l‘m)umi m{w nnenl Code seation 8571, the reqguimmiest fnr suberifling

il : B ﬁﬁlf caeanng f : 3
131 J{ L e the provisions r;f Ti 104 Gode 'i g O35, 5 ‘;"'“b’a‘lj} arwd (o} prior o be gy brnber
of i for e remowal of gead, dy PR ﬁ# tr ter fuat Branke 4 the

B !' W reemaval of deadk, ¢ "ll of 1l averag Az e Deraly suspended, A8

s R
et v
"Hdt’f [EE:

1ty
A il P

PRI
s L

el !m‘b«;,c o
dinhy ‘F*Ls, anly HOeRa S G m"; ¥ p\"'f'mﬂ\ :

v e
hyrie)

g Faveeside, San Pareard

adl Sroem [HEN

0 LAl w“m;uu e il m.rl“i.

dedd wa, wed do not
ate of Catdoreia, ity dopant

ZET

PUR FUSATHER _)
Trrat widesppraad pusk

e Otfice of Sanredaty o Sie

3 { st aml 3 m ”c
128 )E}.“.

[l

ov_htmiprst sp?BY Sesaonid-

WAL ROVETIIONCAL 20V ST

M




Pross Release Pape Jof 3

Aol Giray Davis

taovernor of Calilornis

(RN ER S T

Wy ghey Iy are et

sobe e 1o ratosrn L0 e e oy g

WS EEG04

AW W ZOVETNONCA, ZovIstate/ govar e htmdprint.sp?i3V_SessiondLy(af

d Fathadr,




NOE ATTACHMENT C

May 9, 2007 and May 9, 2008
Governor Executive Orders
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EXECUTIVE ORDE
EXECUTIVE ORDER 5-07-07
by the 09/24/08 - 51004
Govornor of the State of Califoinia

05MG/08 - 5-04-08

1§ Srriie : i alifomin nreso ek, cH ' : % - .
Wi Hf_REA.S the threat of wikifires in Califomia present extreme penlie the people, property 02119/08 - 5.01.03
and environment; and
WHEREAS this emergency sifuation of imminert fire danger is causad by the extracrdinary 08/12/07 - 5120
number of dead. dying and diseased trees resulling from prolonged drought, overstocked forests and
infestation by bark heetles and ather decay organismes; and

WHEREAS the number of dead ang dying trees sontinues to increase, providing a readily
avaiable fue! load which could result in calastrophic fires; and

WHEREAS an Arctic Cokd Front resuliing in extrame low temperslwes and freezing conditions
swept throlgh Califoria, beginning on January 11, 2007, and continuing for a period of tims
thareafter, contribuled fo the increased montaiy of wildiand vegetation therefore fire danger; and

WHEREAS bhelow nommal precipilation, higher than season norma! temperatures, strong winds
and low relative humidity m the majority of the State during this past winter have centributed to early
drying of brush and other wildiand vegetation,; and

WHEREAS reduction in ofther-ggency resodrces, including aviation sssels, #mils their initial
attack capabiities; and

WHEREAS coordinated fira prevention, aggressive fuels reduction programs and strong mitial
attack resources remaln criticat, and

WHEREAS increased risk of catastrophic widfires throughout California threatens the lives.
property and seenormic well-being of the people of the Slate; and

WHEREAS the increased sk of caiastrophic wildfires throughout California may result in
unpiannad releases of air poliutants that adversely affact air and water quality, soil stability,
populations of sengitive and endangared fish and widlife spacies, and their habitat, and

WHEREAS the increased sk of catastrophic wildfires could significantly impact state effors to

e C A Documentis® o2 (and¥e 20 Settinps\ Mt Deskaop S -07-079%20-% 20 xec i ve e A 0Urder%20hy 102 L. 316432 %19
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reduce greenhouse gases by isrge uncontrotied emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse
gases caustd by waldfire, and

WHEREAS the United Blates Forest Service and Faderai Emargency Manegement Agency
have directed furding 1o assist in fuel remova! and forest haalth iImprovement,

NOW, THEREFORE, || ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governar of e Slate of California,
by virtue of the power and authority vested in me by the Constiution and s!atu!& of the State of
Celifornia, do hereby issue this order (o become effectively immediately:

IT 15 ORDERED that ihe California Degartraent of Forestry and Firg Protection [CAL FIRE)
shatl sedsure ang dmioy adeitional rescurces necessary a8 determined by the Direclor, {0 protect the
safety of persons and property fromy wilttires during seriods of elevated fire risk as follows:

s Gtaff additional fire crews, fire eagines, fire bulldorers, and aviation resources as warranted
based on fire threal condtions.

e Assign a crew of four firefighters fo selected CAL FIRE fire engines as warranied based on fie
threat condilions.

* Assign a Heltack Crew to the San iege County Sherifl's Depariment helicopler,

Provide for immediatle availabiiity and utilization of the Supertanker afrcraf,

& Assign additional resourcas in the CAL FIRE contract counties as warranted based on fire
threat condiions,

s Coordingte with the imiltary for these resources that may be avalable tor assistance during
amergancies in California,

o Assign additional fre safely inspeciors where and when heneficlal o reduce fie risk.

e Assign fire lockouts during peak fire condifions s part of CAL FIRE staffing patterns
Incresse staffing for comimand and control functions at CAlL FIRE Unit Emergency Command
Canlers, Nodhem and Seutham Operalions centers and the CAL FIRE Sacramanto
Cootaination Center when necassary to respong 1o significant fire evenis.

iT 15 FURTHER ORDERED that CAL FIRE obizin additionat stalfing as necessary to suppon &
heaightened level of fire prevention puble awareness and education utiizing CAL FIRE Volunteers in
Proavantion, Fire Safe Councils, and the Office of the State Fire Marshal,

T IS FURTHER ORDERED that CAL FIRE continue 1 expedite the processing of o *mtracis
ard grants of fedaral funds to the communities as ouickly as possible and support al! local and
regional responses to the bark beetle affectad trae eradicaiion and community emargency planning
affonts.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Office of Emargency Servioes (GES), in consuliation and
caordination with CAL FIRE as fire threat conditions warrant, deplay OF S fire engine strive teams io
ensure a substantial rasponse capabiity 1o any widiand fire slustion in Catifornia, and that the cosis
of (e deployment shall b reimbursed c,u 1sistent with the Califurnia Fire Sendoe aﬂd Rescua
Emergency Mutuzal Ald Plan and the Caldomia Fre Assistance Agreemeant,

IT 15 FURTHER ORDERED that the Catifornia Natlional Guard prepare its avialivn assels, and
pre-position ground support eguipment as appropdate for immediale respense 1o maor wildfires and
report to OES weekly on the siatus of all aircraft,

T IS FURTHER CRDERED that the California Departiment of Corraclions amd Rehabilitatlon,
Inctudhing the Division of Juventde Justice, place the highest priority for assignmen! of leved-ane mmates
and wards to siaff Consarvation Camp Fue Crews.

T3 FURTHER ORDERED thet the CGalifornia Conservation Gorps report to CAL FIRE daily
on the status of all Es suppor crews jor resgonse to wildfives.

IT {3 PURTHER ORDERED that OES review appropriale stale depariments lo assure
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5-07-07 - Executive Order by Governor Arnold Schwarzencggor

preparedness o response Lo wildiires.

TS FURTHER CGRDERE that CAL FIRE and QES work closely with federal, state and focal
governmeant agencies, bordeding states, and the governmenl of Mexico (o maximize California’s firg
prevention and fighting capabilities and to provide appropsats reciprocal assistance when requestad.

This Order is not intended o, and does a0t create any fght or benefit, substantive or
mrocedural, enforceable in law or equity, against the State of Catifornia, its depariments, agencies or

other entities, iis officars or employees, or any other person,

IT 18 FURTHER ORDERED that as soon as hereafter possibie, this order be filed i the Office
of the Secretary of State and that widespread pablicity and notice ba given 1o this order.

IN WETNESS WHEREDE | have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great
Seal of the State of Californis to he aflixed this Bth day of May 2007,
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Fies of the Governor of the State of Catifornia Rup:figov.cag

ARROLYD FOHWABLLSEGUGE R
THE PEGRLE'E GOUERKOR

05/00/7008

WHEREAS last year California experienced devastating wildfires that destroyed lives, property, businesses, and the
environment and resuited m the largest deployment of firefighting sesources and the hiphest number of evacuations
i stale history; and

WHEREAS this year, Caltforma once aguin finds itseil facing an tmminent threat of devastating wildfires and
imminent peril w people and property; and

WHEREAS the number of dead, dying and diseased tirees continues (o foeresse as a result of bark beetle infestation
in Bouthern Catifornia, providing a readily available fuel load which creates an jmminent thress of catsstrophic fires;

angd

WHEREAS current below-normai precipitation, seasonally higher-than-normal temperatures, strong winds, and low
relative husnidity have centributed 1 heavy fie] loads and the early deyimg of wildland vepetation; and

WHEREAS reductions in federal aviation assets limit federal initlal attack capabilities; and

WHEREAS coordinated fire prevarion, aggressive fuel reduction programs and strong injtial attack resources are
essentin] 10 protect people, properiy and the envirenment in Califoraia; and

WUHEREAS e increased risk ol catastrophic wildfires throughowt California may resuli in hanmfid, secondary
enviranmental effects, including increased emissions of air pothutants; dimanished air and water quality; impacted
wealershed and soil stability; and compromised popalations and habitats of sensitive and endangered fish and wildlife

apeeies: and

WHEREAS the increased risk of catastrophic witdfires could siged feantly impact stale efforts 1o reduce greenhouse
gases due Lo significant uncontreiled emissions of greenhouse gases caused by wildfive and

WHEREAS frsnediate sction is needed 1o respond o these condidons and 1o protect the people, propesty, econasy,
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and environment in Catifornia,

NOW, THERET ORE, §, Arnold Schwarzenegger, Governor of the State of Californta, in sccordance with the
authority vesied inme by the Constitution and statstes of the Sute of California, do hereby issue the following
arders to become effective immediately:

ITIS HEREBY ORDURED that the Cahforria Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) shall
secure and deploy additional resotrces that are necessary, as determined by the Director, 1o protect the safety of
persons and property from witdfires during periods of elevated fire rigk as follows:

(a) Sl additional fire erews, fire engines, helitack crews, fire bulldozers, equipment and avistion resources
as warranted based on fire threat conditions,

(b) Assign & crew of four firefighters to selected CAL FIRE fire engines as warranted based on fire threat
conditions.

(¢) Provide for immediate availability and utilization of the Supenanker afreraft.

{d) Assign additional resourees in the CAL FIRE Contract Counties as warranted based on fire threat
conditions.

{e) Coordinate with the Gavernor's Office of Emergescy Services {(OES) and the California National Guard
for thase military resouress that may be available for assistance during emergencies in California,

{1y Assipn wdditional fire safe inspectors where and when beneficial 10 reduce fire risk, assist with fire hazard
reduction, conduct defensible space inspections, and promete fire safe practices, public education and prevension
PEORIAINS.

[y Assipn fire lookouts during peak five conditions as part of CAL FIRE staffing patterns,
{h} Increase staffing for conimand and control functions at CAL FIRE Unit Bmergency Command Centers,
Northern and Souzher: Operations Centers and the CAL FIRE Sacramento Coordination Cerder when necessary o

respond 1o significant fire events,

(1) Assign additional stalf as necessary 1o provide emergency incident suppori and bum area emerpency
assessment and response activities.

IT IS8 FURTHER ORDERED that CAL FIRE wiilize staff as necessary to support a heightened level of fire
mwevention public awareness and education wmilizing CAL FIRE Volunteers in Prevention, Fire Safe Courncils, and
the Office of the State Fire Marshal.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that CAL FIRE develop amd implement aggressive interdiction pians for the
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enforcement of laws regarding arson and iilegal and dangeraus tirewarks, focusing on high traffic, high impact, higls
volume distribution and fransportation paints which may be the sources for the ignition of wildland fires in
California,

ITIS FURTHER ORDERED that CAL FIRE continug, within Hs authosity, to expedite the processing of contracts
and grants of federal funds o communities, and continue to support focal and regional responses to the bark beetle
affected tree eradication and community erergency planning efforts,

ITIS FURTHER ORDERED than QLS shall, in consultation and coordination with CAL FIRE and as [ire threat
conditions warrant, (a) deploy OES fire engine strike teams 1o ensure a substantial response capability to any
wildland fire situalion in California, with the costs of the deployment to be reimbursed corsistent with the Catifomiz
Fire and Rescue Mutual Aid Plan and the California Fire Assistance Agreoment, and (b) avgment parsonnel at OES
aperations centers and emergency imcident support feams as necessary 1o respond to significant fire svents,

IT 15 FURTHER ORDERED that the California National Guard prepare its aviation assels, and pre-position
ground support equipment, as appropriate lor immediate response to major wildfires and report to QES weekly on
the status of all aircrafl,

ITIS FURTHER ORDERED tha the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, including the
Division of luvenie Justice, establish the highest priority for assignment of minimum custody or camp-approved
munates and wards 1o Conservation Camp Fire Crows,

IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Califormia Conservation Corps {CCCY repor! to CAL FIRE daily on the
readiness of all CCC support orews for respunse to wifdiires,

ITIS FURTHER ORDERED ihat OLS veview the preparcdness of stale agencies and departiments 1o ctsure
readiness for response to wildfires,

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED thiat CAL FIRE wnd OES work closely with federal, state and Jocal government
agencics, bordering states, and the Mexico horder states to maximize California's fire prevention and fighting
capabilities and to provide appropriate reciprocal assislance when requested,

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, to the extent authorized by applicable Llaw, the purchasing authority of CAL
FIRL and OLS (and other state agencies and departments as desmed necessary by the Direclor of UES) shatl be raised
to B1O0,000 10 expedite the contracts necessiry 10 prepare and respond 1o emergencies during tis fire seasos,

IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Depariment of General Services ({DGS). in coordination with OFLS, shail
establish short and Jong-ferm procurement mechanisms to seeure the unigiie goods and services that inay be required
10 SUppost CONINUNITes i an emiergency,

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that OES, in vonsultation atd coordination with the Califorsia Resources Agency
and the California Envirenmental Protection Agerey, initiate preparedness and training efforts for focal governments

—,
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{0 ensure that post-fire watershed assessments, emergency protective measures, effective debris removal efforts,
post-fire burn area assessments, and mitigation efforts to evaluale potential hazards, are implemented 1o address
needed remediation.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the California Environmental Protection Agency and the California Resources
Agency shall oversee the Climate Action Teanr's development of measures for wildfire fuels reduction and biomass
utilization.

FIIS FURTHER ORDERED that CAL FIRE shall provide educational information o homeowners on defensible
space and California Building and Fire Codes ignition-resistant building materials, and shall develop training for
defensible space inspection and building ignitability in consultation with the Department of Insurance, OES, and the
Federal Emetgency Managemen Agency (FEMA),

IT1S FURTHER ORDERED that CAL FIRE shall eonduct vigorous defensible space inspections, and shal
impaose fines andfor tens pursuant to applicable authority if necessary.

IE IS FURTHER ORDERED that to assist landowners to meet their 100-foot defensible space requirements o
reduce hazardous vegetation and landscaping, CALFIRE, inconsultation with the Catifornia Biomass/Biofue)
Collaborative, may enter into contracts, agreements, and arrangements for the chipping, haaling, burning, or other
methiads of disposal of hazardous vegetation removed by landowners as required by Public Resources Code section
4291 and Government Code section 51182,

TEIS FURTHER ORDERED that OES shalt continue 10 support the development of fire hazard information and
shall continue 1o make it available to the pulblic,

T 1S FURTHER ORDERED that OFS shall assist Jocal communities to help ensure that foderal hazard mitigation <—~—--

grants are focused on the areas of greatest vulnerability in the Wildland Urban Inserface in California.

This Order is not intended to, and docs nat, ereate uny rights or benefits, substantive or procedural, enforeeable at
Jaw or in equity, against the Swte of Califarnia, its apencies, departments, entities, oflicers, employees, o gy other
person,

1FURTHER DIRECT that as soon as hercafter possible, this Order he filed in the Office of'the Secretary of State

and that widespread publicity and notice be given to this Ordar,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto set my hand and cansed the Great Seal of the
state of California to be affixed this 9t day of May 2008,

Arnold Schwarzeneper
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Priority Areas
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