The Lutheran Church of St. Mark
THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
August 7, 2022
WELCOME TO ALL WHO HAVE COME TO WORSHIP THE LORD TODAY!
Guests—please take a moment to fill out a guest card located in the pew rack and place it in the offering
plate. We would like to acknowledge your time with us and extend a friendly hand of hospitality.
Please turn all cell phones off or on vibrate before the worship service begins.
*Indicates those who are able, please stand.
The responses of the people are printed in bold.

GATHERING
PRELUDE

Prelude on HOLY MANNA

arr. Dale Wood

*We gather in the name of the Father and the ☩ Son and the Holy
Spirit. Amen
*CONFESSION
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Please kneel or sit for the confession.
Silence is kept for a time of self-examination.

Merciful God, we confess that we have not followed your path but have
chosen our own way. Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long
to take the best seats at the table. When met by those in need, we have too
often passed by on the other side. Set us again on the path of life. Save us
from ourselves and free us to love our neighbors. Amen
In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ,
God gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the
Holy Spirit. Amen

*GATHERING HYMN

God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heaven

*GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your
church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to
receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen

WORD
OLD TESTAMENT READING

GENESIS 15:1-6

God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own will be his heir and that his
descendants will number as many as the stars. Abram trusts God’s promise, and through this faith he is
considered righteous.

A reading from Genesis:
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not
be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But
Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless,
and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You
have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my
heir.” 4But the word of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your
heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5He brought him
outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to
count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And he
believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.
1

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY
The refrain is sung by all at the beginning of the Psalm and then at each R.

Refrain

Tone

12

Happy is the nation whose God | is the LORD!
Happy the people chosen to | be God’s heritage!
13
The LORD looks | down from heaven,
and sees all | humankind.
14
God sits firmly en- | throned and watches
all who dwell | on the earth.
15
God fashions | all their hearts
and observes | all their deeds. R
16
A king is not saved by the size | of the army,
nor are warriors rescued by | their great strength.
17
The horse gives vain | hope for victory;
despite its great strength it | cannot save.
18
Truly, your eye is upon those who fear | you, O LORD,
upon those who wait for your | steadfast love,
19
to deliver their | lives from death,
and to keep them alive in | time of famine. R
20
Our innermost being waits for | you, O LORD,
our helper | and our shield.
21
Surely, our heart rejoic- | es in you,
for in your holy name we | put our trust.
22
Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, | be upon us,
even as we place our | hope in you. R

33:12-22

EPISTLE READING

HEBREWS 11:1-3, 8-16

Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God enact in every age. Their hope and
trust in God’s promise allowed them to face an unknown future and to receive the promise of God.

A reading from Hebrews:
1

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen. 2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we
understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is
seen was made from things that are not visible. 8By faith Abraham obeyed
when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an
inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith he
stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living
in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.
10
For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and
builder is God. 11By faith he received power of procreation, even though he
was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him
faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one as good
as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the
innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 13All of these died in faith
without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and
greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the
earth, 14for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a
homeland. 15If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind,
they would have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better
country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called
their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL READING

LUKE 12:32-40

Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God’s reign. Instead of facing life with
fear, those who know God’s generosity are always ready to receive from God and to give to others.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 12th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms.
Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in
heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also. 35“Be dressed for action and have
your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting for their master to return from
the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he
comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert
when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down
to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes during the middle of
the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 39“But
know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HYMN SING
On Eagle’s Wings

ELW 787

Jesus Loves Me!

ELW 595

We Are Marching

ELW 866

We are dancing…
We are singing…
We are praying…

Here I Am, Lord

ELW 574

*HYMN OF THE DAY

This is My Father’s World

*APOSTLES’ CREED
God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ. Living together
in trust and hope, we confess what we believe:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The congregation responds to the petitions that end “Lord in your mercy with: “hear our prayer.”
and those that end “O, God we give you thanks” with: “Thanks be to God.” The prayers conclude
with the pastoral petition followed by a congregational “Amen.”

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
O, God we give you thanks. Thanks be to God.
Into your hands… Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

*THE LORD'S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen

*PRAYER IN THE ABSENCE OF COMMUNION
For those on zoom or not receiving the sacrament.

Lord Jesus Christ, you are the bread of life and the cup of salvation. I
believe that you are truly present in the sacrament of Holy Communion.
I am baptized into your death and resurrection. I seek you daily and
worship and adore you. Since I cannot receive you in the eucharistic
bread and wine, I pray that you continue to come into my heart and soul,
as you always have, through Confession and Forgiveness, through the
proclamation of your holy Word, and through the prayers of your
people; that I may remain united to you by your all-powerful and everpresent Holy Spirit. Let me receive you and be nourished by your
abundant grace. Be for me the manna in my wilderness, the bread of
angels for my very human journey through time, a foretaste of the
heavenly banquet, and solace in the hour of my death. I pray all this,
trusting that you are my life, my peace, and my everlasting joy. Amen

*THE PEACE
The Peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS
• Please note that Pastor Hoffman is attending a spiritual retreat and

will return on Tuesday, August 16th. If you have any pastoral needs
during this time, please contact Council President Ray Frick or Pastor
Marschhausen.
• Youth Blessing Service on Sunday, August 21st: The Education and
Youth Committee is holding a special Youth Blessing during worship. In
the past, we’ve blessed school backpacks, but this year, we’d like to bless
our youth. This applies to young adults, teens, young children, and even
grandchildren who will be entering K-12 grades or heading off to college,
regardless of if this might be their first year or they’re working on graduate
programs. The Committee plans to provide goodie bags for them, so please
RSVP to Jan Frick no later than Saturday, August 20th. Also, if anyone is
interested in becoming a prayer partner for one or more of our youth, then
please let Pastor Hoffman and/or Jan Frick know.

• Walk the Walk Fun, August 21st following worship: Join us as we hike

through JB Williams Park to walk for Calumet, collect water samples for
testing, then return to church for pizza and ice cream sundaes on the lawn.
Please sign up on the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the narthex.
• Seeking Volunteers: to help run the new Self-Service Food Pantry,
which will open at the Riverfront Community Center (RCC) in the coming
weeks. Volunteers will help receive, inspect, sort, and stock perishable and
non-perishable food items for distribution to eligible Glastonbury residents,
as well as pickup/deliver such items from local grocery stores and farms/
farm stands. Volunteers may also assist residents with shopping. Various
shift times are available. If you’re interested in volunteering, the link to the
sign-up form is in our weekly email blast/mailchimp.
• Free Concert at Faith Lutheran Church in Middletown. Saturday,
August 13th, 3:00pm- 5:00pm. On the front lawn, BYO chair or pop-up
tent. Free Snacks and Water.
*BLESSING
The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless us and keep us. Amen

*SENDING HYMN

Father, We Thank You

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Love your neighbor. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR:
Tuesday, August 9
Wednesday, August 10
Sunday, August 14

9:00am
5:00pm
7:00pm
9:00am

Matins via Zoom
Property Committee Meeting
Vespers via Zoom
Service of Word and Sacrament
led by Pastor Gloria Connery
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