September Edition: American Exceptionalism

Billy Graham
What Is American Exceptionalism?
By Carrie and Stacie
Stoelting
After her mother died, our
great-grandma held her
father's hand to cross the
Atlantic and legally join
this land. She worked hard
as a household servant,
married a farmer, had five
kids, loved her Lord, and proudly claimed the USA.

"Our society strives to avoid
any possibility of offending
anyone-except God." - Billy
Graham

With gratitude, she embraced pure freedom for the first time.
We believe that our great-grandma would agree: Our rights
do not come from the government, but from God.

Read Rev. Graham's article
called 'My Heart Aches for
America' here.

America shines as exceptional because her intent is to give
honor and responsibility to the individual -not the state. Unlike
many other countries, our nation never established a state
religion, feudal system, landed estates or hereditary nobility.
America truly stands as a unique beacon of freedom: a place

"A republic - if you can
keep it."

where people live free of government control. A sanctuary for
families. An oasis of freedom for the oppressed.
From the Puritans who arrived on the Mayflower to the
colonists of the 1700s, America was founded by people who
wanted to be free. (They especially sought religious liberty.)
Thomas Paine's book, Common Sense, stated that America
was a new country of nearly unlimited potential and
opportunity that had outgrown the British mother country. As a
republic, the United States offered citizens freedom.
Americans could live their lives without government dictating
their every move.
Some describe this remarkable achievement as "American
Exceptionalism" -a term developed in 1831 by Alexis de
Tocqueville, a famous French visitor to America who wrote
Democracy in America. De Tocqueville said, "The position of
the Americans is quite exceptional, and it may be believed
that no democratic people will ever be placed in a similar
one."

As the story goes when
Benjamin Franklin emerged
from Independence Hall at the
conclusion of the Constitutional
Convention in Philadelphia on
September 18, 1787, a woman
asked him, "Well Doctor, what
have we got, a republic or a
monarchy?"

Later, President Thomas Jefferson envisioned America to
become the world's great "empire of liberty". He identified his
nation as a beacon to the world and as a model for
democracy and republicanism. Embracing ideals have
allowed America to achieve higher goals and shine hope - like
a city on a hill.

Mr. Franklin replied, "A
republic, madam - if you can
keep it."
Featured Founding Father

As in most countries, family position determines those who
have wealth and opportunities. However, in America anyone
from any background can become educated or "climb the
ladder of success" regardless of circumstances of birth and
social rank. This aspiration is commonly called living the
"American dream".
Thanks to the First Amendment in the U.S. Constitution,
Americans receive the five freedoms of religion, speech,
press, assembly, and petition.
Reality check: In many
countries, governments harshly
and violently punish individuals
who stray from the state religion.
For example, China, Sudan,
Saudi Arabia, Iran, and other
Middle Eastern countries are
intolerant of religious freedom -especially Christianity- and
they punish those who disobey. But in America, we have
religious liberty: a gift we must protect.

Daniel Carroll
(July 22, 1730 - July 5, 1796)
As one of the Founding
Fathers of the United States,
Daniel Carroll was one of only
five men to sign both the
Articles of Confederation and
the Constitution of the United
States.

People from around the world seek refuge here to escape
Marxism, communism, and other tyrannical governments.
America has come to the aid of struggling nations so that
they, too, can live in freedom. (Contrary to election season
rumors, other countries do cherish Americans who helped
them!)
Sadly, in recent times, certain leaders have flipped the
opposite direction: American exceptionalism has been under
attack: In April 2009, President Barack Obama said, "I believe
in American exceptionalism, just as I suspect that the Brits
believe in British exceptionalism and the Greeks believe in
Greek exceptionalism." This attitude is like if Iowa State
University would say that the University of Iowa thinks of itself
as being just as exceptional. Or if fans of the New York
Yankees would say that the Minnesota Twins had the same
level of pride and support from their fans. Yes, it's normal for
countries to embrace their own national pride and should be
encouraged - just like schools have school pride and sports
teams have team spirit. But the lack of passionate patriotism
in our president causes many heads to turn and then bow.
We must pray. Americanism faces internal enemies:
Without fail, the liberal media make statements that
undermine our country's history, uniqueness, and importance.
As defenders of freedom, we believe that Americans must
work hard to protect our country from internal attack. Our
history of freedom and stability isn't perfect (i.e. slavery and
the Civil War), but it's the best in history: America still stands
out from other countries: No other country has enjoyed such a
record of unhindered individual freedoms. In fact, during the
early days of America, France experienced fifteen separate
governments. Other countries have had a series of
governments as well. For example, Brazil has had seven
since 1822; Poland has had seven since 1921, and Russia
has had four since 1918. And, the same is true for many other
nations throughout Europe, Africa, South America, and the
rest of the world.
The fact of our freedom rests on the mercy of God and, as
such, they should be cause for appreciative humility. We
believe in American exceptionalism -not prideful superiority.
God has blessed and watched over America and we thank
Him for those blessings.
We must remember that it is God who grants the grace, yet a
nation must seek His face. He's the ultimate Judge (Psalm
75:7). And, as long as we kill unborn babies that He has
created, we cannot expect His favor.

Carroll was a planter who
supported the cause of
American independence,
risking his social and economic
position for the Patriot cause.
As a friend and staunch ally of
George Washington, he
worked for a strong central
government that could secure
the achievements and fulfill the
hopes of the Revolution.
Carroll fought in the
Convention for a government
responsible directly to the
people of the country.

In God We Still Trust

Celebrate your freedom and
order In God We Still
Trust. All proceeds go to
Unite the USA. Help Stacie
and Carrie promote faith and
freedom in America. Your
support is important and
appreciated. Buy or
download a copy today.God
bless you as you celebrate
the red, white, and blue!

Booking Info

We must turn to God, humble ourselves, and realize the
treasure which is America. God-given rights must be
preserved. America deserves appreciation and prayer. Psalm
47:8 states it clearly and concisely: "God reigns above
the nations, sitting on his holy throne." God has used America
to help many achieve the previously impossible!
Recently, Senator Marco Rubio shared memories of his
Cuban grandfather. Rubio's grandfather knew the hardship of
living in Communist controlled Cuba. He experienced life in a
country in which the government dictated and there was no
freedom. As Senator Rubio said, "I don't remember all the
things he talked to me. But the one thing I remember is the
one thing he wanted me never to forget: that the dreams he
had when he was young, became impossible to achieve. But
there was no limit to how far I could go, because I was an
American."
As a conclusion, the words of President Ronald Reagan are
perfect to share, "Freedom is never more than one generation
away from extinction. We didn't pass it to our children in the
bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected, and handed on
for them to do the same."

Celebrate the true spirit of
America with Carrie Beth and
Stacie Ruth. Book Stacie and
Carrie for concert or
conference! Email info@unitetheusa.org for
more information.

In God We Still Trust

Honoring Our Heroes
The media mainly failed to give sufficient tribute to the
Marines killed by jihadists on September 15. Help us change
that. Honor their memory and urge prayer for the families of
all fallen heroes. We salute our troops. We honor the memory
of the fallen. We pray for our troops and our leaders. May
God give our nation mercy. Learn more about how to honor
our heroes here.
We salute Lt. Col. Christopher K.
Raible, 40, of Huntingdon, PA.
According to "Honoring the Troops":
"He was killed Sept. 15th in an attack
by armed insurgents upon his base. He
was assigned to Marine Attack
Squadron 211, Marine Aircraft Group
13, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing, I Marine
Expeditionary Force (Forward). The
attackers were dressed in US Army
uniforms."

Share and Sign Up
Be sure to share this edition
with your friends. Sign up for
Unite the USA's free monthy email here!

We also salute Sgt. Bradley Atwell:
"...a Marine from Kokomo, IN was one
of two members of the Corps killed
Setpetmber 15 while providing combat
support in Afghanistan. Sgt. Bradley
Atwell, 27, was assigned to the 3rd
Marine Aircraft Wing. The incident in
Helmand Province is under
investigation. Atwell's grandmother,
Shirley Oody, told the 'Kokomo
Tribune' her grandson was scheduled
to return home in October. Oody says her grandson was a
2003 graduate of Taylor High School. She said he was
stationed in Yuma, AZ and was an aeronautical electrician in
the Marines." (WIBC)

