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BrightonParkLIFE.com
To complement our weekly
edition The Brighton Park-
McKinley Park Life has
launched a website. On it
can be found general infor-
mation about us, recent and
past issues,  advertising infor-
mation.
Send neighborhood interest
stories, student accomplish-
ments, civic organization
events to brightonparklife@
aol.com.

Planetarium Offers
Virtual Field Trips

Juarez Pursues
Student Teaching
    Natalie Juarez
(60608), will complete a
student teaching assign-
ment in winter 2021. An
educational studies stu-
dent at Knox College of
Galesburg, Illinois, she
plans on pursuing a
teaching career.

Solana Honored
    Megan Solana, a stu-
dent at Elmhurst
University, was recently
initiated into The Honor
Society of Phi Kappa Phi,
the nation's oldest and
most selective all-disci-
pline collegiate honor
society.
    Membership is by
invitation only and
requires nomination and
approval by a chapter.
Only the top 10 percent of
seniors and 7.5 percent of
juniors are eligible for
membership.    ___________________

    Christian Moreno
Ayuso has been named
one of the four Trustees'
Scholars in the
Monmouth College Class
of 2025. Trustees
Scholars receive a full
four-year tuition scholar-
ship, worth more than
$160,000. 165 high school
seniors from 15 states
interviewed this year for
the College's top scholar-
ships
    Chris has earned
straight A's since the
eighth grade, has been a
member of his school's
champion math team and
is involved in community
service.
    He plans to major in
mathematics or engineer-
ing.
    View Online: http://
monmouthcollege.merit-
pages.com/news/Christian
-M o r e n a - A y u s o - o f -
Chicago-Named-Mon-
mouth-College-Trustees-
Scholar/19132.    ___________________

Ayuso Awarded
Full Scholarship

Penguins Visit
“Friends” Experience

    In the latest high-pro-
file field trip, four pen-
guins from Shedd
Aquarium visited The
FRIENDS Experience on
Michigan Avenue – a nos-
talgia-packed space dedi-
cated to the popular TV
show.
    The birds walked
through exact replicas
from the recognizable set,
experiencing new sensa-
tions and sights, like
Joey’s stuffed toy penguin
Hugsy, adding variety to
their day as part of the
aquarium’s welfare plan,
for the penguins.
    The FRIENDS
Experience will reopen to
the public on Wednesday,
March 17th. The experi-
ence focuses on providing
a safe environment
through the use of timed
ticketing, regular clean-
ing and sanitization, tem-
perature checks and the

requirement of masks
and social distancing. The
public can purchase tick-
ets online. A portion of
each ticket purchase will
be donated to My Block,
My Hood, My City to sup-
port their efforts to sup-
port youth education and
arts in underserved com-
munities.

    The resulting video
encourages the public to
get out and safely explore
places like the aquarium
and The FRIENDS
Experience as the city of
Chicago begins to reopen.
    The public can also
purchase timed tickets to
visit the penguins and
several other species of
incredible aquatic life at
Shedd Aquarium. Guests
can also connect with the
aquatic world virtually
through Shedd’s digital
programs.

Scholarship Grant
For Journalism

    The Chicago Headline
Club and Foundation are
accepting applications for
the Les Brownlee
Memorial Scholarship, a
$5,000 annual grant
given to a Chicago area
journalism student in
honor of Les Brownlee.
    The deadline for the
filing an applications if
April 16th, and the win-
ner will be announced
this summer. Brownlee,
who died in 2005, was the
first African-American
member of the Society of
Professional Journalism
and president of the
Chicago Headline Club.
    Applicants for the
Scholarship must be cur-
rent undergraduate jour-
nalism students (no
recent graduates) at a
Chicago-area college or
university. Candidates
are assessed by a com-
mittee of the Foundation
and evaluated on their
previous experience,
clips, cover letter and
interest in pursuing a
journalism career.
    Candidates can apply
at foundation@head-
lineclub.org.

    The Illinois State
Board of Education and
llinois Student Assis-
tance Commission are
collaborating on the new
Rock the FAFSA Illinois
Campaign, March 15th -
19th. 
    Schools or community
organizations that would
like to hold a virtual
financial aid completion
workshop with ISAC
should email Abel.
Montoya@Illinois.gov.Loc
al ISACorps members are
available to provide free
one-on-one virtual assis-
tance for students and
families in completing
their financial aid appli-
cation, studentportal.
isac.org/isacorps.
    This is the first year of
the state’s new FAFSA
Mandate, which requires
public high school seniors

to complete a financial
aid application as a pre-
requisite to receiving a
high school diploma.
Eligible students who do
not qualify for federal
student aid can apply for
state and school-funded
assistance through the
Alternative Application
for Illinois Financial Aid.    ___________________

Library Schedules
Online Zoom Events
    The Chicago Public
Library has scheduled
Online events via Zoom.
    A knit and crochet cir-
cle meets on the 2nd and
3rd Mondays of each
month from 6 to 7:45 p.m.
All skill levels are wel-
come, all you need is nee-
dles and yarn. Register
by 10 a.m. the day before
the event.
    Live one-on-one home-
work help is also avail-
able online everyday from
11 a.m. to 11 p.m.
through Brainfuse.
Students in early elemen-
tary through advanced
college prep can get help
with: specific homework
questions, improving
study skills, writing
papers, ACT and SAT
test prep and learning
English as a second lan-
guage. Use Brainfuse on
any connected device or
at home with your library
card.
    Songs and poems writ-
ten during the writing
circle will have the oppor-
tunity to be showcased in
a virtual open-mic.
Register by noon on the
day before at
chipublib.org.
    The Chicago Public
Library will  conduct
online Creative Write
About It! Writing Club
via Zoom on Tuesdays,
through April 27th from 4
to 5 p.m.
    STEM Around the
House will be available
on Tuesdays, March 23rd,
April 27th and May 25th
at 5 p.m. Participants will
solve problems, meet
design challenges and
have some STEM-y fun
with things you have
around the house. Best
for kids ages 5 to 12, but
younger children are wel-
come to participate with
an adult. Register at least
24 hours before the event.
    Citywide Tag Team
Spanish Story Time for
ages 0-5 and their care-
givers will be held
Fridays through April
2nd from 3 to 3:30 p.m.
Two librarians will pair
up to read some Spanish
books and perform
rhymes and songs.
Register 24 hours in
advance.
    Homework Help:
Virtual Teacher in the
Library for kindergarten
through 12th grade will
be available Mondays,
March 22nd, April 19th
and May 17th from 3 to 5
p.m. Register at least one
hour in advance.
    Little Learners Story
Tie for kids, pre-schoolers
and toddlers will be held
on Wednesdays through
April 28th from 10:30 to
11 a.m. Ms. Casey from
the West Loop Branch
will read books and pro-
vide fun with fingerplays,
songs, rhymes and move-
ment.
    Mock Interviews and
Resume Help for adults
and teens will be offered
on Thursdays, from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. through
April 29th. Email Jose at
jgallegos@chipublib.org
with the job you’re apply-
ing for. A Zoom meeting
will help with resumes
and mock interviews.
    The staff of the
Thomas Hughes Chil-
dren’s Library will con-
duct a 30-minute story
time for preschoolers on
Fridays from 10 to 10:30
a.m. through April 23rd.
This event takes place on

Zoom. Registration by 9
a.m. the day before the
event.
    Mrs. Vicky from
Chicago Lawn Branch
will conduct Dime Un
Cuento bilingual Story
Time on Fridays, from 11
a.m. to 12 p.m. through
March 26th. This story
time features books, fin-
ger plays, songs, rhymes,
movement and a small
craft. Stop by Chicago
Lawn Branch to pick up
the materials for the craft
if needed or Mrs. Vicky
will email you a list of
supplies with materials
you have at home.
    John Elliott, a retired
Cook County Forest
Preserve naturalist and
member of the Chicago
Audubon Society board
will conduct “Birds In
Your Backyard” on
Saturday, March 13th
from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.
This event takes place on
Zoom. Register at least 24
hours before the event.
    STEAM Team will
present Story Time on
Mondays from 10 to 10:30
a.m. through April 26th.
Each week read books,
sing songs, and partici-
pate in hands-on STEAM
activities using common
household items. This
program is geared for
children ages 0-5 and
their caregivers.
    MARVEL-ous Mon-
days from 4 to 5 p.m.
through April 5th will
feature WandaVision
with Loki and The Falcon
and the Winter Soldier.
This event takes place on
Zoom. Register at least 24
hours before the event.
    Write About It!
Writing Club for teens
and adults will feature
writing and poetry on
Tuesdays from 4 to 5 p.m.
through May 18th. This
event takes place on
Zoom. Register by 10 a.m.
the day before the event.
    How to Zoom: Intro to
Online Meetings for
adults will be offered on
Wednesday, May 17th
from 4 to 5 p.m. You can
use zoom on a smart-
phone, a tablet, a laptop,
or a desktop computer (if
your device has a camera,
spekers, and a micro-
phone). This class will
cover the basics of how to
connect as a participant,
as well as how to set up a
meeting as a host. We
will also cover options for
how you appear, sounds,
and are able to share your
screen during a meeting.
    Register for events at
chipublib.org.
    ___________________

Vaccinations Totals
For Residents

    The Chicago Depart-
ment of Health and
Human Services issued a
report of COVID-19 com-
mulative vaccinations for
March 8th.
    City vaccine series
completed - cumulative -
220,083 doses, 8.2% of
population; 1st dose -
cummulative 418,450
doses, 15.5 percent popu-
lations.
    60632: 1st dose cum-
mulative 13,463 total,
15% population. Com-
plete vaccine series 4,590
total, 5.1% population.
    60638: 1st dose cum-
mulative 8,657 total, 14%
population. Complete
vaccine series 4,396 total,
7.5% population.
    60608: 1st dose cum-
mulative 12,113 total,
15.1% population. Com-
plete vaccine series 6,267
total, 7.8% population.
    60609: 1st dose cum-
mulative 6,867 total,
11.3% population. Com-
plete vaccine series 3,208
total, 5.3% population.
    Resource: Chicago.
gov/covidvax

Free Program
For Finances

    The Chicago Depart-
ment of Family and
Support Services, in part-
nership with the Cities
for Financial Empower-
ment Fund and Heart-
land Alliance, announced
the launch of the free
Financial Navigators
Program to help resi-
dents deal with the finan-
cial impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic.To
sign up, residents should
call 773-799-9062 or sub-
mit an online interest
form at chicago.gov/FSS.
    During a one-on-one
session by phone, a finan-
cial navigator will identi-
fy steps to resolve finan-
cial issues. The resident
will receive a document
via email outlining those
next steps.

Marvel Super Heroes
At Science Museum

Financial Aid
For College

Richards Honored
    Alexandra Richards of
(60638) has been placed
on the Gettysburg
College Dean's Honor list
for outstanding academic
achievement in the Fall
2020 semester. Honorees
must maintain a quality
point average of 3.60 or
higher (on a 4.0 scale) for
a semester's work.

    Magellanic penguins Howard, Georgia, Fitz
and Mercedes from the Shedd Aquarium investi-
gate and waddle through set replicas from the
TV show “FRIENDS” at The FRIENDS
Experience on Michigan Avenue. The field trip
helps the aquarium demonstrate how the animal
care team introduces exercise and variety for
the penguins each day as part of a comprehen-
sive welfare plan.

________________________________________________

    The Museum of Science and Industry, 57th &
Lake Shore drive, will feature the interactive
exhibition Marvel: Universe of Super Heroes,
through Oct. 24th.
    With more than 300 artifacts including origi-
nal comic book pages, sculptures, interactive
displays and costumes and props, guests can
examine the origins of iconic characters such as
Spider - Man, Black Panther, Hulk and Captain
Marvel. The exhibit for all ages is not included in
museum entry. Requires an additional, timed-
entry ticket. Adults $18, Children (3-11) $14._______________________________________________

C.M. AYUSO

    Adler Planetarium, has launched its innova-
tive, new Virtual Field Trips program. In an
entirely new 3D world built by the Adler, stu-
dents are transported to a place where they can
walk among the planets, soar over Saturn, or do
a jig under Jupiter. Groups will have the virtual
space all to themselves as they learn and explore
together. 
    Preview the Adler’s Virtual Field Trips expe-
rience at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=XEWBDXLWpls&feature=youtu.be
    Currently designed for middle school stu-
dents, the Adler will provide teacher guides for
before and after the experience to help them
make the most of this cosmic classroom getaway.
The Adler’s Virtual Field Trip fits into a stan-
dard class period, and aligns with middle school
space science curriculum.
    For more information about the program,
pricing, and to register your class for a session,
visit: https://www.adlerplanetarium.org/learn/
educators/virtual-field-trips/_______________________________________________

    The Illinois Depart-
ment of Commerce and
Economic Opportunity
joined the Citizens Utility
Board announcing up-
coming events to help
customers who are strug-
gling with the cost of util-
ity bills during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
State of Illinois recently
implemented a major
expansion of the Low
Income Home Energy
Assistance Program,
which combined with
other household relief
funding available, has
created the $275 million
Help for Illinois Families
program. With over $100
million in funding still

available, residents eligi-
ble for the program are
urged to apply. These
events will provide an
overview of the program,
as well as a live question
and answer session
allowing residents to get
their questions answered
in real-time.
    March 11th at 6 p.m. –
English, Registration:
https://tinyurl.com/DCEO
0311 or on Facebook live:
F a c e b o o k . c om /CUB
Illinois.
    March 15th at 6 p.m. –
Spanish, Registration:
http://bit.ly/FBliveDCEO-
CUBSPA or on Facebook
live: http://facebook.com/
cubespanol. 
    In addition to utility
billing relief, the Help for
Illinois Families Initia-
tive includes emergency
assistance for rent, tem-
porary shelter and other
necessities.  To make
applying for these funds
easy and accessible
remotely, DCEO has
taken steps to streamline
the process, launching a
new remote application,
streamlined website, and
expanded technical assis-
tance through the hotline
1-833-711-0374.
    For more information
on how to apply and to
find out about relief pro-
grams available near you,
visit www.helpillinois-
families.com.    ___________________

$100 Million For
Energy Assistance

County Improves
FOIA Requests

    Cook County Board
President Toni Preck-
winkle announced the
launch of a new system
for Freedom of Infor-
mation Act requestsat
https://www.cookcounty-
il.gov/service/freedom-
information-act-offices-
under-president
    GovQA, will allow
requesters to submit a
public records request,
track its progress, and
receive updates by email.
    Each of Cook County’s
elected officials and
Health handle their own
FOIA requests. For infor-
mation on how to submit
a request, use the link:
https://www.cookcounty-
i l . g o v / s e r v i c e -
categories/foia-requests-
and-information.

New System
For State Hiring

    The Illinois Depart-
ment of Central
Management Services
and Department of
Innovation & Technology
announced a new human
capital management sys-
tem designed to stream-
line the application and
hiring process. SAP
SuccessFactor’s recruit-
ing module, will enable
agencies to hire appli-
cants faster and features
an enhanced user experi-
ence to keep applicants
better informed through-
out the process.
    The former hiring
processes were 99%
paper-based and labor
intensive on applicants
and hiring agencies.
    The Department of
Innovation & Technology
managed the design, con-
figuration and implemen-
tation of the new recruit-
ing module.
    A fully electronic
application process will
encourage the selection of
the most qualified candi-
dates and allow appli-
cants to track where they
are in the hiring process.
    The system is support-
ed by a recruitment web-
site at work.illinois.
gov, where applicants
can create a user profile,
learn more about oppor-
tunities to work for the
State of Illinois and get
assistance with proce-
dures. Many programs
are designed to assist vet-
erans and people with
disabilities.

Lessening Of
Restrictions

By Dr. R. Pletsch

    As our Middle School
students have an oppor-
tunity to return to in-per-
son class, it appears that
one of the most talked
about items amongst kids
seems to be that some
states like Texas and
Mississippi have elimi-
nated most, if not all,
restrictions for the people
in their states. The key
for the kids to know is
that these states simply
have left it up to the par-
ents to decide what
restrictions they will
have. Yes, you still can
wear masks and socially
distance yourself from
other people, but your
family, not the govern-
ment, will decide what is
best for you. 
    Some might bring up
the various Covid-19 vac-
cines. At this point, all
three seem effective.
Many people who said
they would never try
them, are now working
hard to make an appoint-
ment so that they can get
the vaccine. President
Trump gave the powers

to the governors, feeling
they would know better
for their states than he
would. Of course, some
did better than others.
Now the governors in
some states believe that
the parents can make the
best decision for their
families. I hope that the
citizens will do a good job
making their own deci-
sions based on the facts
as they know them.

    Restaurants, theaters
and other venues are
opening up, some to as
much as 100%. Others
are less, whatever the
owners feel safe with. If a
restaurant is open to
100% and you don't feel
safe there, simply don't go
there. Go to one that
makes you feel safe. Here
in Chicago, they are try-
ing to make the ballparks
and arenas safe enough
so that people will attend. 
    Once again, our educa-
tors should take it upon
themselves to be non-
judgemental and make
efforts to not make chil-
dren be confrontational
with parents. I don't
believe most people
realise how many votes
did not go for Biden. In
the 11th Ward, Trump
won some precincts and
had over 6,000 votes. This
despite not seeing very
many signs and some
that did have them, had
the misfortune of being
targeted with vandalism.
It is very important for
children to understand
that their health is ulti-
mately dependent on
their own choices. Mom
and Dad don't always
know if you have your
mask, if you are keeping
social distance and keep-
ing clean. Encourage stu-
dents to live with dignity
and conform in a way
their parents would be
proud. 

________________________________________________
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EMISSIONS FAILURE SPECIALISTS * GUARANTEED RESULTS

COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE

3430 W. 47th St.
773/376-4264

Master Auto & Truck Technicians
Certified In All Areas Of Repair!

Mon. - Fri. 6 a.m.-6p.m.
Sat. 6 a.m. -12 noon

•TOWING SERVICE

DRIVE
CAREFREE
THIS SPRING

CHECK ALL SYSTEMS

•AIR CONDITIONING
•BATTERY •TUNE-UP

•TIRES •TRANSMISSION

GARAGE DOOR SERVICE INC.
5212 S. Archer Ave. (773) 284-1100 

www.crosstowndoorservice.com

DIRECT CREMATION

Ocwieja-Robles Funeral Home
and Cremation Service

4256 S. Mozart         (773) 254-3838
(Corner of Pope John Paul II Dr. & Mozart)

Serving the community since 1964

$1,800 For Families
That Don’t

Desire Visitation

Virtual Programs At
Archer Heights Library
    The Archer Heights
Branch Library, 5055 S.
Archer has scheduled a
variety of programs for
children and adults via
Zoom. Register at chipub-
lib.org the day before each
program.
    Citywide Children’s
Programs will be led by li-
brarians and presenters
from all over the city.
    For more information
including how to register,
visit chipublib.org/Kids
CitywideEvents.
    Citywide Story Time
with stories, songs and
rhymes for children 0-5
and their families is
scheduled for Tuesdays
and Fridays at 10:30 a.m.
and Wednesdays at 3 p.m.
    Citywide After School
activities exploring books,
science, art and more will
be conducted Mondays
and Thursdays at 4:30
p.m.
    Citywide Sunday Dis-
covery takes a closer look
at STEAM topics with
hands-on activities. Bi-
weekly Sundays at 2 p.m.
    The Virtual Adult
Graphic Novel Books Di-
cussion Club will meet on
the 2nd Monday of each
month from 6:30 to 7:30
p.m.
    The Virtual Book Dis-
cusion Club will meet on
the 4th Wednesday of
each month from 6:30 to
7:30 p.m. Topics are:
March 24th, The Long
and Faraway Gone by
Louis Berney; April 28th,
We Were the Lucky Ones
by Georgia Hunter; May
26th, The Starless Sea by
Erin Morgenstern; June
23rd, The Last Time I

Lied by Riley Sager; July
28th, Virgil Wander by
Leif Enger; Aug. 25th,
End of the Myth by Greg
Grandin; Sept. 22nd, A
Map is Only One Story;
October 28th, OBOC;
Nov. 24th, Girls Like Us
by Cristina Alger; and
Dec. 22nd, IQ by Joe Ide.    ___________________

Celebration Of
Women’s History
    The Illinois Depart-
ment of Central Manage-
ment Services announced
a monthlong celebration
in recognition of Women’s
History Month. A series
of virtual events will fea-
ture women in govern-
ment and business as the
agency promotes diver-
sity and inclusion in pub-
lic service and statewide
hiring.
    CMS oversees the re-
cruitment and counseling
of potential employees on
behalf of State agencies.
    The State of Illinois
currently employs 22,744
women, many of whom
are in leadership posi-
tions. Currently 22 State
agencies are run by
women. Within CMS, 20
of 38 leadership positions
are occupied by women. 
    Visit www.cms.illi-
nois.gov/whm to access
the full schedule of
events, register for events
and to view session
recordings throughout
the month.
    To apply for job oppor-
tunities with the State,
visit www.work.illinois.
gov.

    Shedd Aquarium has
reopened its doors with
general public admission.
    By participating in any
of the paid virtual pro-
grams, you are directly fu-
eling the aquarium’s
mission and helping to
support animal welfare,
conservation research and
ongoing virtual education
efforts. 
    Meet sea otters, pen-
guins, or sea lions from
home during a Virtual
Animal Encounter. Two
links for $69.95, share
this experience with a
friend or family member
    Families can log-on
from the comfort of their
home for “Zzzs Under the
Seas” a Virtual Slumber
Party with Shedd for $125
per household. Explore all
aspects of aquatic life, in-
cluding up-close looks at
animals at Shedd in their
habitats or behind-the-
scenes, and participate in
hands-on activities,
games and more. The next
morning, enjoy breakfast
with the belugas and yoga
with the fishes. 
    Virtual Aquarium Ad-
ventures for grades K-5
will cost $39.95. Meet an-
imals up close, explore
Shedd Aquarium habitats
and participate in hands-
on activities, games and
more.
    A free program, “Sea
Curious” designed by kids
will answer a question
about animals by explor-
ing and having adven-
tures at the aquarium.
There are 9 aquatic ani-
mal videos, 3–5 minutes
each. Video topics range
from "do animals play?" to

"What do animals eat?"
    A free program “Stay
Home with Shedd” for
grades 3-5 will feature un-
derwater biology and
aquatic biodiversity.
    There are 4 aquatic an-
imal videos,10–15 min-
utes each, 3 student
activity packets, 1 com-
panion educator guide
and 3 activity packets on
biodiversity & conserva-
tion.
    Swim with Sharks in
360 features sharks at
Shedd Aquarium's Wild
Reef and in the crystal-
blue waters of The Ba-
hamas. 
    Underwater Beauty
Live Cam will discover
the dreamlike patterns of
angelfishes, wrasses,
tangs and butterflyfishes. 
    Virtual Reality Pen-
guins will explain how the
aquarium cares for rock-
hopper and Magellanic
penguins. Download the
app to start exploring.__________________

Shedd Aquarium
Has Reopened

Free Food
Distribution

    The community is in-
vited to partake in a free
food distribution at Our
Lady of Fatima, 2751 W.
38th pl.
    Every Saturday from
10 am. to noon, while sup-
plies last.
    For walk-ups, enter
through Pershing rd.
alley behind the Acero -
Sandra Cisnero’s school.
    For drive-ups, enter
through California - 38th
pl. and food will be placed
in your trunk.

    Low-to-moderate in-
come families and older
Illinoisans needing assis-
tance filing their 2020 in-
dividual income taxes can
receive free help through
several trusted programs
across the State of Illinois.
The Internal Revenue
Service and AARP Tax-
Aide programs are provid-
ing free basic income tax
return preparation with
electronic filing to quali-
fied individuals. How tax-
payer assistance is
provided and when serv-
ices are available varies
by region, based upon sev-
eral variables including
COVID-19 conditions and
volunteer capacity.
    The IRS Volunteer In-
come Tax Assistance and
the Tax Counseling for
the Elderly programs
offer free tax help for indi-
viduals making $57,000
or less, persons with dis-
abilities, limited English
speaking taxpayers and
individuals 60 years of
age or older. Taxpayers
can search for a free tax
assistance provider clos-
est to them by visiting the
Illinois Department of
Revenue’s website tax.illi-
nois.gov. Additional assis-
tance is also being offered
through the IRS-spon-
sored Ladder Up Virtual
Tax Assistance Program,
which also provides free
basic tax return prepara-
tion for low-to-moderate
income and elderly tax-
payers. 
    The AARP Foundation
Tax-Aide program pro-
vides free tax assistance
to taxpayers over the age
of 50 or who have low-to-
moderate income. Avail-
ability is determined at
the local or community
level, by appointment
only (walk-in service is
unavailable this year).
    Decisions on whether a
site offers an all-virtual,
light contact or in-person
approach will be based on
safety and health data
from Johns Hopkins
about COVID-19 levels in
a community. The site lo-
cator will be regularly up-
dated, and short notice
changes are possible.
AARP membership is not
required to receive assis-
tance. Various taxpayer

assistance services may
be provided to each site,
including traditional in-
person, low-contact, and
contact-free services. Tax-
payers should contact the
tax assistance provider
closest to them to ask how
to access these volunteer
services.
    Get the latest news
and updates from the Illi-
nois Department on Aging
by following the depart-
ment on Facebook, Twit-
ter, and LinkedIn, or by
calling the Senior
HelpLine at 1-800-252-
8966 or by email aging.
ilsenior@illinois.gov.
    ___________________

Assistance With
Tax Preparation

Business Workshops
For Certification

    The City has created
numerous initiatives to
increase the number of
skilled residents prepared
to work in growing indus-
tries. Ensuring that dis-
advantaged populations
have access to employ-
ment opportunities is a
high priority. Workshops
will cover the Project
Area Resident Ordinance
and local hiring require-
ments, ap-prenticeship
utilization and ex-of-
fender bid incentives. The
Department of Family
and Support Services and
Chicago Cook Workforce
Partner-ship will feature
programs they offer.
    Working with Assist
Agencies: Chicago Wo-
men in Trades and Revo-
lution Workshop,
Wednesday, March 17th,
2 to 3 p.m. Chicago Assist
Agencies are comprised of
not-for-profit agencies
and/or chambers of com-
merce that represent the
interests of small, local,
minority, women, vet-
eran, and disadvantaged-
owned businesses. These
organizations offer many
resources to help busi-
nesses at every stage of
their growth cycle as well
as connect prime contrac-
tors with certified firms
for subcontracting oppor-
tunities. This workshop
will outline the role and
responsibilities of an As-
sist Agency.
    To register, sign up at
chicago.gov/dpsevents.

Daily Story Time
    The Chicago Public
Library has launched
“Live from the Library: A
daily Story Time for Kids
of Chicago” weekdays at
10 a.m. CST on Facebook
live. This program will
feature librarians and
Chicago notables reading
their favorite children’s
books.

Obituaries

    STELLA BUDZIAK
(nee Godula) age 92. Wife
of late John Budziak;
mother of Judith (Marlin)
Shulist; grandmother of
Jacob Shulist and late
Maklin Shulist; daughter
of late Walter J. & late
Antioneete Godula (nee
Cabaj); sister of late Wal-
ter (late Helen) Godula,
late Loretta Godula, late
Irene (late Bruno)
Nawara and late Adolph
Godula; aunt of Debbie
Nawara. Funeral services
were held March 8th from
Wolniak Funeral Home to
Five Holy Martyrs
Church. Interment was at
Resurrection Cemetery.

    ELVIA E. FERNAN-
DEZ, age 71, wife of late
Juan Hernandez; mother
of Bernardo (Paula), Fe-
lipe De Jesus (Ana),
Edith, Luis (Lesley); sis-
ter of Agustina and Maria
Teresa; grandmother of
16 and great grandmother
of 14. Funeral Mass was
celebrated March 5th at
St. Joseph Church. Visita-
tion followed at Ocwieja-
Robles Funeral Home,
4256 S. Mozart.

    JOSE GUILLERMO
MENDOZA, of Mexico
City, Mexico, passed away
on Feb. 19th at the age of
66. He was the husband of
Martha Mendoza; father
of Liliana and Martha
Mendoza; grandfather of
Alyssa, Abigail, Jose An-
tonio, Adam Cruz, and
Mateo Julian. Visitation
was held at: Szykowny
Funeral Home, 4901 S
Archer. Funeral Mass
was celebrated at St
Adrian Parish.

    FRANCISCA SAL-
GADO-RUIZ, age 85,
wife of late Gabino Vil-
lanueva; mother of Mer-
cedes (Francisco Ama-
stal), Martina, Francisco,
Jesus and Alvaro; grand-
mother of 30 and great
grandmother of 25. Fu-
neral Mass was cele-
brated March 8th at St.
Gall Church. Visitation
followed at Ocwieja-Rob-
les Funeral Home, 4256 S.
Mozart.

    MARIA G. VAL-
TIERRA, passed away on
Feb. 15th at the age of 59.
Visitation was held at
Szykowny Funeral Home,
4901 S Archer. Funeral
Mass was celebrated at
St. Malachy Church. In-
terment was at Holy
Sepulchre Cemetery.
    ___________________

STATIONS: 7 P.M. St. Therese, Friday, March 19th
7 P.M. St. Barbara, Fridays: March 12th, March 26th

Reminder For
Second Shot

    As more residents be-
come eligible for the
COVID-19 vaccine, the
Illinois Department of
Public Health is encour-
aging those who receive a
COVID-19 vaccination to
utilize the V-safe After
Vaccination Health
Checker (v-safe).  Devel-
oped by the Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention, v-safe allows in-
dividuals who have
received their first vacci-
nation to get a text sent to
their smartphone to re-
mind them it’s time for
their second shot. 
    For those who receive
the Johnson & Johnson
vaccine, a second dose is
not needed.
    The free program that
allows people to commu-
nicate with the CDC re-
garding any potential
side-effects they may ex-
perience.  Depending on
the answer, someone
from the CDC may call to
check on the individual
and get more information.
If any serious health
problems are reported,
they can be investigated
quickly by CDC’s medical
experts and scientists.  
    If you would like to
participate in v-safe, you
must sign up within 42-
hours of getting your first
COVID-19 vaccine dose. 
    To learn more about,
or register, visit
https://www.cdc.gov/coro-
navirus/2019-ncov/vac-
cines/safety/vsafe.html.

SAINT ANTHONY HOSPITAL WILL BE PROVIDING
COVID-19 VACCINES TO BRIGHTON PARK SENIORS 65+

Sunday, March 14 - 7 AM to 7 PM

NO WALK-INS • VACCINES ARE FREE • PLEASE BRING ID

STEP 1

STEP 2

STEP 3

Register online at http://chi.gov/seniorvax11 or
call the 15th Ward Office at (773) 823-1539.

A representative from Saint Anthony will contact
you to register and schedule your appointment.

Arrive at 4177 S. Archer Avenue 15 minutes before
your appointment. Park in the TCF Bank parking lot.
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PUBLISHERS NOTICE:
All real estate advertising in this newspa-
per is subject to the Fair Housing Act
which makes it illegal to advertise “any
Preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, hand-
icap, famililial status or national origin, or
an intention, to make any such prefer-
ence, limitation or discrimination.”
Famililial status includes children under
the age of 18 living with parent or legal
custodians, pregnant women and peo-
ple securing custody of children under
18. This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. Our read-
ers are hereby informed that all dwelling
advertised in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity basis. To
complain of discrimination call HUD toll-
free at 1 (800) 669-9777. The toll-
free telephone number for the
hearing impaired is 1 (800) 927-
9275.

For Rent
HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

Palos Hills Apartments
Avoid the congestion of the city, live in
a park-like setting near forest pre-
serves, transportation, shopping and
schools. Located in Palos Hills, Scenic
Tree Apartments has one bedrooms
starting at $891 month and two bed-
rooms starting at $1,025 month.

Call (833) 373-0161
for an appointment

__________________________________

Use The Want Ads
Call

(773) 523-3663 
or email

brightonparklife@
aol.com

Deadline Tuesday
12 p.m. noon

Real Estate For Sale
HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

To Our Advertisers:
Please notify us if you find an error in
your ad or if your ad failed to run. If
you notify us on the first day it was
scheduled to appear, we’ll make the
correction as soon as deadlines per-
mit. We want to give you the best
possible service. But if you do not let
us know of a problem the first day, it
may continue to run incorrectly. This
newspaper will not be liable for failure
to publish an ad or for a typographi-
cal error or errors in publication ex-
cept to the extent of the cost of the ad
for the first day’s insertion. Adjust-
ment for the errors is limited to the
cost of that portion of the ad where
the error occurred. Please check
your advertisement EACH time it ap-
pears and notify us in case of an error
(773) 523-3663.
Brighton Park-McKinley Park Life
Newspaper is not responsible for
mail delivery, for the reproduction
quality of any “computer generated”
photography or poor quality photo-
graphs submitted.

_____________________

The Illinois Department of Human Services’ Mental Health
Division has launched a free-of-charge emotional support

text line for Illinois residents experiencing stress and
mental health issues related to COVID-19.

Individuals who would like to speak with a mental health
professional can text “TALK” to 5-5-2-0-2-0, or for

Spanish “HABLAR” to the same number: 5-5-2-0-2-0

Call4Calm is free to use, and individuals will remain
anonymous. Once a resident sends a text to the hotline,

within 24 hours they will receive a call from a counselor employed
by a local community mental health center to provide support.

Individuals can also text 5-5-2-0-2-0, with key words such as
“unemployment” or “food” or “shelter” and will receive

information on how to navigate and access supports and services

Call4Calm
text “TALK” to 5-5-2-0-2-0

QUIET, clean secure room. 51st and
Homan. (312) 953-0785.__________________________________

3 BEDROOM apartment, 2nd floor. Re-
frigerator, range. Tenant pays utilities.
Parking space available. (312) 636-9283.__________________________________

(833) 373-0161
10205 S. 86th Terrace #210, Palos Hills

Email: stleasing@mathenrs.com
www.scenictreeapts.com

apply online!

Rent In The ‘Burbs!
We invite you to visit this quiet residential community
located near the forest preserves in Palos Hills. Scenic
Tree is convenient to shopping and dining at Orland
Park and Chicago Ridge, excellent school district, Mor-
raine Valley Community College and Midway Airport.

One bedrooms starting at $916 month

Two bedrooms starting at $1,056 month

• Free Heat
• Private Patio or Balcony
• Intercom Entry
• Ceiling Fans
• Window Treatments
• Large Walk-in Closets
in 2 bedrooms

• Spacious Apartments with
Separate Dining Area

• 24-hour Emergency
Maintenance

• Laundry Facilities in
every Building

• Ample Parking

Real Estate For Sale
HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

4017 S. Kedzie. 1st floor rear. 2 bed-
rooms, one bath. Credit and background
check required. $850 month plus one
month deposit. (312) 375-6077.__________________________________

Garage For Rent
HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

Garage Space
2 minutes from Orange Line.
10 Minutes from Loop.

$100 Month.

Near 35th & Archer
(708) 975-1532

__________________________________

53RD/SAWYER
3 rooms, 1bdrm, 1st floor, hard-
wood floors, $720 month plus
security deposit. Close to trans-
portation.

53RD/SAWYER
3 Rooms, 1 bdrm, 1st fl., appli-
ances, ceiling fan, coin laundry,
owner heated, $690 + 1-1/2
mnths security deposit.

ARCHER/ASHLAND
6 rooms, 3 bedrooms, 2nd floor,
coin laundry, tenant heated.
$980 a month plus 1-1/2 months
security deposit.

O’Brien Family Realty
6359 S. Central Ave.
(773) 581-7800

__________________________________

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK
COUNTY, ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY
DIVISION
LIMA ONE CAPITAL LLC; 
Plaintiff,
vs.
CDF PROPERTIES INCORPORATED;
CARL D. FORD; 
CHRISTOPHER A. BROWN; CITY OF
CHICAGO; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NONRECORD
CLAIMANTS; 
Defendants,
19 CH 7195
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and
Sale entered in the above entitled cause In-
tercounty Judicial Sales Corporation will on
Monday, March 29, 2021 at the hour of 11
a.m. in their office at 120 West Madison
Street, Suite 718A, Chicago, Illinois, sell at
public auction to the highest bidder for cash,
as set forth below, the following described
mortgaged real estate:
Commonly known as 5725 S. May Street,
Chicago, IL 60621.
P.I.N. 20-17-217-013-0000.
The mortgaged real estate is improved with
a single family residence. If the subject mort-
gaged real estate is a unit of a common in-
terest community, the purchaser of the unit
other than a mortgagee shall pay the as-
sessments required by subsection (g-1) of
Section 18.5 of the Condominium Property
Act.
Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds,
balance, by certified funds, within 24 hours.
No refunds. The property will NOT be open
for inspection
For information call Ms. Jennifer E. Walker
at Plaintiff's Attorney, Plunkett Cooney, 221
North LaSalle Street, Chicago, Illinois
60601. 312-670-6900.
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES
CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3164435
________________________________

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK
COUNTY, ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY
DIVISION
FIFTH THIRD MORTGAGE COMPANY
Plaintiff,
-v.-
DWAYNE WILLIAMS A/K/A DWAINE
WILLIAMS, LISA WILLIAMS, CITIMORT-
GAGE, INC., NEW CENTURY MORTGAGE
CORPORATION
Defendants
15 CH 10888
7950 SOUTH MORGAN STREET
CHICAGO, IL 60620
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and
Sale entered in the above cause on Febru-
ary 13, 2020, an agent for The Judicial Sales
Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on March 30,
2021, at The Judicial Sales Corporation,
One South Wacker Drive, CHICAGO, IL,
60606, sell at a public sale to the highest
bidder, as set forth below, the following de-
scribed real estate:
Commonly known as 7950 SOUTH MOR-
GAN STREET, CHICAGO, IL 60620
Property Index No. 20-32-203-032-0000
The real estate is improved with a brick, two
story single family home with a detached
garage.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by
certified funds at the close of the sale
payable to The Judicial Sales Corporation.
No third party checks will be accepted. The
balance, including the Judicial Sale fee for
the Abandoned Residential Property Munic-
ipality Relief Fund, which is calculated on
residential real estate at the rate of $1 for
each $1,000 or fraction thereof of the
amount paid by the purchaser not to exceed
$300, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is
due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee
shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the
residential real estate pursuant to its credit
bid at the sale or by any mortgagee, judg-
ment creditor, or other lienor acquiring the
residential real estate whose rights in and to
the residential real estate arose prior to the
sale. The subject property is subject to gen-
eral real estate taxes, special assessments,
or special taxes levied against said real es-
tate and is offered for sale without any rep-
resentation as to quality or quantity of title
and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to
confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale
that will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the
real estate after confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection
and plaintiff makes no representation as to
the condition of the property. Prospective
bidders are admonished to check the court
file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale,
other than a mortgagee, shall pay the as-
sessments and the legal fees required by
The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property is a
condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit
at the foreclosure sale other than a mort-
gagee shall pay the assessments required
by The Condominium Property Act, 765
ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO RE-
MAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS
AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SEC-
TION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by
a government agency (driver's license, pass-
port, etc.) in order to gain entry into our
building and the foreclosure sale room in
Cook County and the same identification for
sales held at other county venues where
The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.
MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE,
LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, One North Dear-
born Street, Suite 1200, Chicago, IL, 60602.
Tel No. (312) 346-9088.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor,
Chicago, IL 60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status re-
port of pending sales.
MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE,
LLC
One North Dearborn Street, Suite 1200
Chicago IL, 60602
312-346-9088
E-Mail: pleadings@mccalla.com
Attorney File No. 20-04748IL_613657
Attorney ARDC No. 61256
Attorney Code. 61256
Case Number: 15 CH 10888
TJSC#: 41-206
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection
Practices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's
attorney is deemed to be a debt collector at-
tempting to collect a debt and any informa-
tion obtained will be used for that purpose.
Case # 15 CH 10888
I3164561
________________________________

Help Wanted
HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

GENERAL
WAREHOUSE WORK

All Shifts Available.
Must pass background check,
physical and drug test.

Apply in person M-F 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

CAW - 2301 S. Ashland Ave.
__________________________________

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK
COUNTY, ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY
DIVISION
CITIZENS BANK NA
Plaintiff,
-v.-
CHICAGO TITLE LAND TRUST COMPANY,
AS TRUSTEE U/T/A DATED SEPTEMBER
15, 2015 A/K/A TRUST NO. 8002369206,
AQUA FINANCE, INC., UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants
2019CH14189
8147 SOUTH JUSTINE STREET
CHICAGO, IL 60620
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and
Sale entered in the above cause on January
7, 2021, an agent for The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, will at 10:30 AM on April 13, 2021,
at The Judicial Sales Corporation, One
South Wacker Drive, CHICAGO, IL, 60606,
sell at a public sale to the highest bidder, as
set forth below, the following described real
estate:
Commonly known as 8147 SOUTH
JUSTINE STREET, CHICAGO, IL 60620
Property Index No. 20-32-117-015-0000
The real estate is improved with a residence.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by
certified funds at the close of the sale
payable to The Judicial Sales Corporation.
No third party checks will be accepted. The
balance, including the Judicial Sale fee for
the Abandoned Residential Property Munic-
ipality Relief Fund, which is calculated on
residential real estate at the rate of $1 for
each $1,000 or fraction thereof of the
amount paid by the purchaser not to exceed
$300, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is
due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee
shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the
residential real estate pursuant to its credit
bid at the sale or by any mortgagee, judg-
ment creditor, or other lienor acquiring the
residential real estate whose rights in and to
the residential real estate arose prior to the
sale. The subject property is subject to gen-
eral real estate taxes, special assessments,
or special taxes levied against said real es-
tate and is offered for sale without any rep-
resentation as to quality or quantity of title
and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to
confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale
that will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the
real estate after confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection
and plaintiff makes no representation as to
the condition of the property. Prospective
bidders are admonished to check the court
file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale,
other than a mortgagee, shall pay the as-
sessments and the legal fees required by
The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property is a
condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit
at the foreclosure sale other than a mort-
gagee shall pay the assessments required
by The Condominium Property Act, 765
ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO RE-
MAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS
AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SEC-
TION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by
a government agency (driver's license, pass-
port, etc.) in order to gain entry into our
building and the foreclosure sale room in
Cook County and the same identification for
sales held at other county venues where
The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.
For information, examine the court file,
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's At-
torneys, 15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE
ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR RIDGE, IL,
60527 (630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor,
Chicago, IL 60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status re-
port of pending sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD,
SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-19-11492
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Attorney Code. 21762
Case Number: 2019CH14189
TJSC#: 41-112
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection
Practices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's
attorney is deemed to be a debt collector at-
tempting to collect a debt and any informa-
tion obtained will be used for that purpose.
Case # 2019CH14189
I3165072
________________________________

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The following public meeting of the Southwest Home Equity 

Assurance Program will be held at:

5334 W. 65th Street

Chicago IL 60638

6:30 p.m. 

Special Board Meeting

Monday, March 22, 2021

Please call 773-735-2000 for ZOOM information

PUBLIC NOTICE

Lawyers Offer
Phone Advice

    Attorneys with the
Chicago Bar Associa-
tion’s Call-A-Lawyer Pro-
gram will be available to
take calls at (312) 554-
2001 from the public and
offer legal advice on Sat-
urday, March 20th from 9
a.m. to noon.
    Citizens may explain
their situation to an at-
torney who will then sug-
gest self-help strategies
or provide advice to help
resolve their issues.
    If callers need further
legal services or have
questions beyond the
scope of the attorney’s
practice area, they will be
advised to contact the
CBA Lawyer Referral
Service. For more infor-
mation visit www.
chicagobar.org.

Virtual Class
For Citizenship

    Brighton Park Neigh-
borhood Council is offer-
ing free citizenship
classes via WhatsApp. To
register, call Adrianna
Morales at (773) 540-
4033.

Library Announces
Spring Concerts

    The Library of Con-
gress will continue its
season of Concerts with
an offering of virtual con-
certs, interviews and con-
versations with artists
and composers, lectures,
curator talks and educa-
tional programs. The
spring series kicks off on
March 12th with a per-
formance from the young
musicians of the New
World Symphony, fol-
lowed by performances
from Scottish pianist
Steven Osborne on March
19th and the Dudok
Quartet Amsterdam on
March 26th.
    All events will be
made available at 7 p.m.
on the scheduled pre-
miere date on loc.gov/con-
certs, the Library’s
YouTube channel and the
Performing Arts at the Li-
brary of Congress Face-
book page. All events of
the season are free, and
tickets are not required.

HB2170 Improves
Education System

    Governor JB Pritzker
signed HB2170 that ex-
pands access, equity and
opportunity in the educa-
tion system. This legisla-
tion supports public
schools, making college
education more afford-
able, investing in voca-
tional training, and
expanding the teacher
workforce. 

Early Childhood
Education 

    Expands access to the
Early Intervention pro-
gram by allowing children
who turn 3 years old be-
tween May and August to
continue receiving serv-
ices until the beginning of
the next school year.
    Requires the Illinois
State Board of Education
(ISBE) to annually assess
all public-school students
entering kindergarten to
measure their readiness. 
    Requires that behav-
ioral health providers use
diagnostic codes and de-
scriptions that are devel-
opmentally and age
appropriate for children
under the age of 5.

Primary and
Secondary Education

    Adds new graduation
requirements that will
better prepare students in
computer literacy, labora-
tory science and foreign
languages. 
    Increases access to ac-
celerated placement pro-
grams for students
meeting or exceeding
state standards in Eng-
lish language arts, math,
or science.
    Expands the required
Black history coursework
to include pre-enslave-
ment of Black people, why
Black people came to be
enslaved, and the Ameri-
can Civil Rights renais-
sance.
    Requires the Illinois P-
20 Council to make rec-
ommendations for the
short-term and long-term
learning recovery actions
for public school students
in the wake of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
• Establishes a 22-person
Inclusive American His-

tory Commission.
    Requires the Profes-
sional Review Panel to
study various issues to
strengthen the equity
components in the state’s
evidence-based school
funding formula. 
    Creates the Whole
Child Task Force to focus
on expanding trauma-re-
sponsive school services.
    Establishes a freedom
school network to supple-
ment learning in public
schools. 

Higher Education

    Establishes the Deve-
lopmental Education Re-
form Act, which requires
community colleges to use
certain measures to deter-
mine the placement of
students in introductory
college-level courses. 
    Increases the percent-
age of grant funds priori-
tized for Black males and
incorporates considera-
tion of financial need in
awarding grants.
    Establishes priority in
grant funding for stu-
dents wanting to become
bilingual teachers. 
    Expands the Illinois
Teaching Excellence Pro-
gram to cover programs
working with diverse can-
didates.
    Reduces the AIM High
Program matching funds
requirement for public
universities based on the
percentage of low-income
students enrolled at the
public institution.
    Requires that ISBE
compile a review that
identifies the courses that
each public university re-
quires or recommends
that high school students
take in order to be admit-
ted as an undergraduate. 

Workforce
Development

    Requires the Illinois
Workforce Investment
Board conduct a feasibil-
ity study of all workforce
development programs
funded by the federal
Workforce Innovation and
Opportunity Act. 
    HB 2170 is effective
immediately.____________________________________________

Flower Show At
Garfield Conservatory

    The Garfield Park
Conservatory and Gar-
dens, 300 N. Central park
ave, has reopened the in-
doors to the general pub-
lic. Virtual programming
will also stay connected.
The Spring Flower Show:
Saturation will welcome
back guests through May
9th.

    All 60-minute visits
must be pre-booked at vis-

itors@garfieldpark.org or
(773) 638-1766.    ___________________

Hernandez Honored
    Daniel Flores-Hernan-
dez, has been named to
DePauw University's Fall
2020 Dean's List. Hon-
orees must achieve a se-
mester grade point
average of 3.5 or higher
on a 4.0 scale.

Campaign For
Opioid Recovery

    The Illinois Depart-
ment of Human Services
announced the #Recov-
eryBelongs social media
campaign to increase
awareness of Interna-
tional Overdose Aware-
ness.
    To learn more, visit:
https://www.dhs.state.il.u
s/page.aspx?item=118655
. If you or someone you
know is suffering from an
opioid use disorder or
substance use disorder,
contact the Illinois
Helpline (833) 234-6343,
texting "HELP" to
833234, or visiting:
www.helplineIL.org.

Forest Preserve Offers Programs
    The Cook County For-
est Preserve District has
scheduled free interesting
programs.
    Dan Ryans Woods Vis-
itors Center, 87th and
Western ave. will conduct
an hour-long open nature
play time on Fridays
through March 26th from
12 to 4 p.m. and Wednes-
days through March 31st
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Each week will also fea-
ture a story trail to incor-
porate literature into play
and a take home activity
kit. Registration is re-
quired with Jessica.
Becker@cookcountyil.gov
or (312) 415-2970.
    Blue Island Public Li-
brary will conduct a Zoom
presentation, “Birdwatch-
ing for Beginners” on
Thursday, March 11th at
6 p.m. Registration is re-
quired at scain@blueis-
landlibrary.org.
    Facebook Live from
Little Red Schoolhouse
will feature Making Sense
of Senses on Thursday,
March 18th at 10 a.m.
Like all animals, our
senses are directly linked
to our survival. A few ex-
periements will be con-
ducted virtually to better
understand how they
work. Contact (708) 839-
6897 or littlered.
schoolhouse@cookcoun-
tyil.gov.
    Facebook Live from
Crabtree Nature Center
will explore Geoheritage
on Saturday, March 20th
at 2 p.m. Learn about this
global movement to save
geologically dynamic loca-
tions, how it has been im-
plemented in the United
States, and what the fu-

ture may hold. Registra-
tion is required at (847)
381-6592 or Crabtree.Na-
tureCenter@cookcoun-
tyil.gov.
    Facebook Live from
Sand Ridge Nature Cen-
ter will feature the birds
of Cook County on Tues-
day, March 23rd at 1 p.m.
Contact (708) 868-0606 or
sandridge.naturecenter@
cookcountyil.gov.
    Facebook Live from

Little Red Schoolhouse
will explain the ecology of
native frogs and why ver-
nal pools are so important
for their life cycles on Sat-
urday, March 27th at 1:30
p.m. Contact: (708) 839-
6897 or littlered.
schoolhouse@cookcoun-
tyil.gov. 
    ___________________

Ladder Up
Tax Preparation

    Ladder Up Tax Assis-
tance program sites serve
individuals earning up to
$30,000 per year and
families earning up to
$57,000 per year. Free
services are available
through April 15th.
Preparation of Federal
and Illinois income tax re-
turns for full-year Illinois
residents.
    To make an appoint-
ment, visit www.golad-
derup.org or call (312)
588-6900. The Brighton
Park tax site location is at
WIC.Western,  5332 S.
Western.

Phone Bank On
Property Taxes

    Treasurer Maria Pap-
pas and ABC 7 Chicago
will host “Black and
Latino Houses Matter” on
March 11th from 3 to 7
p.m., a phone bank at
(312) 603-5105 to help
Cook County homeown-
ers find refunds, apply for
property tax exemptions
and avoid the Tax Sale. 
    A team from the Trea-
surer’s Office, fluent in
Spanish, Polish, Chinese
and English, will: Search
$76 million in available
property tax refunds,
Check if you are eligible
for $46 million in missing
tax exemptions and Ver-
ify if your property is on
the Tax Sale list with
delinquent taxes.
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Try the rest, then call one of the Best!

(773) 582-9300
6165 S. ARCHER

(At Austin)

CALL FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS.

6918 W. Archer Ave. - Price Reduced Commercial brick
building. Large store front & 3 offices, 1/2 basement, 85x125
lot. Parking in rear and additional parking across the street.
Immediate possession! Call (773) 582-9300.

RENTALS: Looking for an apartment, condo,home or store
front. Give me a call! (773) 582-9300.

5621 S. Nottingham Ave. - Location, Location, Location.
New Price Archer & Nottingham - Quad Level 7 rooms, 3 bed-
rooms brick with 3 baths. New roof on home & garage, all win-
dows upgraded with shades or blinds. Built in sprinkler
system; A/C in 2009, hardwood floors in 2017, 2.5 car garage,
side drive. Semi finished sub basement, fireplace, laundry
room and more. Call for more details at (773) 582-9300.

PALERMO’S
3751 W. 63rd St. • (773) 585-5002

Call after 3 p.m. - Se Habla Espanol

21014 S. La Grange Rd, Frankfort IL (815) 464-5300
2893 East US Highway 30, Merrillville-Hobart, IN (219) 940-3599

(Between Home Depot & The Room Place)

Of 63rd
Street

Pick-Up or Delivery Pick-Up or Delivery

$150 Off
Any Palermo’s Lrg. Pizza

or Free 1 Liter RC
•Thin •Deep  Dish •Stuffed

Good at Chicago or Frankfort
Limit one coupon per order. Exp. 3/31/21

$250Off
Any Palermo’s Ex. Lrg. Pizza

or Free 2 Liter RC
•Thin •Deep  Dish •Stuffed

Good at Chicago or Frankfort
Limit one coupon per order. Exp. 3/31/21.

Celebrating 55 Years
Recently on Chicago’s Best  - see us at

Find out about our catering specials at www.palermosof63rd.com

Carry-Out Only

Starting At

$695
person

Not valid with any other offer. Exp.3/31/21.

Catering Package
30 people minimum or

by the tray for any amount of people.
Call for details.

______________________________________________

UNDER CONTRACT

CZS Presents
Virtual Lectures

    The Chicago Zoological
Society is offering a vir-
tual lecture series featur-
ing an array of fascinating
topics about Brookfield
Zoo’s history, animals,
and conservation pro-
grams.
    Following each presen-
tation, there will be time
for a question and answer
session. Lectures, which
begin at 7 p.m., are free,
although a $10 donation
is appreciated. Online
reservations are required
and can be made at
CZS.org/LectureSeries.
    The final virtual lec-
ture, “Connecting One

Landscape for Wildlife
and People,” takes place
on Wednesday, March
24th. Ryan Lutey, execu-
tive director and Mitch
Doherty, conservation
program manager for
Vital Ground Foundation,
will give an overview on
the organization’s efforts
to protect and restore
North America’s grizzly
bear populations for fu-
ture generations. Based in
Montana, since its found-
ing in 1990, Vital Ground
Foundation has helped
conserve and enhance ap-
proximately 620,000 acres
of habitat. 

Free Yoga Class
At Conservatory

    Black Creativity and
its Juried Art Exhibition
will open for an extended
run at the Museum of Sci-
ence and Industry, 57th &
Lake Shore Drive from
April 7th to July 5th.
    The annual exhibition
showcases more than 100
works by professional ar-
tisits fronm across the na-
tion as well as local
student artists. An online
art gallery will provide
more people the opportu-
nity to view the artwork if
they are unable to visit
the museum in person.
    The Black Creativity
Innovator Gallery will cel-
ebrate the accomplish-
ments of Ian Michael
Brock, high school stu-
dent and co-founder,
Dream Hustie Code; J.
Ivy, performance poet, au-
thor; Tonika Lewis John-
son, artist and creator of
the Folded Map Project;
Chris and Zachery
Slaughter, photographers,
“Boarded Up Chicago:
Storefront Images Days
After the George Floyd
Riot”; Taylor Staten, Ar-
chitect, TnS Studio online
and via MSI’s social
media accounts.
    A new exhibit of social

impact art created during
the recent Black Lives
Matter protests were
taken by father and son
team Chris and Zachary
Slaughter. The gallery
will also feature commis-
sioned artwork by mural-
ist Jamiah Calvin and
local teen artists.
    The Black Creativity
Family Day celebration
will be held on June 19th.
Guests can watch a
recorded performance by
poet J. Ivy and share their
reflections by contributing
to a written ward college.
Museum admission will
be free on Family Day,
but capacity is limited
and tickets must be re-
served online in advance.
    The Black Creativity
Gala will be a virtual
event on April 17th and
feature the winning
works in the Juried Art
Exhibition, musical per-
formances, art interviews
and gallery tours. A sepa-
rate ticket purchase is re-
quired for this event.
    Learn more at
msichicago.org/blackcre-
ativity (//education/cre-
ativity-and-innovation/bla
ck-creativity/)

Black Creativity
Art Exhibit

Reopening For
City Ballparks

    Mayor Lori E. Light-
foot announced plans to
reopen Guaranteed Rate
Field and Wrigley Field to
fans part of the “Open
Chicago” efforts. 
    CDPH and the Depart-
ment of Business Affairs
and Consumer Protection
announced further easing
of COVID-19 restrictions
due to progress in reopen-
ing metrics. Indoor capac-
ity at bars, restaurants,
and other businesses sits
at 50% capacity as
COVID-19 cases, test pos-
itivity, emergency depart-
ment visits and ICU beds
are at low- to moderate-
risk levels.  
    Guaranteed Rate
Field, just over 40,000
guests. The reopening ca-
pacity on Opening Day,
April 8th will be limited to
20% or 8,122 fans.
    Wrigley Field, which
has a normal capacity of
41,374, will be limited to
8,274 fans per game.
Opening Day is April 1st,
and the Cubs are slated to
have 81 home games this
year.
    The ballpark reopen-

ing will start at 20% ca-
pacity with additional re-
strictions, and potentially
open to more fans as vac-
cination and recovery ef-
forts continue. An
increase in cases could re-
sult in ballparks, bars,
restaurants and busi-
nesses closing to reduce
outbreaks. Wrigley
rooftops will also be open
and required to follow
guidelines for bars and
restaurants.  
    White Sox, and Cubs
leadership have instituted
several operational meas-
ures designed to mitigate
the risk of transmission.
These measures include:
Ballpark entry and
amenity zones limited
contact entry, cashless
concessions and retail, ad-
ditional restrooms per
guest, reduced queueing
times and reconfigured in-
door spaces. 
    All guests will be re-
quired to wear their
masks.  
    For capacity protocols
across all industries and
activities, visit
chicago.gov/reopening.  

Hotline For
Domestic Abuse

    If you or anyone you
know may experience do-
mestic violence during
the Stay at Home order,
the National Domestic Vi-
olence Hotline (1-800-
799-7233) recommends
creating a safety plan
that considers travel re-
strictions and limited
shelter options. More in-
formation is available in
English and Spanish at
bit.ly/NDVHcorona.
    The Illinois Domestic
Violence Hotline (1-877-
863-6338) is experiencing
an increase in calls and
its shelters are at capac-
ity.

Earned Income
Tax Credit

    Taxpayers may be in
line for a larger refund
this year because of the
federal Earned Income
Tax Credit and its Illinois
counterpart, the Illinois
Earned Income Credit.
Individuals must file a
tax return and claim it.
    Anyone eligible for the
federal EITC automati-
cally qualifies for the Illi-
nois EIC, which is a
refundable tax credit
worth up to 18 percent of
a taxpayer's federal
claim. In 2020, more than
13,000 Illinoisans claimed
a federal EITC credit
without also claiming the
state EIC, leaving over $7
million dollars unclaimed.
    To be eligible for
EIC/EITC, taxpayers
must meet certain income
and residency qualifica-
tions and file a tax return,
even if they do not owe
any tax or are not re-
quired to file.
    The Internal Revenue
Service recommends that
all workers who earned
around $56,844 or less
learn about EITC eligibil-
ity and use the EITC As-
sistant to find out if they
qualify.
    Taxpayers must be el-
igible for federal EITC to
receive the state EIC.
EITC can mean up to a
$6,660 refund when a tax-
payer files a return with
qualifying children.
Workers without a quali-
fying child could be eligi-
ble for a smaller credit up
to $538.
    To find out if you qual-
ify irs.gov/credits-deduca-
tions/individuals/earned-
income-tax-credit-eitc.

______________________________________________

    The Garfield Park Conservatory will present
an online Yoga Class on Saturdays through
March 27th from 9 to 10 a.m.
    This class works to reduce stress while im-
proving strength and flexibility through visuali-
zation, focused breathing, and yoga postures
with modifications for all levels.
    Beginners to advanced yogis are welcome to
join. Pre-registration is required. This class is
free but they welcome donations to help offset
programming costs. Learn more at https://
garfieldconservatory.org/events/_______________________________________________

Auto Renewal For
Property Exemptions
    Cook County Assessor
Fritz Kaegi reminds prop-
erty owners that due to
the COVID-19 pandemic,
the Illinois legislature is
allowing the Assessor’s
Office to automatically
renew many property tax
exemptions for tax year
2020. The following ex-
emptions will automati-
cally renew this year, for
homeowners who received
them last year for tax
year 2019 and who re-
mained eligible in 2020:
    Homeowner Exemp-
tion (annual auto-re-
newal), Senior Exemption
(annual auto-renewal),
Senior Freeze Exemption
(2020 auto-renewal), Per-
sons with Disabilities Ex-
emption (2020
auto-renewal) and Veter-
ans with Disabilities Ex-
emption (2020
auto-renewal).
    Households will re-
ceive mail from the Asses-
sor that confirms the
auto-renewal of the ex-
emptions placed on their
homes. All exemptions
will be applied to the sec-
ond installment property
tax bills issued in summer
of 2021.
    Property owners are
advised that the first in-
stallment bill that was re-
cently mailed does not
reflect 2020 exemptions,
assessment appeals, or
assessment COVID ad-
justments. By law, it is 55
percent of the total taxes
paid the previous year.
    The Assessor’s Office

also identifies households
who may be newly eligible
for exemptions (such as
homes that recently sold
before January 1, 2020)
and homes that have not
received an exemption in
the last two years. The
Assessor’s Office mails
Taxpayer Exemption
Booklets which contain
applications and instruc-
tions on how to apply for
the Homeowner, Senior,
and Senior Freeze Ex-
emptions if eligible. 
    Applications will also
be made available on
cookcountyassessor.com
and are due March 31,
2021.  In addition, the As-
sessor’s Office determines
which properties may
qualify under state law
for the Longtime Home-
owner Exemption, and
mails an application to
these homeowners.
    Additional information
regarding all exemptions
may be found by visiting
www.cookcountyasses-
sor.com/exemptions.    ___________________

Resource Help
For Depression

    If you or someone you
love is struggling with
depression or thinking
about suicide, get help at
1-800-273-TALK, a free
resource that is available
24 hours a day. The Cri-
sis Text Line is free 24/7
where counselors support
individuals in crisis. Text
“Jason” to 741741.
    The Jason Foundation
is dedicated to the pre-
vention of youth suicide
through educational pro-
grams. Many times, a
young person will exhibit
clear warning signs prior
to an attempt. By know-
ing the warnings signs,
and knowing how to help,
you could save a life.
Visit www.jasonfounda-
tion.com.

    The Illinois Depart-
ment of Commerce and
Economic Opportunity
and Illinois Department
of Employment Services
launched Get Hired Illi-
nois – a new portal de-
signed to connect workers
with available job and ca-
reer training opportuni-
ties.
    Residents will have
free access to online
workforce development
courses via a partnership
with Coursera. With Illi-
nois facing record unem-
ployment as a result of
COVID-19, the Coursera
partnership and Get
Hired page will serve as
important measures in
the efforts to get people
back to work.

    Residents and employ-
ers may access www.illi-
nois.gov/gethired.
    The new portal blends
resources to provide a
one-stop-shop for job
seekers and employers –
providing information on
job opportunities as well
as unemployment re-
sources. The page is de-
signed to be user friendly
for job seekers of all lev-
els and backgrounds and
allows employers to up-
load jobs, virtual career
fairs and training oppor-
tunities.
    Coursera provides
workers looking for new
employment opportuni-
ties additional resources
for professional develop-
ment. After completing
the online programs, par-
ticipants will have the op-
portunity to continue
their studies at a local
community college or uni-
versity, or to connect with
employers through their
local workforce boards.    ___________________

State Promotes
“Get Hired” Website

______________________________________________

Brookfield Zoo
Has Reopened

    Brookfield Zoo has re-
opened to the public with
restrictions.  There will be
limited animal viewing
during your visits. Indoor
spaces, except restrooms,
are closed. All attractions,
including Motor Safari,
are closed. Public access
to buildings is subject to
change. 
    As a non-profit, Brook-
field Zoo relies on ticket
sales, donations, annual
memberships, fundraising
events, philanthropic
gifts, and support from
community partners. 
    Consider making a do-
nation that will support
animal care and welfare
programs, as well as other
critical operations of the
Chicago Zoological Soci-
ety.
    Over 40 animatronic

dinosaurs that are bigger
and badder than ever be-
fore have arrived at
Brookfield Zoo. Dinos
Everywhere features the
largest—argentinosaurus
— that was estimated to
measure more than 100
feet in length and weigh
up to 110 tons. Through
Sept. 6th, zoogoers will be
able to search for these
amazing life-like anima-
tronics located throughout
the park.
    The Chicago Zoological
Society is offering free ad-
mission to Brookfield Zoo
to all active, reservist, and
retired members of the
military. Qualified per-
sonnel who present a
valid ID will be admitted
free of charge. Make sure
you reserve your timed
ticket beforehand.

______________________________________________

Women’s Issues
Honors Heroines

    In honor of Women’s
History Month, Cook
County Board President
Toni Preckwinkle joined
the Cook County Commis-
sion on Women’s Issues in
honoring 18 unsung hero-
ines for their contribu-
tions to their
communities.
    In its 24th annual cel-
ebration, the Peggy A.
Montes Unsung Heroine
Award is presented to one
woman from each of the
County’s 17 legislative
districts and one from the
County at-large. Commis-
sioners receive input from
the individual districts to
identify heroines whose
work is significant yet sel-
dom recognized.
    Award recipients are:
Debra Vines, 1st District;
Sheila Jackson McNary,
2nd District; Barbara El-
lzey, 3rd District; Linda
Blair, 4th District;
Vanessa Brown, 5th Dis-
trict; Jacquelyne Under-
wood, 6th District; Nury
Ortega, 7th District
Diana Mireles, 8th Dis-

trict; Mary Lio, 9th Dis-
trict; Killian C. Walsh,
10th District; Sarah
Dynia, 11th District;
Marci Sieracki, 12th Dis-
trict; Jane Balaban, 13th
District; Amy Ober-
holtzer, 14th District;
Mary Jo Imperato, 15th
District; Elva Serna, 16th
District
Josephine Coleman, 17th
District and Sameka
Ducette Gates, At-Large.
    For more information
visit www.cookcountyil.
gov/cccwi.    ___________________

College Fair
Goes Virtual

    Tribune Publishing
will sponsor a free Virtual
College Fair through
March 20th. The event
will feature schools across
the country, virtual cam-
pus tours, talks with in-
dustry experts and
informational seniors.
    Registration is re-
quired at TribPubCollege-
Fair.com.


