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Introduction



QUESTION: 
How do you search for SEC data?
• SEC.gov website

• FEE-based databases

• Other FREE Websites

• Combination



QUESTIONS: 
What are the benefits of using the 
SEC.gov website?

What are the challenges … ? 



What This Workshop 
WILL Cover:

• Overview of the different ways to search the SEC.gov 
site for prospect information (public company 
executives/directors/stockholders and financial 
professionals)

• Techniques to search the SEC.gov more easily and 
faster 

• Ways to connect biographical information to 
compensation data



Public Company 
Insiders 



SEC.gov Website – Strengths

• FREE
• No registration
• No licensing agreement 
• Original source of complete forms and content
• Compensation and Biographical (Employment) Information



SEC.gov Website – Weaknesses
• Poorly organized (search interfaces and Help materials)
• No specific Headers to search on person’s name
• Multiple search interfaces (some don’t work properly)
• “Conceptual Search” (can bring up too many off-target 

documents) 
• Operators must be capitalized (AND, OR, NOT, NEARx) 

unlike most search engines and online databases
• No Form Formats in Word, Excel, PDF, etc.   

Note: Formats in HTML, XML, Text (XML and Text have 
code in them)



Ways to Search SEC.gov Data 
Public Company Insiders

• Search SEC.gov (Main Screen)

• EDGAR Company Filings

• CIK Lookup

• Boolean Archive Search

• Full Text (Past 4 Years)



Public Company Insiders Research   
Search SEC.gov

Location: Search box (upper right-hand corner of every page 
on site) 

Advantages: Easy to find search box/Helpful to locate 
general information about site (i.e. explanation of a form)

Disadvantage: Only enter terms and no ways to adjust query 
which produces poor search results



Public Company Insiders Research   
Search SEC.gov



Public Company Insiders Research   
Search SEC.gov



Public Company Insiders Research   
EDGAR Company Filings

Location: Filings menu (Main Page) > Company Filings 
(https://www.sec.gov/edgar/searchedgar/companysearch.html) 
> More Options 

Advantage: Search by Company Name and Ownership Forms 
3,4, and 5 (must set again in results)

Disadvantage: Cannot search a person, only Company Name



Two Search Screens for Filings 
(Left Banner) – EDGAR Search



Two Search Screens for Filings
(Left Banner) – Company Search



Public Company Insiders Research   
EDGAR Company Filings -

More Options



Public Company  Insiders Research   
EDGAR Company Filings



Public Company  Insiders Research   
EDGAR Company Filings



Public Company  Insiders Research   
CIK (Central Index Key) Lookup

Purpose: ID Number for companies and people
Note: Search last name and then first name

Location: Filings menu (Main Page) > Company Filings > 
CIK Lookup (Left Banner)

Advantage: Group all filings by name

Disadvantage: Only finds Ownership filings (4, etc.)



Public Company  Insiders Research   
CIK (Central Index Key) Lookup



Public Company  Insiders Research   
CIK (Central Index Key) Lookup



Public Company Insider’s Research
Boolean Archive Search

Location: Filings menu (Main Page) > Company Filings > 
Boolean Archive Search (Left Banner)

Advantage: Search back to 1994

Disadvantages: Search box only; no Advance Search with 
multiple fields to search. AND operator does not work without 
both terms having a header (no header for person).



Public Company Insider’s Research
Boolean Archive Search

Search Help -
(https://www.sec.gov/edgar/searchedgar/search_help.htm) -
Boolean Operators (AND [works only with headers], OR, NOT); 
Truncation (Wildcard - *); Order of Operations – Parentheses

Header File –
(https://www.sec.gov/edgar/searchedgar/edgarzones.htm) 
COMPANY-NAME, FORM-TYPE, none for executive/board 
member/large shareholder

https://www.sec.gov/edgar/searchedgar/search_help.htm
https://www.sec.gov/edgar/searchedgar/edgarzones.htm


Public Company Insider’s Research
Boolean Archive Search



Public Company Insiders Research
Full Text (Past 4 Years)

Location: Filings menu (Main Page) > Company Filings > Full 
Text (Past 4 Years) [Left Banner] > Advanced Search Page 
(https://searchwww.sec.gov/EDGARFSClient/jsp/EDGAR_Main
Access.jsp)

Advantages: Can search by name (Search for Text box), Form 
Type, Company Name; use Stemming and operator NEARx; 
and limit by Dates. See FAQ page: 
https://www.sec.gov/edgar/searchedgar/edgarfulltextfaq.htm

https://searchwww.sec.gov/EDGARFSClient/jsp/EDGAR_MainAccess.jsp
https://www.sec.gov/edgar/searchedgar/edgarfulltextfaq.htm


Public Company Insiders Research  
Full Text (Past 4 Years)



Live Demonstration

Case Study
Mary K. Bush

www.sec.gov

http://www.sec.gov/


Case Study – Mary K. Bush
Search Interface WEAKNESSES:

• Boolean Archive
• AND operator does not work without headers 

included for all terms. Note: no header for a person.
• Quotes don’t work.  
• Searching on a name by itself brings up multiple 

form types, but not DEF 14A. 
• Dates default to 2019 unless they are changed. 

• Full-Text Search Advanced –
• Search one form type at a time. 
• Only 4 years of searching. www.sec.gov

http://www.sec.gov/


Search Interface STRENGTHS
• Boolean Archive

• Goes back to 1994.

• Full-Text Search Advanced
• Quotes work.
• Drop-down list available for forms.

Case Study – Mary K. Bush

www.sec.gov

http://www.sec.gov/


Case Study – Mary K. Bush
Suggested Research Procedure: Steps 
1. Use Full-Text Advanced search to find person (may need 

to try “last name first name”) and DEF 14A form for length of 
board service/other company board affiliations/nonprofit 
service/other. 

2. Use CIK search to find identifier that will show all Ownership 
Change forms (3,4,5, SC13 group, etc.) for prospect.

3. Use Boolean Archive Search to find company name and 
DEF 14A forms older than 4 years to see if prospect’s 
name is mentioned.

www.sec.gov

http://www.sec.gov/


Case Study – Mary K. Bush
T. Rowe Price - Bio

www.sec.gov

http://www.sec.gov/


Case Study – Mary K. Bush
Mantech International - Bio

www.sec.gov

http://www.sec.gov/


Case Study – Mary K. Bush

Compare Bios
T. Rowe Price Mantech International

Photo Yes No
Age Yes Yes
Year Started on Board Yes Yes
Education Yes Yes
Employment Yes Yes
Other Board Memberships Yes Yes
Historical Board Memberships Yes No

www.sec.gov

http://www.sec.gov/


Other Free Resources of SEC Data
Strengths:

• Easier searching by person’s name
• Better sorting capabilities by category or result listing 

options 
• Additional Form formats such as Word, Excel, PDF, etc.

Weaknesses:
• Registration (may cost now or future)
• Licensing/copyright restrictions
• Only certain Form Types found



Investment 
Professionals



Ways to Search SEC.gov Data 
Investment Professionals

• SEC Action Lookup

• Investment Adviser Public Disclosure (Individual 
and Company) 
Note: Connects to FINRA (Financial Industry 
Regulatory Authority) website



Investment Professionals Research
SEC Action Lookup

Location: Education menu (Main Page) > Check Your Financial 
Professional > SEC Action Lookup 
(https://www.sec.gov/litigations/sec-action-look-up)

Advantage: Can find out if any “SEC federal court actions or 
administrative proceedings” against (due diligence)

Disadvantage: Can only search by Last Name and First Name.

https://www.sec.gov/litigations/sec-action-look-up


Investment Professionals Research
SEC Action Lookup



Investment Professionals Research
SEC Action Lookup



Investment Professionals Research 
Investment Adviser Public Disclosure

Location: Education menu (Main Page) > Check Your Financial 
Professional > Investment Adviser Public Disclosure  
(https://www.adviserinfo.sec.gov/IAPD/Default.aspx)

Advantage (May use for PE and VC people/firms also) 
• Search by Individual  - Employment History (in field) and 

Other Business Activities (sometimes)
• Search by Company - Form ADV (Section 5 – Assets and 

Schedule A - Ownership %)

https://www.adviserinfo.sec.gov/IAPD/Default.aspx


Investment Professionals Research 
Investment Adviser Public Disclosure



Investment Professionals Research 
Investment Adviser Public Disclosure



Investment Professionals Research 
Investment Adviser Public Disclosure



Investment Professionals Research 
Investment Adviser Public Disclosure



Investment Professionals Research 
Investment Adviser Public Disclosure



Investment Professionals Research 
Investment Adviser Public Disclosure



Investment Professionals Research 
Investment Adviser Public Disclosure

ADV Form – Calculate 
Compensation
• Item 5 – Assets Under 

Management
• Schedule A – Ownership 

Percentage



Investment Professionals Research 
Investment Adviser Public Disclosure

Assets

Ownership %



Investment Professionals Research 
Investment Adviser Public Disclosure

Part 2 Brochures (May provide additional/different information 
than Individual entry)

• Item 2 – Educational Background and Business    
Experience

• Item 3 – Disciplinary Information
• Item 4 – Other Business Activities



Investment Professionals Research 
Investment Adviser Public Disclosure



Investment Professionals Research 
Investment Adviser Public Disclosure



Conclusion



Final Thoughts
• SEC.gov useful beyond just public company insiders 
• SEC.gov useful for more than compensation [biographical, 

and due diligence (investment advisers), etc.] 
• Proxy Statements biographical information importance for 

prospect research on compensation, employment, 
education, volunteer, etc. 

• CIK search importance for finding ALL ownership changes 
for a prospect

• Certain search options strategic applications
• Other free resources usefulness (search ease, verification, 

formats, etc.) 



Thank You!
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