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Will Literature Be
A Battleground?

By Dr. R. Pletsch

    There are many edu-
cational chat rooms that
have an open forum for
people to express their
ideas. There have been
some comments recently
that the next fight might
be over what is accept-
able literature in the
school curriculum. We
may be entering a period
of including authors and
subjects some find ques-
tionable. If you follow
some of these essays, you
may come up with the
idea that we will see more
"cancel culture". Some
people are suggesting
that we eliminate books
from the curriculum sole-
ly on who the author was
and not the quality of the
work. Is the author the
wrong race? Have some-
thing in his past or
maybe his relatives
owned slaves? We must
be careful. Remember
some courts have ruled in
favor of porn in public
libraries. Will they go
against authors because
of politics instead of the
content of the text?
    Several school dis-
tricts list the books and
authors that are to be
covered. But be prepared.
For example, you would

not be able to read any-
thing from ancient
Greece or Rome because
their works were done by
the aristocracy, most of
which owned slaves. Of
course, about a half of the
founding fathers owned
slaves so some people
want to get rid of the
Constitution and the
Declaration of Indepen-
dence. This may seem
far-fetched, but wait until
you see what the Illinois
General Assembly recent-
ly passed. I don't believe
most people want to get
rid of everything. The
teachers mostly desire
that our children be well
educated even if the writ-
ers may not be what we
today might consider as
perfect. 
    As usual, parents,
teachers and other educa-
tors should be careful to
defend your children's
right. We have a non-
elected School Board, so
having no election to
worry about, who knows
where they will stand.
When we look at bills
from Washington and
Springfield, you must
remember names of these
bills are often deceptive
and have nothing to do
with the actual bill. Be
careful if you just listen to
the news about these bills
because you could look on
the website and look at
the contents of the bills
before they are passed. 
    Seriously there are
many great works of liter-
ature your child should
be exposed to. If the idea
is just to be inclusive,
that is important. But
that which is chosen
must also stand on the
merit of the
literature.While we hope
for the expression of dif-
ferent groups, be it eth-
nic, political or gender,
we must pick good litera-
ture not just because they
meet other criteria. I
believe we have to be
careful that we don't end
up banning or burning
books. 

Brookfield Zoo
Has Reopened

    Brookfield Zoo has
reopened to the public
with restrictions.  There
will be limited animal
viewing during your vis-
its. Indoor spaces, except
restrooms, are closed. All
attractions, including
Motor Safari, are closed.
Public access to buildings
is subject to change. 
    As a non-profit,
Brookfield Zoo relies on
ticket sales, donations,
annual memberships,
fundraising events, phil-
anthropic gifts, and sup-
port from community
partners. 
    Consider making a
donation that will sup-
port animal care and wel-
fare programs, as well as

other critical operations
of the Chicago Zoological
Society.
    Over 40 animatronic
dinosaurs that are bigger
and badder than ever
before have arrived at
Brookfield Zoo. Dinos
Everywhere features the
largest—argentinosaurus
— that was estimated to
measure more than 100
feet in length and weigh
up to 110 tons. Through
Sept. 6th, zoogoers will be
able to search for these
amazing life-like anima-
tronics located through-
out the park.
    The Chicago Zoological
Society is offering free
admission to Brookfield
Zoo to all active,
reservist, and retired
members of the military.
Qualified personnel who
present a valid ID will be
admitted free of charge.
Make sure you reserve
your timed ticket before-
hand.    ___________________

Brady Honored
    Destiny Brady, Archi-
tecture Undergraduate
has been named to the
Dean's List at the
University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee for the Fall
2020 semester. UWM is
the second largest uni-
versity in Wisconsin,
with more than 23,000
associate, undergraduate
and graduate students.

Tax Preparation
Ladder Up Program
    Ladder Up Tax
Assistance program sites
serve individuals earning
up to $30,000 per year
and families earning up
to $57,000 per year. Free
services are available
through April 15th.
Preparation of Federal
and Illinois income tax
returns for full-year
Illinois residents.
    To make an appoint-
ment, visit www.golad-
derup.org or call (312)
588-6900. The Brighton
Park tax site location is
at WIC.Western,  5332 S.
Western

Finalist For
Teaching Award

R. ROJAS

    Golden Apple, the
Illinois nonprofit commit-
ted to preparing and sup-
porting educators who
advance opportunities for
students, announced the
2021 finalists for the dis-
tinguished Golden Apple
Awards for Excellence in
Leadership. 
    A competitive award
process resulted in the
selection of nine Pre-K-
12th grade finalists from
a record-setting 121 nom-
inations. Rodolfo Rojas,
Principal of Everett
STEM Academy, 34th &
Bell is a finalist for the

Golden Apple Award
which honors exemplary
performance by a princi-
pal or head of school who
has had a significant
impact on the school, cre-
ated a culture of inclusiv-
ity, and delivered student
growth.
    The Golden Apple
Award for Excellence in
Leadership recipients
receive a cash award of
$10,000, with $5,000 for
the school leader and
$5,000 to the school for a
project of the recipient’s
choosing. Award recipi-
ents become Fellows of
the Golden Apple
Academy of Educators,
who play an important
role in preparing the next
generation of teachers.
    Visit http://www.gold-
enapple.org for more
information.

Marvel Super Heroes
At Science Museum

BrightonParkLIFE.com
To complement our weekly
edition The Brighton Park-
McKinley Park Life has
launched a website. On it
can be found general infor-
mation about us, recent and
past issues,  advertising infor-
mation.
Send neighborhood interest
stories, student accomplish-
ments, civic organization
events to brightonparklife@
aol.com.

Massey Honored
    Jeffery Massey has
been named to the 2020
fall semester Dean's List
at the University of
Minnesota Twin Cities.
    Honorees must com-
plete 12 or more letter-
graded credits while
attaining a 3.66 grade
point average.
    He is a junior in the
College of Education/
Human Development

Easing Of Regulations
For Chgo. Businesses

    Mayor Lori E.
Lightfoot, the Chicago
Department of Public
Health and  Department
of Business Affairs and
Consumer Protection
announced the further
easing of COVID-19 regu-
lations for businesses.
Due to sustained progress
in all four reopening met-
rics, indoor capacity at
bars, restaurants and
other businesses can
increase to 50%.
    Additionally, bars and
restaurants can now
remain open until 1a.m.,
alcohol sales from liquor
stores and other estab-
lishments with a Package
Goods license can now
continue until 11 p.m.
and indoor fitness class
size can increase to 20
people. Other regulations
will remain in place for
the time being, including
the capacity limit of no
more than 50 people
within any one space at
bars, restaurants, events
and other venues.  
    This announcement is
possible because Chicago
has reached at least the
“Moderate-Risk” level in
all four of these metrics,
and sustained that level
for two weeks: 
    COVID cases diag-
nosed per day: currently
averaging 283, in the
“Moderate-Risk” level. 
    COVID test positivity:
currently averaging 2.9%,
in the “Lower-Risk” level 
Emergency Departments
visits for COVID-like ill-
ness: currently averaging
42 per day, in the “Lower-

Risk” level.
    ICU beds occupied by
COVID patients: current-
ly averaging 103, in the
“Moderate-Risk” level 
    Other industries, such
as performance venues,
health and fitness cen-
ters, movie theaters and
personal services, can
also increase to 50%
capacity, with no more
than 50 people within
any one space and 20 peo-
ple in indoor fitness class-
es. Additional easing of
regulations will be con-
sidered if Chicago sus-
tains existing risk levels
for at least two weeks.
More information will be
available at chicago.gov/
reopening.      ___________________

Reopening For
Park District

    Chicago Park District
General Superintendent
& CEO Michael kelly
announced plans to
reopen the city’s lake-
front, playgrounds and
indoor aquatics program-
ming as metrics allow the
city to ease COVID-19
regulations.
    Lakefront parks will
be open during normal
operating hours and
parking fees will be
required.
    The Chicago Park
District will soon unlock
gates and prepare all
500+ outdoor play-
grounds and nature play
spaces to reopen, expand-
ing outdoor recreation
opportunities for chil-
dren, ages 12 and under.
    During the Spring
programming session,
indoor swimming pools
will offer limited aquatics
programming April 5th
through June 13th.
Spring registration
begins Monday, March
8th.
    Residents are encour-
aged to check the City of
Chicago website for infor-
mation on Protect
Chicago and Protect
Chicago Plus.

Library Schedules
Online Zoom Events

    The Chicago Public
Library has scheduled
Online events via Zoom.
    A knit and crochet cir-
cle meets on the 2nd and
3rd Mondays of each
month from 6 to 7:45 p.m.
All skill levels are wel-
come, all you need is nee-
dles and yarn. Register
by 10 a.m. the day before
the event.
    Live one-on-one home-
work help is also avail-
able online everyday from
11 a.m. to 11 p.m.
through Brainfuse.
Students in early elemen-
tary through advanced
college prep can get help
with: specific homework
questions, improving
study skills, writing
papers, ACT and SAT
test prep and learning
English as a second lan-
guage. Use Brainfuse on
any connected device or
at home with your library
card.
    Songs and poems writ-
ten during the writing
circle will have the oppor-
tunity to be showcased in
a virtual open-mic.
Register by noon on the
day before at
chipublib.org.
    The Chicago Public
Library will  conduct
online Creative Write
About It! Writing Club
via Zoom on Tuesdays,
through April 27th from 4
to 5 p.m.
    STEM Around the
House will be available
on Tuesdays, March 23rd,
April 27th and May 25th
at 5 p.m. Participants will
solve problems, meet

design challenges and
have some STEM-y fun
with things you have
around the house. Best
for kids ages 5 to 12, but
younger children are wel-
come to participate with
an adult. Register at least
24 hours before the event.
    Citywide Tag Team
Spanish Story Time for
ages 0-5 and their care-
givers will be held
Fridays through April
2nd from 3 to 3:30 p.m.
Two librarians will pair
up to read some Spanish
books and perform
rhymes and songs.
Register 24 hours in
advance.
    Homework Help:
Virtual Teacher in the
Library for kindergarten
through 12th grade will
be available Mondays,
March 22nd, April 19th
and May 17th from 3 to 5
p.m. Register at least one
hour in advance.
    Little Learners Story
Tie for kids, pre-schoolers
and toddlers will be held
on Wednesdays through
April 28th from 10:30 to
11 a.m. Ms. Casey from
the West Loop Branch
will read books and pro-
vide fun with fingerplays,
songs, rhymes and move-
ment.
    The Humboldt Branch
will conduct an interme-
diate Spanish Language
Class on Saturday,
March 6th from 3 to 4
p.m. All levels are wel-
come.
    Register for events at
chipublib.org.

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

    The Museum of Science and Industry, 57th &
Lake Shore drive, will feature the interactive
exhibition Marvel: Universe of Super Heroes,
March 7th through Oct. 24th.
    With more than 300 artifacts including origi-
nal comic book pages, sculptures, interactive
displays and costumes and props, guests can
examine the origins of iconic characters such as
Spider - Man, Black Panther, Hulk and Captain
Marvel. The exhibit for all ages is not included in
museum entry. Requires an additional, timed-
entry ticket. Adults $18, Children (3-11) $14._______________________________________________

New Arrivals At
Brookfield Zoo

    While Brookfield Zoo
has been temporarily
closed due to the pandem-
ic, staff welcomed a new
addition—Hope, a 5-year-
old female polar bear.
Since her Jan. 29th
arrival, Hope has been
enjoying the wintry
weather that has
descended upon the
Chicago area. Guests will
be able to see her in one of
the outdoor habitats at
Great Bear Wilderness.
    Hope will eventually
be introduced to Hudson,
a 14-year-old male polar
bear.
    Born at Utah’s Hogle
Zoo, Hope’s transfer to
Brookfield Zoo was based
on a recommendation
from the Association of
Zoos and Aquariums’
Polar Bear Species
Survival Plan. Nan, the
female polar bear who

was most recently at
Brookfield Zoo, was
recently transferred to
Como Park Zoo &
Conservatory in St. Paul,
Minnesota.

    Polar bears are cur-
rently listed as a vulnera-
ble species by the
International Union for
Conservation of Nature.
The main threat of the
species’ decline is due to
reduced access to their
main source of food—
seal—due to climate
change melting the sea
ice and other environ-
mental factors. 
    Admission is $24.95
for adults, $17.95 for chil-
dren ages 3-11, and
$19.95 for senior 65 and
over. Parking is $15.
Visit CZS.org/Know
BeforeYouGo to review
the safety protocols.

Photo credit: Jim Schulz/Chicago Zoological Society's Brookfield Zoo.

      Hope, a 5-year-old polar bear recently arrived
at Brookfield Zoo. She will eventually be paired
with Hudson, the zoo’s 14-year-old male polar
bear.

________________________________________________

    Low-to-moderate in-
come families and older
Illinoisans needing assis-
tance filing their 2020
individual income taxes
can receive free help
through several pro-
grams across the State of
Illinois. The Internal
Revenue Service and
AARP Tax-Aide pro-
grams are providing free
basic income tax return
preparation with elec-
tronic filing to qualified
individuals in select loca-
tions.
    How taxpayer assis-
tance is provided and
when services are avail-
able varies by region,
based upon several vari-
ables including COVID-
19 conditions and volun-
teer capacity.
    The IRS Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance
and the Tax Counseling
for the Elderly programs
offer free tax help for
individuals making
$57,000 or less, persons
with disabilities, limited
English speaking taxpay-
ers and individuals 60
years of age or older.
    Taxpayers can search

for a free tax assistance
provider closest to them
by visiting the Illinois
Department of Revenue’s
website tax.illinois.gov.
Additional assistance is
also being offered
through the IRS-spon-
sored Ladder Up Virtual
Tax Assistance Program,
which also provides free
basic tax return prepara-
tion for low-to-moderate
income and elderly tax-
payers. 
    The AARP Foundation
Tax-Aide program pro-
vides free tax assistance
to taxpayers over the age
of 50 or who have low-to-
moderate income. Avail-
ability is determined at
the local or community
level, by appointment
only (walk-in service is
unavailable this year).
    Get the latest news
and updates from the
Illinois Department on
Aging by following the
department on Facebook,
Twitter, and LinkedIn, or
by calling the Senior
HelpLine at 1-800-252-
8966 or by email
aging.ilsenior@illinois.
gov.

Assistance For
Tax Preparation

________________________________________________

Flower Show At
Garfield Conservatory

    The Garfield Park
Conservatory and
Gardens, 300 N. Central
park ave, has reopened
the indoors to the general
public. Virtual program-
ming will also stay con-
nected. The Spring

Flower Show: Saturation
will welcome back guests
through May 9th.

    All 60-minute visits
must be pre-booked at
visitors@garfieldpark.org
or (773) 638-1766.

Photo Image by City of Chicago

    Speed cameras located
near schools and parks in
the City of Chicago are
ticketing drivers for going
6-10 miles per hour over
the limit.

    Drivers going 6-10
mph over the limit in
“Children’s Safety Zones”
will be issued a $35
ticket.
    Over 11 mph will
receive a $100 fine. Areas
which have a speed cam-
era are marked by signs

and usually have a limit
of 30 mph. Those found
near schools are general-
ly enforced from 7 a.m. to
7 p.m. while those in park
zones are active from 6
a.m. to 11 p.m., 365 days
a year.
    Mayor Lori Lightfoot
included “enhanced fine
enforcement” changing
the cameras’ limits as
part of a budget which
aimed to address the
city’s $1.2 billion short-
fall.

________________________________________________

City Speed Cameras
Now Activated
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EMISSIONS FAILURE SPECIALISTS * GUARANTEED RESULTS

COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE

3430 W. 47th St.
773/376-4264

Master Auto & Truck Technicians
Certified In All Areas Of Repair!

Mon. - Fri. 6 a.m.-6p.m.
Sat. 6 a.m. -12 noon

•TOWING SERVICE

DRIVE
CAREFREE
THIS SPRING

CHECK ALL SYSTEMS

•AIR CONDITIONING
•BATTERY •TUNE-UP

•TIRES •TRANSMISSION

GARAGE DOOR SERVICE INC.
5212 S. Archer Ave. (773) 284-1100 

www.crosstowndoorservice.com

DIRECT CREMATION

Ocwieja-Robles Funeral Home
and Cremation Service

4256 S. Mozart         (773) 254-3838
(Corner of Pope John Paul II Dr. & Mozart)

Serving the community since 1964

$1,800 For Families
That Don’t

Desire Visitation

This Sunday, March 7th, Mass on Facebook/
YouTube at 10:30 a.m. in Cantonese

Sunday Masses: 8 A.M. in English &
10:30 A.M. in Cantonese

STATIONS: 7 P.M. St. Therese, Fridays: March 5, March 19
7 P.M. St. Barbara, Fridays: March 12, March 26

Free Food
Distribution

    The community is in-
vited to partake in a free
food distribution at Our
Lady of Fatima, 2751 W.
38th pl.
    Every Saturday from
10 am. to noon, while sup-
plies last.
    For walk-ups, enter
through Pershing rd.
alley behind the Acero -
Sandra Cisnero’s school.
    For drive-ups, enter
through California - 38th
pl. and food will be placed
in your trunk.

    The City of Chicago's
Neighborhood Opportu-
nity Fund will reopen for
grant applications up to
$250,000 starting Mon-
day, March 8th, with
more than $4 million in
funding available for
small businesses, non-
profits and cultural insti-
tutions on the West,
Southwest and South
sides. The deadline for ap-
plications is Friday, April
9th.
    The Department of
Planning and Develop-
ment program supports
private rehabilitation and
construction projects that
add economic vitality to
neighborhood commercial
corridors and support
local needs. A map of eli-

gible areas and applica-
tion details can be found
on the program’s website,
www.chicago.gov/nof.
    DPD will host virtual
informational sessions to
help potential applicants
prepare for the submis-
sion process.
    In English: Noon, Fri-
day, March 5; 11:30 a.m.,
Monday, March 8; 10:30
a.m. and Monday, March
15th.
    In Spanish: 3 p.m.,
Monday, March 8th; 10
a.m. and Thursday,
March 11th. Register on
Zoom or Live Stream on
YouTube.
    The Fund was estab-
lished in 2016 to allocate
zoning fees from down-
town construction projects
toward business projects
along West, Southwest
and South side commer-
cial corridors.
    Grants may be applied
toward costs including
building rehabilitation,
new construction, design,
site acquisition and
preparation, technical
services and other ex-
penses.
    Finalists selected in
the most recent funding
round, announced in Jan-
uary, include a Roseland
bookstore, a North Lawn-
dale restaurant and a
Back of the Yards yoga
studio.
    ___________________

Application For
NOF Grants

Changes To
PPP Grants

    The Biden administra-
ton recently changed the
loan calculation formaula
for the federal Paycheck
Protection Program 
to make it easier for sole
proprietors, independent
contractors, and self-em-
ployed to qualify for relief.
They’ve also established
that student loan debt
and prior incarceration
will no longer prevent
small business owners
from obtaining relief.
    “If your business em-
ploys 20 people or less,
now is the time to apply,”
added State Senator Bill
Cunningham. “The fed-
eral government has
opened a special window
where only the smallest
businesses – which make
up 98% of the small busi-
ness community – can
apply.”
    More information
about the program, in-
cluding how to apply, is
available on the Small
Business Administra-
tion’s website - https://
www.sba.gov/funding-
programs/loans/corona
virus-relief-options/pay
check-protection-pro-
gram. Art on the Mart

Features CPS Seniors
    Art on theMART is es-
tablishing a  partnership
with Chicago Public
Schools and its All-City
Visual Arts Program. The
first joint project will
showcase the artwork of
select Chicago Public
School seniors on the
façade of theMART as
part of a new animated
projection entitled Hope is
a Light: Select Works from
the Chicago Public School
Class of 2021 to be shown
as part of Art on the-
MART’s late spring pro-
gram, May 20 – June 26,
2021.
    Any CPS high school
senior is eligible to be a
part of this program. Art-
works selected for the
2020-21 CPS All-City Vi-
sual Arts Senior Portfolio
(either Honorable Men-
tion or Exhibition) are au-
tomatically under
consideration for inclu-
sion in the exhibition.
Seniors must submit
through the All-City Vi-
sual Arts High School Ex-
hibition portals to be
considered by the dead-
line of March 26th. To
view the submission
guidelines which include
the selection criteria and
application portals, visit
http://www.cpsarts.org/ne
ws/artonthemart/.
    Once chosen, the stu-
dent artwork will be ani-
mated and projected with

accompanying music cu-
rated by the CPS Depart-
ment of Arts Education in
collaboration with iHeart-
Media.
    Art on theMART’s pro-
gram of projections will be
shown nightly at 9 and
9:30 p.m. and can best be
experienced for free from
the jetty section of the
Chicago Riverwalk on
Wacker Drive between
Wells street and Franklin
street, where accompany-
ing audio is available.
    Art on theMART is the
largest permanent digital
art projection in the
world, projecting contem-
porary artwork across the
2.5-acre river-façade. Pro-
jections are visible to the
public from Wacker Drive
and along the Chicago
Riverwalk, with accompa-
nying audio available on
the jetty section of the
Riverwalk
    The program content
rotates seasonally and is
selected with the assis-
tance and expertise of the
Curatorial Advisory
Board. The permanent
projection system illumi-
nates theMART with 34
state-of-the-art projectors
totaling almost one mil-
lion lumens. For more in-
formation, visit www.
artonthemart.com.
    ___________________

Hall of Fame For
Senior Citizens

    The Illinois Depart-
ment on Aging is accept-
ing nominations for the
2021 Senior Illinoisans
Hall of Fame Awards.
These awards recognize
adults, 65 years of age
and older, and highlight
the meaningful contribu-
tions they have made.
    Award nominations
are being accepted for the
following categories:
Community Service,  Ed-
ucation, Labor Force and
Performance / Graphic
Arts.
    The deadline for nomi-
nations is Tuesday, June
1st. Eligibility is based on
the nominee's past and
present accomplishments.
The candidate must be a
current Illinois resident,
or a former resident for
most of their life. Posthu-
mous nominees will also
be considered. Nomina-
tion forms can be filled
out online, calling the
Senior HelpLine at 1-800-
252-8966 or emailing
aging.ilsenior@illinois.
gov.
    For more information
on how to nominate some-
one, visit www.illinois.
gov/aging.

    Shedd Aquarium has
reopened its doors with
general public admission.
    By participating in any
of the paid virtual pro-
grams, you are directly fu-
eling the aquarium’s
mission and helping to
support animal welfare,
conservation research and
ongoing virtual education
efforts. 
    Meet sea otters, pen-
guins, or sea lions from
home during a Virtual
Animal Encounter. Two
links for $69.95, share
this experience with a
friend or family member
    Families can log-on
from the comfort of their
home for “Zzzs Under the
Seas” a Virtual Slumber
Party with Shedd for $125
per household. Explore all
aspects of aquatic life, in-
cluding up-close looks at
animals at Shedd in their
habitats or behind-the-
scenes, and participate in
hands-on activities,
games and more. The next
morning, enjoy breakfast
with the belugas and yoga
with the fishes. 
    Virtual Aquarium Ad-
ventures for grades K-5
will cost $39.95. Meet an-
imals up close, explore
Shedd Aquarium habitats
and participate in hands-
on activities, games and

more.
    A free program, “Sea
Curious” designed by kids
will answer a question
about animals by explor-
ing and having adven-
tures at the aquarium.
There are 9 aquatic ani-
mal videos, 3–5 minutes
each. Video topics range
from "do animals play?" to
"What do animals eat?"
    A free program “Stay
Home with Shedd” for
grades 3-5 will feature un-
derwater biology and
aquatic biodiversity.
    There are 4 aquatic an-
imal videos,10–15 min-
utes each, 3 student
activity packets, 1 com-
panion educator guide
and 3 activity packets on
biodiversity & conserva-
tion.
    Swim with Sharks in
360 features sharks at
Shedd Aquarium's Wild
Reef and in the crystal-
blue waters of The Ba-
hamas. 
    Underwater Beauty
Live Cam will discover
the dreamlike patterns of
angelfishes, wrasses,
tangs and butterflyfishes. 
    Virtual Reality Pen-
guins will explain how the
aquarium cares for rock-
hopper and Magellanic
penguins. Download the
app to start exploring.

Shedd Aquarium
Has Reopened

1,577 New Cases
Of COVID-19

    The Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health re-
ported 1,577 new
confirmed and probable
cases of coronavirus dis-
ease (COVID-19), includ-
ing 47 additional deaths.
    Cook County fatalities
included 2 teens, 2 males
50s, 2 males 60s, 4 fe-
males 70s, 8 males 70s, 2
females 80s, 4 males 80s,
4 females 90s and 3 males
90s.
    Currently, IDPH is re-
porting a total of
1,189,416 cases, including
20,583 deaths, in 102
counties. Laboratories
have reported 56,181
specimens for a total of
18,234,668.  1,231 indi-
viduals in Illinois were re-
ported to be in the
hospital with 281 in the
ICU and 148 on ventila-
tors.
    The preliminary
seven-day statewide posi-
tivity for cases as a per-
cent of total test from Feb.
23rd – March 1st, 2021 is
2.4%.

Top 10 List Of
Consumer Complaints
    In recognition of Na-
tional Consumer Protec-
tion Week, Attorney
General Kwame Raoul
announced his office’s list
of Top 10 consumer com-
plaints for 2020. 
    1) COVID-19 (price
gouging, IDES/SBA fraud
resulting from identity
theft, entertainment/
sporting events/travel,
housing, credit/financial
services).
    2) Construction/Home
Improvement (remodel-
ing, roofs and gutters,
heating and cooling,
plumbing).
    3)Consumer Debt (res-
idential mortgage lend-
ing, banks/financial
institutions, collection
agencies).
    4) Motor Vehicle/Used
Auto Sales (as-is used
cars, financing, advertis-
ing, warranties).
    5) Promotions/
Schemes (phone scams,
work at home scams, lot-
tery scams, investment
schemes, phishing).
    6) Internet/Mail Order
Products (internet and
catalog purchases, TV and
radio advertising).
    7) Identity Theft
(credit cards, data
breaches, utilities, gov-
ernment document fraud).
    8) Telecommunica-
tions (cable and satellite
TV, telemarketing, wire-
less phones, phone service
and repairs).
    9) Motor Vehicle/New
Auto Sales (financing, de-
fects, advertising).
    10) Motor Vehicle/

Non-Warranty Repair
(collision, engines, oil
changes and tune-ups).
    For more information,
visit ILAttyGeneral or
contact his office about
consumer fraud issues.
Identity Theft Unit 1-866-
999-5630. Student Loan
Helpline 1-800-455-2456.
Consumer Fraud Hotlines
1-800-386-5438.
Homeowner Helpline 1-
866-544-7151. Spanish
Language Hotline 1-866-
310-8398.    ___________________

Vaccinations Totals
For Area Residents
    The Chicago Depart-
ment of Health and
Human Services issued a
report of COVID-19 com-
mulative vaccinations for
March 1st.
    City vaccine series
completed - cumulative -
173,058 doses, 6.4% of
population; 1st dose -
cummulative 358,657
doses, 13.3 percent popu-
lations.
    60632: 1st dose cum-
mulative 10,903 total,
12.1% population. Com-
plete vaccine series 2,851
total, 3.2% population.
    60638: 1st dose cum-
mulative 7,479 total,
12.7% population. Com-
plete vaccine series 3,195
total, 5.4% population.
    60608: 1st dose cum-
mulative 10,412 total,
13% population. Com-
plete vaccine series 4,843
total, 6% population.
    60609: 1st dose cum-
mulative 5,864 total, 9.6%
population. Complete vac-
cine series 2,337 total,
3.8% population.
    Resource: Chicago.
gov/covidvax

Library Schedules
Online Programs

    The Chicago Public Li-
brary invites youngsters
to go on a learning adven-
ture to win books, games,
technology and more.
    Choose your adventure
each month: Read
recommened books, do a
hands-on activity, write
something to share with
other kids, join an online
program or virtual event
and explore an online re-
source.
    Check back each
month for new ways to ex-
plore at chipublib.org/
LearningJourney.
    Visit YouTube.come
and search for story
times, hands-on activities
and more. Be sure to sub-
scribe for updates.
    The weekly video se-
ries includes: Make It
Monday at 4 p.m. with
Hands-on activities fea-
turing STEM and art
projects. STEAM Team
presents live story times
on Tuesdays at 10 am.
    Voices of Chicago Story

Time highlights a differ-
ent librarian sharing a
unique Chicago experi-
ence on the First Satur-
day of each month at 11
a.m.
    Second Saturday of
each month at 11 a.m.
featres books, stories,
hands-on projects, special
guest and plenty of fun.
    Free online homework
help with a certified
teacher are available in
English and Spanish.
Visit chipublib.org/
HomeworkHelp to find
out more and register for
a session.
    Brainfuse Online
Homework help is avail-
able every day from 11
a.m. to 11 p.m. There are
resrouces for test prep,
English as a second lan-
guage and writing lab.
The program is available
on any connected device
or at home with your li-
brary card at
chipublib.org/Brainfuse.

Zoom Events At
Archer Heights Library
    The Archer Heights
Branch Library, 5055 S.
Archer has scheduled
book clubs, a Graphic
Novel monthly discussion
and other events via
Zoom.
    A new Virtual Adult
Graphic Novel Book Club
will meet on the 2nd Mon-
day of each month from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
    The Virtual Book Club
meets on the 4th Wednes-
day of each month from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
    Library hours are
Monday and Wednesday,
12 to 7 p.m.; Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday and
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. For more informa-
tion, call (312) 747-9241.

Obituaries

    JAN FINDURA, of
Archer Heights, passed
away suddenly on Feb.
25th at the age of 50. He
was the son of Maria (nee
Wadowska) and Andrzej
Findura; brother of Elzbi-
eta Findura, Anna (Jan)
Wadowska, Jozef (Joanna)
Findura and late Andrzej
Findura; nephew of Fran-
ciszek Wadowski, Helena
Segenova and  late Pawel
(Anna) Findura. Visita-
tion was held Feb. 28th at
ZarzyckiManor Chapels,
5088 S. Archer Ave. Inter-
ment was in Trybsz,
Poland.

    VIOLET E. KLIMEK,
passed away on Feb. 22nd
at the age of 91. She was
the wife of late Walter
Klimek; sister of late
Marcela, William, Carl,
and late Bernice; aunt of
Ralph Carson. Funeral
Prayers were held  Feb.
26th at Ocwieja-Robles
Funeral Home, 4256 S.
Mozart. Interment was at
Bethania Cemetery.

    G R I S D E L D A
ZAVALA passed away on 
Feb. 12th at the age of 23.
Arrangements and visita-
tion was held at
Szykowny Funeral Home,
4901 S. Archer. Funeral
Mass was held at St. Bede
the Venerable Catholic
Church. Interment was at
Resurrection Cemetery.    ___________________Online Reporting

For Child Abuse
    The Department of
Children and Family
Services enhanced and
streamlined its online re-
porting system and opti-
mized its website for
easier submissions
through mobile phones to
make reporting allega-
tions of neglect and abuse
easier for the public and
mandated reporters.
    To make a report of
suspected child abuse or
neglect online in a non-
emergency situation, visit
https://dcfsonlinereport-
ing.dcfs.illinois.gov/. To
make a report by phone,
call 1-800-25-ABUSE
(800-252-2873). Calls and
online reports may be
made 24 hours a day,
seven days a week.  For
all emergency situations,
calls should be made to
911.

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________
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PUBLISHERS NOTICE:
All real estate advertising in this newspa-
per is subject to the Fair Housing Act
which makes it illegal to advertise “any
Preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, hand-
icap, famililial status or national origin, or
an intention, to make any such prefer-
ence, limitation or discrimination.”
Famililial status includes children under
the age of 18 living with parent or legal
custodians, pregnant women and peo-
ple securing custody of children under
18. This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. Our read-
ers are hereby informed that all dwelling
advertised in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity basis. To
complain of discrimination call HUD toll-
free at 1 (800) 669-9777. The toll-
free telephone number for the
hearing impaired is 1 (800) 927-
9275.

For Rent
HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

Palos Hills Apartments
Avoid the congestion of the city, live in
a park-like setting near forest pre-
serves, transportation, shopping and
schools. Located in Palos Hills, Scenic
Tree Apartments has one bedrooms
starting at $891 month and two bed-
rooms starting at $1,025 month.

Call (833) 373-0161
for an appointment

__________________________________

Use The Want Ads
Call

(773) 523-3663 
or email

brightonparklife@
aol.com

Deadline Tuesday
12 p.m. noon

Real Estate For Sale
HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

To Our Advertisers:
Please notify us if you find an error in
your ad or if your ad failed to run. If
you notify us on the first day it was
scheduled to appear, we’ll make the
correction as soon as deadlines per-
mit. We want to give you the best
possible service. But if you do not let
us know of a problem the first day, it
may continue to run incorrectly. This
newspaper will not be liable for failure
to publish an ad or for a typographi-
cal error or errors in publication ex-
cept to the extent of the cost of the ad
for the first day’s insertion. Adjust-
ment for the errors is limited to the
cost of that portion of the ad where
the error occurred. Please check
your advertisement EACH time it ap-
pears and notify us in case of an error
(773) 523-3663.
Brighton Park-McKinley Park Life
Newspaper is not responsible for
mail delivery, for the reproduction
quality of any “computer generated”
photography or poor quality photo-
graphs submitted.

_____________________

The Illinois Department of Human Services’ Mental Health
Division has launched a free-of-charge emotional support

text line for Illinois residents experiencing stress and
mental health issues related to COVID-19.

Individuals who would like to speak with a mental health
professional can text “TALK” to 5-5-2-0-2-0, or for

Spanish “HABLAR” to the same number: 5-5-2-0-2-0

Call4Calm is free to use, and individuals will remain
anonymous. Once a resident sends a text to the hotline,

within 24 hours they will receive a call from a counselor employed
by a local community mental health center to provide support.

Individuals can also text 5-5-2-0-2-0, with key words such as
“unemployment” or “food” or “shelter” and will receive

information on how to navigate and access supports and services

Call4Calm
text “TALK” to 5-5-2-0-2-0

QUIET, clean secure room. 51st and
Homan. (312) 953-0785.__________________________________

3 BEDROOM apartment, 2nd floor. Re-
frigerator, range. Tenant pays utilities.
Parking space available. (312) 636-9283.__________________________________

(833) 373-0161
10205 S. 86th Terrace #210, Palos Hills

Email: stleasing@mathenrs.com
www.scenictreeapts.com

apply online!

Rent In The ‘Burbs!
We invite you to visit this quiet residential community
located near the forest preserves in Palos Hills. Scenic
Tree is convenient to shopping and dining at Orland
Park and Chicago Ridge, excellent school district, Mor-
raine Valley Community College and Midway Airport.

One bedrooms starting at $916 month

Two bedrooms starting at $1,056 month

• Free Heat
• Private Patio or Balcony
• Intercom Entry
• Ceiling Fans
• Window Treatments
• Large Walk-in Closets
in 2 bedrooms

• Spacious Apartments with
Separate Dining Area

• 24-hour Emergency
Maintenance

• Laundry Facilities in
every Building

• Ample Parking

Real Estate For Sale
HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

4017 S. Kedzie. 1st floor rear. 2 bed-
rooms, one bath. Credit and background
check required. $850 month plus one
month deposit. (312) 375-6077.__________________________________

Garage For Rent
HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

Garage Space
2 minutes from Orange Line.
10 Minutes from Loop.

$100 Month.

Near 35th & Archer
(708) 975-1532

__________________________________

53RD/SAWYER
3 rooms, 1bdrm, 1st floor, hard-
wood floors, $720 month plus
security deposit. Close to trans-
portation.

53RD/SAWYER
3 Rooms, 1 bdrm, 1st fl., appli-
ances, ceiling fan, coin laundry,
owner heated, $690 + 1-1/2
mnths security deposit.

ARCHER/ASHLAND
6 rooms, 3 bedrooms, 2nd floor,
coin laundry, tenant heated.
$980 a month plus 1-1/2 months
security deposit.

O’Brien Family Realty
6359 S. Central Ave.
(773) 581-7800

__________________________________

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK
COUNTY, ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY
DIVISION
LIMA ONE CAPITAL LLC; 
Plaintiff,
vs.
CDF PROPERTIES INCORPORATED;
CARL D. FORD; 
CHRISTOPHER A. BROWN; CITY OF
CHICAGO; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NONRECORD
CLAIMANTS; 
Defendants,
19 CH 7195
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and
Sale entered in the above entitled cause In-
tercounty Judicial Sales Corporation will on
Monday, March 29, 2021 at the hour of 11
a.m. in their office at 120 West Madison
Street, Suite 718A, Chicago, Illinois, sell at
public auction to the highest bidder for cash,
as set forth below, the following described
mortgaged real estate:
Commonly known as 5725 S. May Street,
Chicago, IL 60621.
P.I.N. 20-17-217-013-0000.
The mortgaged real estate is improved with
a single family residence. If the subject mort-
gaged real estate is a unit of a common in-
terest community, the purchaser of the unit
other than a mortgagee shall pay the as-
sessments required by subsection (g-1) of
Section 18.5 of the Condominium Property
Act.
Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds,
balance, by certified funds, within 24 hours.
No refunds. The property will NOT be open
for inspection
For information call Ms. Jennifer E. Walker
at Plaintiff's Attorney, Plunkett Cooney, 221
North LaSalle Street, Chicago, Illinois
60601. 312-670-6900.
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES
CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3164435
________________________________

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK
COUNTY, ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY
DIVISION
FIFTH THIRD MORTGAGE COMPANY
Plaintiff,
-v.-
DWAYNE WILLIAMS A/K/A DWAINE
WILLIAMS, LISA WILLIAMS, CITIMORT-
GAGE, INC., NEW CENTURY MORTGAGE
CORPORATION
Defendants
15 CH 10888
7950 SOUTH MORGAN STREET
CHICAGO, IL 60620
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and
Sale entered in the above cause on Febru-
ary 13, 2020, an agent for The Judicial Sales
Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on March 30,
2021, at The Judicial Sales Corporation,
One South Wacker Drive, CHICAGO, IL,
60606, sell at a public sale to the highest
bidder, as set forth below, the following de-
scribed real estate:
Commonly known as 7950 SOUTH MOR-
GAN STREET, CHICAGO, IL 60620
Property Index No. 20-32-203-032-0000
The real estate is improved with a brick, two
story single family home with a detached
garage.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by
certified funds at the close of the sale
payable to The Judicial Sales Corporation.
No third party checks will be accepted. The
balance, including the Judicial Sale fee for
the Abandoned Residential Property Munic-
ipality Relief Fund, which is calculated on
residential real estate at the rate of $1 for
each $1,000 or fraction thereof of the
amount paid by the purchaser not to exceed
$300, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is
due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee
shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the
residential real estate pursuant to its credit
bid at the sale or by any mortgagee, judg-
ment creditor, or other lienor acquiring the
residential real estate whose rights in and to
the residential real estate arose prior to the
sale. The subject property is subject to gen-
eral real estate taxes, special assessments,
or special taxes levied against said real es-
tate and is offered for sale without any rep-
resentation as to quality or quantity of title
and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to
confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale
that will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the
real estate after confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection
and plaintiff makes no representation as to
the condition of the property. Prospective
bidders are admonished to check the court
file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale,
other than a mortgagee, shall pay the as-
sessments and the legal fees required by
The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property is a
condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit
at the foreclosure sale other than a mort-
gagee shall pay the assessments required
by The Condominium Property Act, 765
ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO RE-
MAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS
AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SEC-
TION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by
a government agency (driver's license, pass-
port, etc.) in order to gain entry into our
building and the foreclosure sale room in
Cook County and the same identification for
sales held at other county venues where
The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.
MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE,
LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, One North Dear-
born Street, Suite 1200, Chicago, IL, 60602.
Tel No. (312) 346-9088.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor,
Chicago, IL 60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status re-
port of pending sales.
MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE,
LLC
One North Dearborn Street, Suite 1200
Chicago IL, 60602
312-346-9088
E-Mail: pleadings@mccalla.com
Attorney File No. 20-04748IL_613657
Attorney ARDC No. 61256
Attorney Code. 61256
Case Number: 15 CH 10888
TJSC#: 41-206
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection
Practices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's
attorney is deemed to be a debt collector at-
tempting to collect a debt and any informa-
tion obtained will be used for that purpose.
Case # 15 CH 10888
I3164561
________________________________

Help Wanted
HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

GENERAL
WAREHOUSE WORK

All Shifts Available.
Must pass background check,
physical and drug test.

Apply in person M-F 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

CAW - 2301 S. Ashland Ave.
__________________________________

Lawyers Offer
Phone Advice

    Attorneys with the
Chicago Bar Associa-
tion’s Call-A-Lawyer Pro-
gram will be available to
take calls at (312) 554-
2001 from the public and
offer legal advice on Sat-
urday, March 20th from 9
a.m. to noon.
    Citizens may explain
their situation to an at-
torney who will then sug-
gest self-help strategies
or provide advice to help
resolve their issues.
    If callers need further
legal services or have
questions beyond the
scope of the attorney’s
practice area, they will be
advised to contact the
CBA Lawyer Referral
Service. For more infor-
mation visit
www.chicagobar.org.

Design Impact
Grant Program

    Designing a Better
Chicago, a collaborative
initiative organized by
NeoCon and theMART,
the Chicago Department
of Cultural Affairs and
Special Events, and the
Design Museum of
Chicago, is accepting
nominations for its sec-
ond annual Design Im-
pact Grant Program. The
2021 initiative will pro-
vide $25,000 in project-
specific grants to
individuals and organiza-
tions using design or de-
sign principles to directly
address pressing issues
communities.
    Last year, Designing a
Better Chicago offered
this grant to Chicago Mo-
bile Makers and Maple-
wood Housing for the
Visually Impaired. It also
recognized seven addi-
tional projects for their
outstanding work, ideas,
and efforts. The Design
Impact Grant monies are
funded by NeoCon and
theMART.
    Nominations are re-
quired for this invitation-
only program and are due
by midnight on March
12th. Grant guidelines
and a timeline are avail-
able at designingabetter-
chicago.org.

Vaccine For Serious
Medical Conditions
    The Illinois Depart-
ment of Health an-
nounced that people with
serious medical condi-
tions can be vaccinated,
in line with federal guid-
ance. 
    The expansion in-
cludes residents 16 and
older with disabilities or
underlying conditions
who aren’t otherwise cov-
ered in previous eligibility
categories, in accordance
with CDC guidelines. The
state has made substan-
tial progress toward vac-
cinating health care
workers, seniors in long-
term care facilities and
others who are already el-
igible.
    Illinois also vaccinated
a record 130,000 people
on Feb. 24th, including
records for both first and
second doses.
    The expanded list of
eligible conditions will in-
clude cancer, chronic kid-
ney disease, Chronic
Obstructive Pulmonary
Disease, diabetes, heart
conditions, immunosup-
pressed states from a
solid organ transplant,
smoking, obesity, preg-
nancy, pulmonary dis-
eases, and sickle cell
disease.
    State-supported sites
outside of Cook County
will begin taking appoint-
ments for the 1B+ phase.
A list of these sites can be
found at https://coron-
avirus.illinois.gov/s/. Ap-
pointments will remain
limited.
    Beginning in mid-
March, an additional
100,000 doses of vaccine
per day on average are
expected to be allocated to
the state. When the FDA
Emergency Use Authori-
zation is granted for the
Johnson and Johnson
vaccine, another 100 mil-
lion doses are expected to
be delivered nationwide.    ___________________

Virtual Tours Of
Cultural Center

    The Chicago Depart-
ment of Cultural Affaris
and Special Events will
present a prerecorded
video tour series or a live
40 minute virtual docent
led tour of the Chicago
Cultural Center on the
1st and 3rd Wednesdays
of each month at 11 a.m. 
    Video Tours available
at any time from your
own device at
https://www.chicago.gov/c
ity/en/depts/dca/supp_info
/ccc0.html)
    For more information
V o l u nT o u r s@ c i t y o f
chicago.org.

Polar Plunge
To Go Virtual

    The annual Chicago
Polar Plunge, presented
by Jackson, will be a vir-
tual event for the first-
time in its 21-year
history, due to the pan-
demic. From March 1st –
7th, new and former
plungers will have the op-
portunity to plunge safely
in a setting of their choos-
ing – whether it be jump-
ing in the snow or
running through a sprin-
kler – while raising
money for the 7500 partic-
ipants of the Special
Olympics Chicago/Special
Children’s Charities pro-
gram.
    Registration is now
open by visiting
w ww . c h i c a g o p o l a r
plunge.org. Prizes in-
clude: a Peloton bike or
exercise mirror to those
who raise $25,000;
Two round-trip tickets on
United Airlines to the
first plunger to raise
$2,100; choice of Polar
Plunge towel, wireless
speaker or water bottle to
all who raise $300; an of-
ficial Chicago Polar
Plunge t-shirt for all those
who fundraise $200 and a
Chicago Polar Plunge
neck gaiter to the first 200
people who register.
    Other prizes such as
Yeti coolers, televisions,
Apple Ipads and Airpods
will also be awarded to
top fundraisers.
    A virtual melt-down
party will take place on
Sunday, March 7th,
where photos and video
clips of participating
teams and individuals
will be showcased. Special
Olympics Chicago ath-
letes, various Plunge
Teams, local dignitaries
and celebrities also make
appearances. The winners
of the annual costume
contest and most creative
plunge awards will be an-
nounced.
    Last year’s Chicago
Polar Plunge was the
most successful to date

with over $2.2 million
raised, and 4800
plungers.
    Fundraiser of the year
for our organization, this
is the perfect year for
those who have not partic-
ipated in the Plunge in
the past, and who may
have found the idea of
jumping into Lake Michi-
gan during the cold March
weather a little daunting.
The Virtual Polar Plunge
allows everyone to partic-
ipate in whichever man-
ner they choose. 
    For more information
call (312) 527-3743; or
email polarplunge@
sochicago.org.    ___________________

Webinars Explain
Money Management
    Let’s Talk Money is a
free, online webinar se-
ries from University of
Illinois Extension that
can help individuals and
families, gain a better un-
derstanding of basic fi-
nancial topics and
improve their financial
situation.
    The series helps con-
sumers turn tough finan-
cial topics into more
simple conversations.
Participants will learn
strategies to help under-
stand spending habits,
manage debt responsibly,
understand credit scores,
and save money for re-
tirement and other im-
portant life events.
    Register at
go.illinois.edu/TalkMoney
for one or more sessions
held on Tuesdays at 6:30
p.m. Topics include: Se-
crets for Financial Suc-
cess (March 9), Framing
Biases, Overcoming Hur-
dles (March 16) and Make
Your Savings Grow
(March 23).
    For more information,
contact program organ-
izer Kathy Sweedler at
sweedler@illinois.edu. 

Lincoln Park Zoo
Opens March 5th

    Lincoln Park Zoo is
coming out of hibernation!
Reservations for the first
weekend (Friday - Sun-
day, March 5th - 7th) will
go live at 4:30 p.m. on
Sunday, Feb. 28th. Reser-
vations for later dates will
be available starting Sun-
day, March 7th.
    Join Lincoln Park Zoo
and the Auxiliary Board
to celebrate Lincoln Park
Zoo’s reopening at home
and in person with a lim-
ited-time Beers & Beers
Celebration Pack. Each
pack include: admission to
Lincoln Park Zoo on re-
opening Saturday, March
6th (maximum six people,
including infants). A
ticket for your household
to attend an exclusive vir-
tual improv show by The
Second City during the
evening of Sunday, March

7th.
    One reusable tot bag,
one 32-ounce crowler of
Grin and Bear it (a lim-
ited-edition milkshake
IPA by DryHop Brewers,
in collaboration with Lin-
coln Park Zoo), another
32-ounce crowler (Dry-
Hop’s choice), two exclu-
sive pint glasses, two
koozies, and a bottle
opener.
    Pre-recorded DryHop
and Lincoln Park Zoo
video content that ex-
plores the wonderful
world of wildlife and the
process of brewing some of
your favorite beers.
    Discount on Lincoln
Park Zoo’s Craft Brews
event in September.
Snacks and swag from
local partners. 
    For more information,
www.lpzoo.org. Library Announces

Spring Concerts
    The Library of Con-
gress will continue its
season of Concerts with
an offering of virtual con-
certs, interviews and con-
versations with artists
and composers, lectures,
curator talks and educa-
tional programs. The
spring series kicks off on
March 12th with a per-
formance from the young
musicians of the New
World Symphony, fol-
lowed by performances
from Scottish pianist
Steven Osborne on March
19th and the Dudok
Quartet Amsterdam on
March 26th.
    All events will be
made available at 7 p.m.
on the scheduled pre-
miere date on loc.gov/con-
certs, the Library’s
YouTube channel and the
Performing Arts at the Li-
brary of Congress Face-
book page. All events of
the season are free, and
tickets are not required.

Forest Preserve Offers Programs
    The Cook County For-
est Preserve District has
scheduled free interesting
programs.
    Dan Ryans Woods Vis-
itors Center, 87th and
Western ave. will conduct
an hour-long open nature
play time on Fridays
through March 26th from
12 to 4 p.m. and Wednes-
days through March 31st
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Each week will also fea-
ture a story trail to incor-
porate literature into play
and a take home activity
kit. Registration is re-
quired with
Jessica.Becker@cookcoun-
tyil.gov or (312) 415-2970.
    Blue Island Public Li-
brary will conduct a Zoom
presentation, “Birdwatch-
ing for Beginners” on
Thursday, March 11th at
6 p.m. Registration is re-
quired at scain@blueis-
landlibrary.org.
    Facebook Live from
Little Red Schoolhouse
will feature Making Sense
of Senses on Thursday,
March 18th at 10 a.m.
Like all animals, our
senses are directly linked
to our survival. A few ex-
periements will be con-
ducted virtually to better
understand how they
work. Contact (708) 839-
6897 or littlered.
schoolhouse@cookcoun-
tyil.gov.
    Facebook Live from
Crabtree Nature Center
will explore Geoheritage

on Saturday, March 20th
at 2 p.m. Learn about this
global movement to save
geologically dynamic loca-
tions, how it has been im-
plemented in the United
States, and what the fu-
ture may hold. Registra-
tion is required at (847)
381-6592 or Crabtree.Na-
tureCenter@cookcoun-
tyil.gov.
    Facebook Live from
Sand Ridge Nature Cen-
ter will feature the birds
of Cook County on Tues-

day, March 23rd at 1 p.m.
Contact (708) 868-0606 or
sandridge.naturecenter@
cookcountyil.gov.

    Facebook Live from
Little Red Schoolhouse
will explain the ecology of
native frogs and why ver-
nal pools are so important
for their life cycles on Sat-
urday, March 27th at 1:30
p.m. Contact: (708) 839-
6897 or littlered.
schoolhouse@cookcoun-
tyil.gov.     

Girls On Run Chgo.
Names Board Prexy

J. WILLIAMS

    Girls on the Run-
Chicago has appointed
Joan Williams as its new
governing board president
for a two year term.
    Girls on the Run is a
physical, activity-based,
positive youth develop-
ment program that in-
spires girls in third
through eighth grade to

recognize their limitless
potential and pursue their
dreams.
    The program supports
girls’ 3rd through 8th
grade social, emotional,
and physical health,
through virtual program-
ming and socially-dis-
tanced programming in
small teams. 
    Joan  brings a wealth
of expertise in organiza-
tional risk, compliance,
and financial analysis,
and experience as Direc-
tor of Compliance at
Northwestern Univer-
sity's Feinberg School of
Medicine. She has served
on GOTRC’s governing
board for 10-plus years,
and previously served as
Vice President and Chair
of the Board Development
& Governance Commit-
tee. 
    She earned a B.S. in
Accounting from the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Ur-
bana-Champaign, an M.S.
in Higher Education Ad-
ministration from North-
western and J.D. from
Loyola University
Chicago School of Law.  
    To learn more, visit
www.gotrchicago.org.

____________________________________________

____________________________________________
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Try the rest, then call one of the Best!

(773) 582-9300
6165 S. ARCHER

(At Austin)

CALL FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS.

6918 W. Archer Ave. - Price Reduced Commercial brick
building. Large store front & 3 offices, 1/2 basement, 85x125
lot. Parking in rear and additional parking across the street.
Immediate possession! Call (773) 582-9300.

RENTALS: Looking for an apartment, condo,home or store
front. Give me a call! (773) 582-9300.

5621 S. Nottingham Ave. - Location, Location, Location.
New Price Archer & Nottingham - Quad Level 7 rooms, 3 bed-
rooms brick with 3 baths. New roof on home & garage, all win-
dows upgraded with shades or blinds. Built in sprinkler
system; A/C in 2009, hardwood floors in 2017, 2.5 car garage,
side drive. Semi finished sub basement, fireplace, laundry
room and more. Call for more details at (773) 582-9300.

Namaste Charter School currently serves 485 students in grades K-8 and is now accepting applica-
tions for the Fall of 2021 for students of all grade levels. 

Namaste Charter School promotes curiosity and lifelong student success by implementing and sharing
a holistic educational model. We combine health and wellness with academic rigor in a safe and in-
clusive environment.

The school’s commitment to the physical, social emotional, and academic well-being of its students,
along with the incredible dedication and support of its families and staff, creates a unique school culture
that improves each student’s individual capacity to learn and reach higher academic achievement –
an innovative and successful program that has been lauded in the Chicago Tribune, Chicago Sun-
Times, WGN News, DNA info, on NBC’s The Today Show, CNN and many other media outlets.  

As a leader in holistic education, Namaste’s curriculum is designed to feed both the minds and bodies
of its students through: daily rigorous instruction in balanced literacy, mathematics, science, social
studies, and 60 minutes of physical education; nutritional breakfast and lunch menus; and movement
opportunities during morning and afternoon recess. The school also offers a Spanish-English dual
language program option, an afterschool programming option, and a school day running from 8:30
am - 4:00 pm Monday – Thursday and 8:30 am - 1:30 pm on Fridays.

Namaste Charter School is open to all Chicago residents. Applications can be found on the school’s
website at www.namastecharterschool.org/2021-application, or at the school’s main office at 3737 S.
Paulina, Chicago, IL 60609.  All applications MUST be submitted by 4:00 pm on Friday, March 5, 2021.
For more information, please call 773-715-9558 or visit www.namastecharterschool.org.

    The Chicago Depart-
ment of Transportation
announced the start of
two new Vision Zero com-
munity-engagement ef-
forts to reduce traffic
deaths and injuries in
high-crash areas. 
    With the impacts of
COVID-19, Chicago and
many other cities experi-
enced reduced traffic vol-
umes that were and
traffic deaths. According
to provisional data, 139
people died in traffic
crashes in Chicago in
2020, 43 more than in
2019. 
    Mayor Lightfoot’s Cap-
ital Plan, provides $49
million over two years for
the Complete Streets pro-
gram. This investment in-
cludes $10 million for
Vision Zero and pedes-
trian safety treatments;
$17 million for expanded
and upgraded bike facili-
ties; and $10 million for

investments in the City’s
transit system, such as
station-area and bus stop
upgrades that help.  
    Under the Vision Zero
Chicago Program, the
City is using all the tools
in its traffic safety toolbox
to combat the rise in
speeding and fatalities.
This includes lowering
speed limits where possi-
ble; reducing lanes dedi-
cated to motor vehicles;
investing in rapid delivery
infrastructure projects to
make streets safer and by
using automated speed
enforcement to deter
speeding.   
    Last year, CDOT in-
stalled pedestrian safety
infrastructure - such as
pedestrian refuge islands
and pedestrian bumpouts
that extend the sidewalk
and shorten the crossing
distance - at over 250 in-
tersections.

CDOT Promotes
Traffic Safety

Free Program
For Finances

    The Chicago Depart-
ment of Family and Sup-
port Services, in
partnership with the
Cities for Financial Em-
powerment Fund and
Heartland Alliance, an-
nounced the launch of the
free Financial Navigators
Program to help residents
deal with the financial
impact of the COVID-19
pandemic.To sign up, res-
idents should call 773-
799-9062 or submit an
online interest form at
chicago.gov/FSS.
    During a one-on-one
session by phone, a finan-
cial navigator will iden-
tify steps to resolve
financial issues. The resi-
dent will receive a docu-
ment via email outlining
those next steps.

Virtual Programs At
Archer Heights Library
    The Archer Heights
Branch Library, 5055 S.
Archer has scheduled a
variety of programs for
children and adults via
Zoom. Register at chipub-
lib.org the day before each
program.
    Citywide Children’s
Programs will be led by li-
brarians and presenters
from all over the city.
    For more information
including how to register,
visit chipublib.org/Kids
CitywideEvents.
    Citywide Story Time
with stories, songs and
rhymes for children 0-5
and their families is
scheduled for Tuesdays
and Fridays at 10:30 a.m.
and Wednesdays at 3 p.m.
    Citywide After School
activities exploring books,
science, art and more will
be conducted Mondays
and Thursdays at 4:30
p.m.
    Citywide Sunday Dis-
covery takes a closer look
at STEAM topics with
hands-on activities. Bi-
weekly Sundays at 2 p.m.
    The Virtual Adult
Graphic Novel Books Di-
cussion Club will meet on
the 2nd Monday of each
month from 6:30 to 7:30
p.m. Topics are March

8th: Huck by Mark Millar
and Rafael Albuquerque.
    The Virtual Book Dis-
cusion Club will meet on
the 4th Wednesday of
each month from 6:30 to
7:30 p.m. Topics are:
March 24th, The Long
and Faraway Gone by
Louis Berney; April 28th,
We Were the Lucky Ones
by Georgia Hunter; May
26th, The Starless Sea by
Erin Morgenstern; June
23rd, The Last Time I
Lied by Riley Sager; July
28th, Virgil Wander by
Leif Enger; Aug. 25th,
End of the Myth by Greg
Grandin; Sept. 22nd, A
Map is Only One Story;
October 28th, OBOC;
Nov. 24th, Girls Like Us
by Cristina Alger; and
Dec. 22nd, IQ by Joe Ide.

PALERMO’S
3751 W. 63rd St. • (773) 585-5002

Call after 3 p.m. - Se Habla Espanol

21014 S. La Grange Rd, Frankfort IL (815) 464-5300
2893 East US Highway 30, Merrillville-Hobart, IN (219) 940-3599

(Between Home Depot & The Room Place)

Of 63rd
Street

Pick-Up or Delivery Pick-Up or Delivery

$150 Off
Any Palermo’s Lrg. Pizza

or Free 1 Liter RC
•Thin •Deep  Dish •Stuffed

Good at Chicago or Frankfort
Limit one coupon per order. Exp. 3/31/21

$250Off
Any Palermo’s Ex. Lrg. Pizza

or Free 2 Liter RC
•Thin •Deep  Dish •Stuffed

Good at Chicago or Frankfort
Limit one coupon per order. Exp. 3/31/21.

Celebrating 55 Years
Recently on Chicago’s Best  - see us at

Find out about our catering specials at www.palermosof63rd.com

Carry-Out Only

Starting At

$695
person

Not valid with any other offer. Exp.3/31/21.

Catering Package
30 people minimum or

by the tray for any amount of people.
Call for details.

    The Garfield Park Conservatory will present
an online Yoga Class on Saturdays through
March 27th from 9 to 10 a.m.
    This class works to reduce stress while im-
proving strength and flexibility through visuali-
zation, focused breathing, and yoga postures
with modifications for all levels.
    Beginners to advanced yogis are welcome to
join. Pre-registration is required. This class is
free but they welcome donations to help offset
programming costs. Learn more at https://
garfieldconservatory.org/events/
_______________________________________________

Free Yoga Class
At Conservatory

Assistance Programs
For Homeownership

    Governor JB Pritzker
announced the creation of
two new programs de-
signed to help bring addi-
tional assistance to
working class families
and underrepresented
communities. Offered by
the Illinois Housing De-
velopment Authority, the
SmartBuy and Opening
Doors programs were de-
signed to aid communities
of color, which have his-
torically endured many
barriers in their path to-
ward homeownership.
    Illinois Treasurer
Michael Frerichs reported
that than 2 million people
carry student loan debt,
the average value of
which is $29,855. 
    Borrowers must meet
eligibility requirements
established for IHDA’s
DPA programs, and
homebuyer education is
required.
    IHDA Mortgage
SmartBuy will provide a
30-year fixed rate first
mortgage with a deferred
$5,000 for down payment
and/or closing cost assis-
tance. In addition, the
program will provide 15%
of the purchase price (up
to $40,000) in assistance
for student loan debt re-
lief to borrowers looking
to buy a home and help
build generational wealth.
    Potential borrowers
must have at least $1,000
in student loan debt and
must pay off their full re-
maining student loan bal-
ance at closing. The
promissory note and deed
restriction will have a
term of 3 years, and if the
borrowers sell the prop-
erty within that time,
they will need to sell to
another borrower within
IHDA’s income and pur-
chase price limits.
    IHDA Mortgage Open-
ing Doors is designed to

increase home purchase
accessibility for low- and
moderate-income quali-
fied homebuyers. This in-
cludes Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals recipi-
ents. IHDA will provide a
30-year 1st mortgage with
a fixed interest rate and
$6,000 in down payment
and/or closing cost assis-
tance. The down payment
assistance is forgiven
after five years.
    For additional infor-
mation and a list of the
nearest participating
lenders, visit www.
ihdamortgage.org.
    ___________________

    The City has created
numerous initiatives to
increase the number of
skilled residents prepared
to work in growing indus-
tries. Ensuring that dis-
advantaged populations
have access to employ-
ment opportunities is a
high priority. Workshops
will cover the Project Area
Resident Ordinance and
local hiring requirements,
ap-prenticeship utiliza-
tion and ex-offender bid
incentives. The Depart-
ment of Family and Sup-
port Services and Chicago
Cook Workforce Partner-
ship will feature pro-
grams they offer.
    How to Become Certi-
fied, Wednesday, March
10th, 2 to 3 p.m.
    DPS is the certifying
agency for the following
certifications: Minority-
Owned Business Enter-
prise, Women-Owned
Business Enterprise, Vet-
eran-Owned Busi-ness,
Business Enterprise for
People with Disabil-ities,
Disadvantaged Business
Enterprise and Airport
Concessions Disadvant-
aged Business Enterprise.
    This workshop pro-
vides information on who
is qualified to be a
Chicago certified form.
Learn what documents
are needed when submit-
ting an application and
how to avoid the most
common mistakes in the
certification process. Sub-
ject matter experts will be
on-hand to answer ques-
tions about common certi-

fication topics.
    Thursday, March 11th,
2 to 3 p.m. eProcurement
applies digital technology
to the acquisition of goods
and services, which has
now become the standard
solicitation method due to
statewide shelter in place
requirements. This class
focuses on assisting
prospective bidders and
proposers with registering
for an iSupplier account
and submitting an online
bid to the City.  This class
is open to all interested in
doing business with the
City.  Vendors who need
to respond to an eProcure-
ment solicitation as a re-
sult of a recent conversion
from paper solicitations
are encouraged to attend.
    Working with Assist
Agencies: Chicago Wo-
men in Trades and Revo-
lution Workshop,
Wednesday, March 17th,
2 to 3 p.m. Chicago Assist
Agencies are comprised of
not-for-profit agencies
and/or chambers of com-
merce that represent the
interests of small, local,
minority, women, vet-
eran, and disadvantaged-
owned businesses. These
organizations offer many
resources to help busi-
nesses at every stage of
their growth cycle as well
as connect prime contrac-
tors with certified firms
for subcontracting oppor-
tunities. This workshop
will outline the role and
responsibilities of an As-
sist Agency.
    To register, sign up at
chicago.gov/dpsevents.

Business Workshops
For Certification

______________________________________________

    Thanks to a change in
the law, property owners
have two extra months to
pay their First Install-
ment Cook County prop-
erty tax bills without a
late fee, through May 3rd,
2021, Treasurer Maria
Pappas said. 
    The Cook County
Board of Commissioners
in November waived for
two months the 1.5 per-
cent per month late fee on
all Tax Year 2020 prop-
erty taxes. 
    Taxpayers can pay the
First Installment, due
March 2nd, 2021, without
a late fee through May
3rd, 2021. Late fees also
will be waived for two
months for the Second In-
stallment, due later this
year.
    Taxpayers should look
at the front of the bill
where a section called
“Taxing District Debt and
Financial Data,” provides
information for each tax-
ing district, including:
Money owned by your
taxing districts; Pension
and health care amounts
promised by your taxing
districts; Amount of pen-
sion and health care
shortage and Percentage
of pension and health
care costs taxing districts
are able to pay.
    Property owners can
pay their bills by visiting
cookcountytreasurer.com
and entering their street
address.

Pappas Explains
Property Taxes

M. PAPPAS
_____________________

Vaccinations At
United Center

    A new federal vaccina-
tion site will open at the
United Center, Madison
and Wood st. on Tuesday,
March 9th.
    The site will have the
capacity to administer
6,000 doses per day, all of
which will be provided di-
rectly by the federal gov-
ernment and not taken
out of the state or city’s
allotment.
    Seniors will have first
access to appointments
before the site opens, and
if appointments remain
available after seniors
have had their exclusive
registration period, any
remaining slots will be
open to any Illinoisans el-
igible under the state’s
guidelines. After March
9th, registration will con-
tinue to be open for all
Illinoisans eligible in the
state’s Phase 1B+.
    Registration will begin
Thursday, March 4th at
8:30 a.m. at Zocdoc.com/
vaccine or by calling (312)
746-4835. Through a city
partnership with Uber
20,000 will be available.

Resurfacing For
Damen Avenue

    A resurfacing project
on Damen ave. from
Garfield blvd. to Mar-
quette road is tentatively
scheduled to begin on
Monday, March 8th pend-
ing clearance from exist-
ing utilities.
    The work will include
ADA sidewalk improve-
ments, curb and gutter
removal and replacement,
milling the existing as-
phalt pavement, asphalt
paving, landscapring and
striping.
    Temporary “No Park-
ing” signs will be installed
as required.
    All work on this corri-
dor is scheduled to be
completed by May 28th.

Ice Skating Ribbon
Open at Maggie Daley

    The Illinois Depart-
ment of Commerce and
Economic Opportunity
and Illinois Department
of Employment Services
launched Get Hired Illi-
nois – a new portal de-
signed to connect workers
with available job and ca-
reer training opportuni-
ties.
    Residents will have
free access to online
workforce development
courses via a partnership
with Coursera. With Illi-
nois facing record unem-
ployment as a result of
COVID-19, the Coursera
partnership and Get
Hired page will serve as
important measures in
the efforts to get people
back to work.
    Residents and employ-
ers may access www.illi-
nois.gov/gethired.
    The new portal blends
resources to provide a
one-stop-shop for job
seekers and employers –
providing information on
job opportunities as well
as unemployment re-
sources. The page is de-
signed to be user friendly
for job seekers of all lev-
els and backgrounds and
allows employers to up-
load jobs, virtual career
fairs and training oppor-
tunities.

    Coursera provides
workers looking for new
employment opportuni-
ties additional resources
for professional develop-
ment. After completing
the online programs, par-
ticipants will have the op-
portunity to continue
their studies at a local
community college or uni-
versity, or to connect with
employers through their
local workforce boards.    ___________________

State Promotes
“Get Hired” Website

     At Maggie Daley Park, 337 E. Randolph st.
skaters can experience “alpine in the city”
through March 7th, as they lace up their ice
skates and follow a path twice the length of a lap
around a traditional skating rink. Complement-
ing the skating ribbon are places to enjoy a cup
of hot chocolate and rent skates. Skate with your
own is $5. Skates are available in child’s size 8
through men’s size 12. Rental for standard lockers
$5, locker $8 - per day. Make reservations at mag-
giedaleypark.com._______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Campaign For
Opioid Recovery

    The Illinois Depart-
ment of Human Services
announced the #Recov-
eryBelongs social media
campaign to increase
awareness of Interna-
tional Overdose Aware-
ness.
    To learn more, visit:
https://www.dhs.state.il.
us/page.aspx?item=11865
5. If you or someone you
know is suffering from an
opioid use disorder or
substance use disorder,
contact the Illinois
Helpline (833) 234-6343,
texting "HELP" to
833234, or visiting:
www.helplineIL.org.


