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Presidents Messages

Throughout the last year, we've had more time to pause and reflect on both the past and future work of the River Parkway Trust, The
pandemic affirmed the critical need for access to open space for the health and wellbeing of the community. We are grateful to the
Trust's founders, who recognized the value of land conservation. And we are thankful for everyone who has played a role in creating the

5an Joaguin River Parkway during the last three decades.

Thanks to you, public lands throughout the Parkway served as places of respite and renewal for many people last year,
This Annual Report demonstrates the impact you made on the Parkway and people living in the San Joaguin Valley.
The Trust has had four individuals serve as President of the Board over its 33 year history;

here are some observations on the state of the Parkway from each of them,
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Coke Hallowell
Board President 1988-2008

| remember the very first time | met with anyone to talk about the Parkway. | was
teaching in Del Rey at the time, and | had to rush to make it to a meeting that Jim Costa
put together. We sat around a large square table at Guarantee Savings and Loan
Company. lim presented the idea that we should form a group to protect the river, |
thought to myself, “Waow, that's a good idea.” Until that first meeting, | hadn't heard
anyone mention such an idea. I'd say there were about 12 pecple at the first meeting. For
some reason, the group nominated me to serve as the first chairman. There were
important business people there like Lewis 5. Eaton, and here | was a housewife and
teacher. | couldn't believe they nominated me. Everything took off from there,

| am so proud that the Parkway has attracted so
many wonderful people for support. The land
acquisitions are coming along so beautifully,
especially our acquisition of Sumner Peck Ranch,
It's exactly what we envisioned at that first
meeting. And, of course, the River Center has a
special place in my heart,

Looking ahead, | am most excited about having
public land and trails on the whole length of the
Parkway along the river. it's within our grasp!

George Folsom
Board President 2008-2015

| first became involved with the San Joaguin River
Parkway and Conservation Trust as a volunteer for
one of the early River Fairs at Lost Lake Park. Coke
Hallowell was there, and | had not seen her since
she was my second-grade teacher. She Invited me to get involved in other volunteer
opportunities, and that cermented my continuing support and work for the Parkway.

The River Center is an important community resource. | am proud of being part of the
acquisition and restaration of the River Center and all the activities it now supports.

The efforts and possibilities of funding and creating an operations and maintenance
program so more of the Parkway can be opened to the public is exciting to me.

Bart Bohn
Board President 2015-2019
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I'was bormn and raised in the San Joaquin Valley near the Delta. | spent 34 years away but
moved back to CA permanently in 1997, | was introduced to the 5an loaguin River
Parkway on my first workday as CalTrans District Director. During my lunch hour, |
wandered over to Roeding Park, where | saw a little wooden house with a Zoo Director

Aview of the San Joaquin River from Sumaes Peck Ranch, the Trust’s most recent land acquisition,

sign. | thought it was a good idea to stop in and introduce rmyself. And that is how | met
Ralph Waterhouse, who was on the River Parkway Trust's board at the time. We had
shared interests in wildlife, rivers, and the erwironment. He told me about the Trust and
mentioned | should get involved. Within about six months, | was on the board, and here
we are 23 years later.

Our founders had incredible foresight; they were on the right track. The tragic
experience of the pandemic has confirmed everything they envisioned at the beginning.
There is a tremendous benefit to having venues to enjoy the outdcors safely. If anything,
the pandemic should help accelerate the Parkway effort,

I'm encouraged by what | see as the Great Leap Forward for the Parkway. New resources
are becorning available that will support enhancing sites to attract more visitors, We can
develop a coordinated effort for capital
improvernents, better service, improved operations,
and enhanced experiences, And more people will
come,

Julia O'Kane
Board President 2019-Present

In the early days of Parkway development, Coke
Hallowell was considering forming an outdoor
education program at the river. She contacted
Madera Unified School district as a possible partner.
| was appointed by the Superintendent to meet
with Coke and begin the planning. We formed a
partnership amaong Fresno, Clovis and Madera
schoals, The teacher we hired to develop the field
trip cumiculum was from Madera, so | had the
opportunity to be involved from the beginning.
When it was time to develop the volunteer docent program to continue offering field
trips, Anna Wattenbarger became that coordinator. | guess she never forgot my early
involvernent; so when | retired in 2006, Anna came knocking on my door to join the
Board.

First and forermast, | arn so proud that we have been able to build a huge program for
children in outdoor education. From our early field trips, to River Camp, and now to
weekend science exploration experiences and virtual field trips, thousands of local young
people have come to explore and learm about the wonders of the San Joagquin River,

When | joined the Board, | came to understand the community’s frustration with lack of
access to the river. | am proud that we can now offer great access at Sycamore Island on
the Madera side. Now we have added Peck Ranch which links to Ball Ranch and Ledger
Island for great access on the Fresno and Madera sides of the river. We continue to focus
on trails and pathways our residents can use to get close to the great resource we have in
the San Joagquin River,
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Conservation

In 2020, more people discovered the benefits of outdoor recreation to their
physical and mental health. As public use of protected Parkway properties
increased, so too did the need for increased stewardship and care.

Your support in 2020 helped the River Parkway Trust address the
impacts of increased public use on thousands of acres of land
throughout the Parkway, Generous donors alsa helped the River

Parkway Trust maintain critical riparian
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Education

In 2020, your support helped the River Parkway Trust adapt our
education programs to serve local children both in-person and virtually,
Thanks to you, children of all ages could participate in River Camp,
virtual River Field Trips, and in-person outdoor weekend programs.

2'0 5 Students

Learned about the San Joaguin
River watershed and ecosystems
during in-person field trips at Lost Lake Park, the River Center,
and Sycamore Island between January and mid-March 2020.

40 Education Docent

Violunteer hours

1 '82 Students
Participated in virtual field trips from the River Center
20 River Buddies

Preschool-aged children learned about birds, bugs, and
frogs in lively program activities at the River Center.

1 53 Public Youth Programs

Children and high-school-aged youth joined in-person
weekend outdoor programs at the River Center,
Owl Hollow, and Sycarmore Island.

53 River Campers
River Camp at the River Center, Owl Hollow,
and the Young Explorers Program

1 20 River Campers
River Camp in Firebaug




Recreation

Your support helped provide public access
to open space areas along the Parkway in
2020. Throughout the pandemic, outdoor
activities were among the safest, and we were encouraged to see
more people discover the recreational opportunities available
throughout the Parkway.

Sycamore 9’408

Island viiors

Anglers, wildlife watchers, hikers, cyclists and equestrians in 2020.

River 1 1 1

Tours reople

Explored the San Joaquin River by kayak
during July, August, and early September 2020.

Nature 21 5

Walks People

Joined Bald Eagle hikes and members ' walks last year.




River Center

At the Coke Hallowell Center for River Studies 1 6 835
¥y

(River Center), the community can connect to . )

the cultural and natural history of the San River Center Visitors
Joaquin River. Throughout 2020, the River Center
served as a safe outdoor space for families, hikers,
cyclists, and wildlife watchers to get out of their
homes, The River Center was also an essential
part of the 2020 season of River Camp.
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Today, the River Center grounds, Riverview Ranch House, and
River Store are open to the public. For more information and
current hours of operation, visit:
riverparkway.org/river-center

Parties for the Parkway

The 2020 Farties for the Parkway Kickoff happened just days before the
COVID-19 shelter-in-place order went into effect. The River Parkway Trust is
grateful for every Party Host, guest, contributing artist, sponsor, and volunteer
who helped make the Kickoff a success.

2 50 Kickoff Contributing
Guests Artists




2020 Financials Revenue

|| Grantincome
74% $4,257,141

Investment

%% $503273
 Contributions and Donations
7% $410828

4% 5232856
Program Services
275% 5135688
. p.;;% 599432
Other Revenue

J5% 545,278

| Educational Scholarships
5% $25375

Total 55709871
This revenue includes the grant received for
the acquisition of Surmner Peck Ranch,

Expenses

Program
. 76% $1,355,532

Fundraising

o 12% $215218

| General and Administrative
12% 5195626

Total 51766376

The expenses shown in this report do not include
the asset purchase of Suminer Peck Ranch,

The financkal inforrmartion included in this
repart is from the Audited Fingnciats
Consafickrted Staterment of Activities

For the Year Ended Decernber 31, 2040

Yourcan view the River Farkwedy Trust's Audited
Financial Staternents and Form 990at




Volunteers

Violunteers play a critical role in creating and protecting the San
Joaquin River Parkway

In 2020, individuals like you contributed

1 0’2 1 Hours

of volunteer
Thank you to each and every volunteer for

service
the gifts of your time and talent. I
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5$150,000+ LIFETIME DONORS

e ke o tharsk these indiviclual donars
who hove wipported the River
Parkosay Trust through the years,
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Mary and Jim Kinter

Teresa and Leonasd Kirkorian

MNancy Kops
Wilkiam and Detbie Krieg

Tesri Larson

Mary Ann and Howard Latirner
Barbara and Meal Lehman
Russell and Rebecca Lindquist
Lo and Fred LoGalbo

Marie Motta
ia and Mike Murach

Brian
Jon Oda and Robin Yang
Gary and Leilani Chverstreet
Sarah and Ryan Parkes
e e

. rs a
Don and Judy Peracchi

Billar-:lmdywlet
Liz Shields

Laura and Ricarda Silberman
Frances Squire and Ed Wilson
J.aneSmnl%

Diavid and Gina Swaim
Conner and Kristin Telles

Rosemmary and Jermy Waters

Michael and Patricia Westhey

Jane Willson and Malcolm MacDonald
DarleneYoung

Mari
P'al.ﬂ'r‘:dusa ka

Harcdd and Barbara Tokmakian
Mike Urrutia

2020 AGENCIES, BUSINESSES,
FOUNDATIONS, AND
ORGAN

IZATIONS
mmmﬁﬁmm
Wi o jes, ursinesses,
J'Mmﬂl and o, thar
supported the River Trust between
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State of California,
Departrment of Fish and Wikllife
State of California,
Wildlife Consenvation Board

550,000+
U5 Bureau of Reclamation
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Thee Saerra Fund
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Creating and protecting the San Joaquin River Parkway

The River Parkway Trust’s Mission is to preserve and restore San Joaquin River lands
having ecological, scenic, or histaric significance; to educate the public on the need for
stewardship; ta research issues affecting the river; and to promote educational,
recreational, and agricultural uses consistent with the protection of the river’s resources.

Board of Directors.

Julia OKane
Presigent

Anina Wattenbarger
Vige Presgiclond

Wicki Crose
Tl ver

Lyn Paters
Sevredny

Coke Habowed
Chawrran of the Boavd

Suran Anderson
Bart Bohn
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Chaistopher & Broswn
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River Parkway Trust Staff
Executive Office

Sharon Weaver
Executhe

Patty Pittrnan
Office Manager

Finance and Operations

Lor LoGalbo
Finance Director

Development

Sarah Parkes
Development Director

Bryna De Fede
Development Associote

Community Programs

Maolly Schriur-Salimbene
Community Prograrrs Director
katie Kincaid

Frogram: Assistant

Parkway Projects
Jake Salimbena
FProfect Manager

Restoration Technicians

Davvidd Bustos
Jenae McCarthy
Docnary Reyes
River Center

Jesus Lunano
Rental Evenits Mavicger

Sumner Peck Ranch
Marceling Cervantes
h Forerman

The Rhver Parkoevay Trust relies on the

generasily af people ke you o help

adviance the Parkwayeffort. You can
rake o donarion toddy by refuning
theernelope enciased in Hhis reporl,

wisiting wwwrverparkvaayiovg, or by
calling 559-245-8480.

Wewant tohear fram youl If vou
have any feedback or questions
about this repart please qive s a call
ol 559 248-8480 ar errel
sparkesEvenaiwmang

San Joaquin River
Parkway and
Conservation Trust, Inc.

www.riverparkway.org



rg ler shows off his
qu{ mire sland.

A reew accessiblie fishing anea with pler,
boat kaunch, and restroom was
completed at Sycamoee ldand in 2020,

The new amphitheater at Ow Hollow provides ample ?‘\KE‘ for fun camp
songs and group time: *Hawe you ever seen a penguin dan
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